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flirkey strikes at Kurds in Iraq 

( AP) — . Turkish new$pupers reported Wednesday that 
has_ launched it» latest offensive into northern Iraq against 
1 ^ Turkish Kurds. Defence Minister Mchmet Golhan denied 
ihst launched. But Oe^t>' Prime 

l^tflbKT Hikmei Cetin said he could neither deny nor confirm 
ItiOii- came alter (he Turkish Kurdish rebels launched 

attacks over the past week on at least 20 Iraqi Kurdish 
pff jiii gns near the Turkish border. Safeen Dizayhe, the Ankara 
^pgljesman for the Kurdistan Democratic Party, an Iraqi Kurdish 
told tiM Associated Press that the rebels had attacked one 
^itsdicckpoints near the town of Amadiyah on Tuesday. He said 
were no casuaiiies. Abdulkdi Ocalan. the leader of the 
fyiiish Kurdish rebels, said in a statement this week that they 
were Dying to wreck a U.S.-sponsored truce readted earliet the' 
montb between rival Iraqi' Kurdish groups, the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party and the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan. The two 
, parties had been engaged in fighting for control of the area for 14 
r - luoRths. 



Jordan calls for Palestinian unity 

AMMAN (Petm) — Foreign Minister Abdul Karim A1 Ka^ti 
on Wednesday voiced Jordan’s support of the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA). Tn a meeting with the be^ of ihe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation'^ (PLO) Politieal Deparunent, Farouk Al 
Kaddoumi, Mr. Kabariti stressed the need for unifying Palestinian 
political stands in backing Palestinian negotiators. Mr. Kaddoumi 
underlined the need to safeguard the PLO’s unity in order to 
achieve Palestinian national gods and establish an independent 
Palestinian state. Mr. Kaddoumi arrived here on Monday and was 
scheduled to leave for Damascus to meet with ieadeis of 
Palestinian dissident groups and Syrian -govemnient officials. On 
Tuesd^ Mr. Kaddoumi met here with fellowmembers from the 
PLO Executive Comminee. 
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NATO, U.N. punish 
Serbs for massacre 


Planes repeatedly pound Serb positions; 
♦rapid reaction force opens up heavy guns 


ComNued agency dispatches 

dozens of warplanes 
from North Atlantic Treaty 
Oi^isation (NATO) coun- 
tries unleashed bombs on 
Serb targets around ^rajevo 
Wednesday in the biggest 
assault in the alliance’s his- 
toiy. Bosnian and Western 
leaders hoped the open- 
ended strike would finally 
force the rebels to make 
peace. 

A French Mirage 2000c 
fighter was shot down 'by 
Serb air defences near the 
Serb stronghold of Pale, a 
U.S. administration official 
in Washington said. Two red 
parachutes were observed in 
the air after the plane was hit, 
and the official said the two 
ainnen apparently had sur- 
vived. 

When Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic heard that 
3 plane had been downed, he 
leaned out the window of the 
Pale TV building and 
shouted. "Find the pilots, 
find the pilots." 

The United States has 


search crews in the area, but 
it was not dear whether they 
were headed towards Pale to 
to retrieve the Fren^ 
ainnen. No other informa- 
tion was immediately avail- 
able on the first reported 
allied loss. 

The NATO assault, back- 
ed by the heavy guns of the 
U.N. rapid reaction foim, 
was in retaliation for a 
mortar attack on a Sarajevo 
market that killed 37 people 
Monday. NATO diief Willy 
Claes . said the offensive 
would continue and po^bly 
grow more severe until the 
Serbs are brought to heel. 

Mr. Karadzic, who was 
thought to be in Belgrade, 
called the NATO strikes “a 
moral disaster for the West- 
ern world and for the U.N." 
because it had taken ade in a 
civil war. 

He indicated he might pull 
out of the latest U.S. peace 
initiative. "I think those 
bombs can destroy the peace 
process, too," Mr. Karadzic 
said. 

Five European Union 


(EU) observers, plus their 
driver and interpieter, were 
believed killed Wednesday. 

The spokesman for the 
European Commdnity moni- 
toring mission based in Mon- 
tenegro refused to say where 
the numbers of the mission 
were killed or give the cir- 
cumstances of their deaths. 

Bosnian ^b radio said 
theif were killed in Pale in a 
vehicle accident attributed to 
the-.NATO airstrikes. 

The EU iden^ed the dead 
as senior Spanish diplomat 
and mission chief Fernando 
Sanchez Ran, his assistant 
Jose Luis Esponera, and Luis 
Zenon Quintana, both from 
Spaing; James Btzgibbcm of 
Britain; and Pieter 
Sdioonenwolf of the Netiier- 
lands. 

First reports had ssud an 
Irishman had been among tiie 
delegation. 

Interpreter Olga Meden 
and driver Aleksandar Rasto- 
vir, both from Montenegro, 
were also killed. . 

The United Nations mean- 
while demanded that the. 


Bosnian Serbs withdraw all 
tbeir heavy weapons from the'. 
20-kilometre exclusion zone 
aronnd Sarajevo. 

"Tte force commander has 
demanded that General (Rat- 
ko) Mladic withdraw all his 
heavy weapons from the 20- 
kilometre exclusion zone 
around Sarajevo, accept a 
cessation of hostilities and 
desist firom ail threats- of 
attack against any ^ die re- 
maining United Nations 
proclaimed safe areas," U.S. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali said a written state- 
ment. 

Mr. Ghali called for an end 
to the violence in Bosnia 
saying that “the tragic cycle 
of killing, which culminated 
in Monday's deadly attack on 
Sarajevo by the Bosnian 
Seihs, must stop.’’ 

More than 60 aircraft from 
several NATO countries fiew 
from bases in Italy and the 
aircraft carrier USS Theo- 
dore Roosevelt to cany out 
Wednesday's attack. 

(Condmied on page 7) 


Jordan is not plotting to 
oust Saddam — Kabariti 

'Amman and Cairo may differ on 
views, but relationship is healthy' 


^raq, 

Kuwait 

extend 

talks 

KUWAIT cm' (Agencies) 
— Kuwait and Iraq on 
Wednesday extended tbeir 
talks on the fate of 605 peo- 
ple reported missing in 
Kuwait under the 1990-1991 
occupation, a Kuwaiti official 
said. 

The two sides had expected 
to finish the talks on their 
border around 5 p.m. (1400 
GMT) but agreed to meet for 
sever^ more hours, an offi- 
cial with Kuwait’s committee 
on the missing and prisoners 
of war said. 

“1 think the talks are good. 
1 think there are new ideas," 
he said, although he had no 
details about the discussions 
which began around 9 a.m. 
(0600 GMT). 

Vesselin Kostov, a spokes- 
man for the U.N. observer 
force whose offices were used 
for the meeting in the de- 
militarised zone (OMZ), said 
the calks had also been ex- 
tended on the first day. Tues- 
day. 

“This is erident that se- 
rous talks are going on," he 
said. 

But Mr. Kostov could pro- 
vide DO details about the 
actual talks because his U.N. 
Iraq Kuwait Observer Mis- 
sion (l^KOM) is tasked 
only HTth providing office 
space, transportation and 
security for the delegates. 

Mr. Kostov said UNIKOM 
had been approached about 
hosting more talks on the 
prisoners next month on the 
Iraqi side of the demilitarised 
zone, but added this had not, 
officially been confirmed. 

The delegates, including 
those from the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) which i.s sponsoring 
the meeting, have kept a 
blanket of secrecy over the 
meeting. 

Kuwaiti delegate Duaij 
Ala Anri said Monday that 
Irao^had appeared to be more 
fonbeoming on the issue by 
admitting this month in 
Geneva that ii had uansfer- 
Kd a total of 1 16 prisoners to 
Iraq during the 1990-1991 
*suparion. 

But the official Iraqi News 
^Agenej- (IN A) denied Tucs- 
jjy D admined to the cases of 
116 people. 

. Kuwait says 605 people, 
including 550 Kuwaitis and 
eight Women, were arrested 

on page 7) 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Fore- 
ign Minister Abdul Karim 
^bariti said in published 
comments Wedne^y that 
Jordan had no part in any 
plot to overthrow Iraqi Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein despite 
harbouring his dissident son- 
in-law. 

Mr. Kabariti was quoted as 
saying the Iraqi defectors 
who fied earlier this month 
were not granted political 
asylum, and that trade ties 
with Iraq would not be cut. 

“What Lieutenant-General 
Hussein Kamel Hassan says 
about the situation in Iraq 
and the need for change and 
plotting to overthrow (the 
regime) concerns Lt. C^n. 
Hassan personally." Mr. 
Kabariti said in an interview 
with Egypt's Al Ahram news- 
paper. 

"It is true that Gen. Has- 
san expressed his opinion ab- 
out this situation on Jorda- 
nian territory, but we are not 
involved in any plot to over- 
throw the regime in Iraq at 
this moment," he said. 

Gen. Hassan, his brother 
and their wives, both daugh- 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel lifted the 
closure on autonomous 
Jericho in the West Bank on 
Wednesday imposed after 
last week’s suicide bombing 
that killed five people, the 
army said. 

Hundreds of Palestinians 
left the self-rule enclave early 
in the morning for work in 
Israel, witnesses said. 

Security' sources had said 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin decided on the closure 
last Wednesday to pressure 
the Palestine' Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) to hand 
over two members of the 
militant Hamas group which 
Israel said helped plan the 
Jerusalem bus bombing on 
Aug. 21. 

Palestinian officials refused 
to surrender the two but 
jailed them in Jericho for 
"security offences." 

Since then, both Israel and 
the PLO have cracked down 
on Hamas, which spearheads 
opposition to Israel-PLO 
peace moves. 


ters of President Saddam, ar- 
rived in Amman on Aug. 8. 
Gen. Hassan said he planned 
to overthrow President &d- 
dam and was in contaa with 
Iraqi opposition groups. 

Mr. Kabariti said: “Offidal 
relations have been afreaed, 
but trade relations are natu- 
ral until now." 

“There is a clear Jordanian 
political will not to close the 
borders and not to stop trade 
cooperation with Iraq and 
not to... stop Jordan from 
being the lunp and outlet for 
Iraq to reduce the sufrMng 
of the Iraqi people," he said. 

The minister also told Al 
Ahram he did not think Iraqi 
troops would attack Jordan 
for sheltering Gen. Hassan. 
He stressed that Gen. Hassan 
was given protection, but not 
political asylum. 

Mr. Kabariti admitted to 
difrerences between Amman 
and Cairo over Iraq. 

"It is possible that tensions 
exist and that these tensions 
show up in statements which 
are unsatisfactory for ^th 
sides," Mr. Kabariti told Al 
Ahram. 


Hamas and Islamic Jihad, 
another militant group, have 
killed more than SO Israelis 
and tourists in suicide attacks 
since the landmark 1993 
Israel-PLO peace deal that 
launched Palestinian self-rule 
in Gaza and Jericho. 

Israel asrested dozens of 
Hamas militants and killed 
two in a shootout on Friday. 
Security officials said suicide 
bombings were thwarted. 

Palestinian security offi- 
cials said they arrested more 
than 30 militants in Gaza on 
Tuesday including a guerrilla 
who was on his way to car- 
rying out a suicide attack in 
Jerusalem. 

Isnelf security sources said 
Palestinian troops had made 
the arrests while searching 
for Yahya .Ayyash, dubbed 
“the Engineer.” a Hamas 
militant thought to have plan- 
ned many of the suicide 
anacks against Israel. 

Israel and the PLO are in 
the final stages of negotia- 
tions on the long overdue 
expansion of Palestinian self- 


"But that shows we have a 
healthy relationship," he 
said, adding that Jordan 
“hopes that the solid rela- 
tions will help overcome any 
tension." 

“Egyptian-Jordanian con- 
tacts continue and coor- 
dination will be streng- 
thened. For us it is a strat^c 
option," Mr. Kabariti said. 

“In any case, we admit 
Egypt has a leadership posi- 
tion" in the Arab World, he 
said. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Muba^ criticised a speech 
on Aug. 23 by King Hussein 
in which the Monarch criti- 
cised Iraqi policies. 

Mr. Mubarak suggested 
that the King had "political 
aims" behind the speech and 
dismissed statements made 
by Gen. Hassan that Iraq 
planned to invade Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia. 

He also chided others out- 
side Iraq who have called for 
the ovuthrow of President 
Saddam, saying President 
Saddam's frUl was an “inter- 
nal matter." 


rule in the W'est Bank. 

Israeli police arrested 
seven settlers on Wednesday 
in connection «HTh revenge 
attacks on Palestinians from a 
neighbouring West Bank vil- 
lage, officers said. 

Two policemen were light- 
ly injured by stones thrown 
by other settlers as they 
raided Yizhar colony, a 
stronghold of Jewish extrem- 
ists just south of Nablus, at 
dawn. 

Pour settlers are accused of 
attacking Palestinians fr’om 
nearby Burin village and 
planning to set fire to the 
village school and dime in 
revenge for Arab stone- 
throwing at their cars. 

Police detained three 
others when they tried 10 
block the arrests.' 

V ~ghaf 's rabbi. David Dud- 
kevitch. said police would not 
reveal their identity and set- 
tlers feared they were Palesti- 
nian militants. 

He condemned the "vio- 
lence committed by the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel lifts Jericho siege; 
PNA continues arrests 



British soldiers of the rapid reaction force in Bosnia-Herzegovina fire a 105-miIlimetre gnn fro 
their position on Monnt Igman on Wednesday against Serb bases (AFP photo) 


King, Sultan Qabpos discuss Arab 
developments, peace and Bosnia 


SALALAH, Oman (Abo- 
des) — Jordan and Oman 
on Wednesday opened 
hig^-level talks co-ebaired 
by IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Sultan Qaboos 
Ben Sa'id on the stn-ation 
in the Arab region and 
inter-Arab relations. 

The two sides dwelt on 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess, bilateral relations and 
the situation in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina. Sultan 
Qaboos expressed Oman's 
support of Jordan's role in 
the peace process and of all 
tracks of Arab-Israeli nego- 
tiations. Peace will bring 
die region into a new 
characterised by security 
and stability and which 
wotild enable the peoples 
of the region to exploit 
their potentials in the best 
possible manner, Sultan 
Qaboos said. 

The two sides also dwelt 
on the deteriorating situa- 
tion in Bosnia-Heizegovina 
and underlined the need to 
end the suffering of the 
Bosnian people and reach a 
settlement of the conflict in 
a manner that would pre- 
serve its rights as pan of a 
comprehensive solution in 
former Yugoslavia spon- 


sored by the international 
community. 

The nvo sides also re- 
viewed bilateral ties and 
means of enhancing them 
in transport, comm.erce and 
agricultore. 

The Omani side at the 
talks voiced the Sultanate’s 
backing for the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit, which 
will be hosted by the King- 
dom in October and con- 
firmed Oman’s participa- 
tion in the summit. 

The talks were attended 
on the Jordanian side by 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker and Royal 
Court Chief Marwan Al 
Qasem. On the Omani side 
the talks were attended by 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Financial and Economic 
Affairs Abdul Mun'em Al 
Zawawi, Minister of State 
for Foreign Affoirs Yousef 
Ben Alawi and Transport 
Minister Abdullah Al Gha- 
zali. 

Also on Wednesday, 
King Hussein and the de- 
legation were accompanied 
by Sultan •Qaboos on a tour 
of Salalah. 

Earlier in the day, Sharif 
Zeid received Mr. Ben 



Alawi at his residence in 
the Omani city in the pre- 
sence of Mr. Qasem. 

The prime minister and 
the Oiiuiii offidal disu- 
sed Jordanian-Omani rela- 
tions and means of enhance 
ing them. 

It is the first visit by King 
Hussein abroad and to an 
Arab county after the re- 
cent defection of a high- 
ranking Iraqi official to Jor- 
dan and ms decision to 
grant the defeaor asylum 
in the Kingdom. 

The discussions between 
the King and Sultan 
Qaboos, who maintained 


traditionally strong rela- 
tions despite the strain in 
ties between Amman and 
Golf states over the 1990- 
91 Gulf crisis, were ex- 
pected to have focused on 
the re^onal situation after 
the Aug. 8 defection. 

The Sultanate of Oman 
has not fonnally com- 
mented on the defection of 
Hussein Kamal Hassan, 
former Iraqi minister of in- 
dustry, his brother ^ddam 
Kamel and their wives, 
both daughters of President 
Saddam Hussein, who have 
been given a^lum in Jor- 
dan. 

Also expeaed to have 
figuF^ hi^ in the Salalah 
meeting was the outcome 
of Jong’s efforts to settle 
inter-Arab differences and 
heal the wounds left behind 
by the Gulf crisis. 

Oman, which enjoys 
wide re^ct for its moder- 
ate policies, had played a 
key role in trying to settle- 
the differences between 
Jordan and some of 
Oman's fellow members in 
the six-member Gulf Coop- 
eration Council — Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar and Kuwait. 


U.S. 'warns 
Syria over 
hardline 
groups' 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States has 
notified Syria that it holds the 
Damascus re^me responsible 
for proliferating threats from 
P^estinian groups against 
U.S. dtizeos, the Washing- 
ton Post reported on 
Wednesday. . 

'The nev^aper said Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher instructed the U.S. 
ambassador in Syria in a 
cable dated Aug. 11 to tell 
the Syrians "at the highest 
appropriate level," that 
*^ese threats are unaccept- 
able." 

It said the language Christ- 
opher Ross was told to use is 
unusually blunt, reflecting 
what U.S. offid^ said was 
an indication of the adminis- 
tration’s concern. 

Mr. Christopher's cable 
made clear Washington was 
angry at Syria for continuing 
to harbour members of 
Hamas, Hizbollah and other 
mups, whose threats have 
^ to a tightening of securit>' 
at U.S. airports in recent 
weeks. 

In the cable, Mr. Christ- 
c^her tells Mr. Ross to tell 
Syrian offidals that "it is 
particularly disturbing that 

(Continued on page 7) 


Regent urges collective effort to 
ensure MENA summit success 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Wednesday addressed a 
meeting of representatives of 
various industriaJ, commer- 
dal and professional sectors 
taking pan in the Middle 
East and ' North Africa 
(MENA) economic summit 
to be held here in October, 
calling for interaction and 
harmony among these sectors 
to enable the conference 
achieve success. 

The MENA seminar repre- 
sents the right response to 
Jordan's calU on the coun- 
tries of the region to work 
together in drawing up plans 
’ and policies that will guaran- 
tee development and prog- 
ress for the whole region, 
said the Regent at the meet- 
ing held at Basman Palace. 

Addressing his audience, 
who also included Cabinet 
members whose departments 
are directly involved in ihe 
MENA summit, the Regent 
stressed that the Jordanian 
projects 10 be submitted to 
the conference should be 
well-planned and clear be- 
cause the coming conference 
is regional in nature, offering 
good chance for discussing 
regional as well as Jordanian 
development. 

The Regent reviewed the 
various stages of the Jorda- 
nian economic development 
over the past decades, recall- 
ing that in the 1980s and 



1970$ Jordan was struggling 
to draw up policies and build 
institutions. He noted that 
the present phase of develop- 
ment — which ends by the 
year 2005 — will serve as a 
stage for building a modern 
state, a state of institutions 
and the rule of law. 

Noting that in the past de- 
cades Jordan was ov'erbur- 
dened with forced migra- 
tions, the last of which was 
the return of hundreds of 
thousands of expatriates from 
the Gulf region, Prince Has- 
san said that these burdens 
had obstructed the King- 
dom’s struggle to achieve 
progress. 

Furthermore, he said the 
billions of dollars spent on 


wars in the region by far 
exceed the funds that were 
allocated for infrastructure 
and development projects. 

Referring to Jordanians’ 
funds deposited abroad, he 
said that some estimates put 
them at around SS billion. He 
called on the private and 
public sectors to work 
together and find a way in 
which part of these funds to 
be invested in Jordan-. 

He said that the committee 
preparing for the MENA 
meeting should define priori- 
ties and work towards trans- 
ferring capital to the region 
for investment in develop- 
ment projects that can ensure 
prosperity’ for friture genera- 
tions. 

Also addressing the meet- 
ing was Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb, 
who chairs the committee 
preparing for the MENA 
conference. He outlined ihe 
work of the committee and 
sub-committees, which, he 
said, handle their task in 
close cooperatioD with each 
other. 

The committee's rappor- 
teur, Planning Ministry 
Secretary-General Nabil 
Amman, also addressed the 
meeting outlining the aims 
and objectives of the confer- 
ence and underlining the im- 
portance of cooperation Ix- 
tween the public and private 
sectors to ensure the success 
of the conference. 
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Women say PNA 
tried to muzzle 
them in Beijing 


OCCUPIED JERU- 
SALEM (AP) — Mem- 
bers of Yasser Arafat’s 
government and Isla- 
mic leaders tried to 
muzzle Palestinian de* 
legates before they left 
for the U.N. women's 
conference in Beijing, 
women activists said. 

Mr. Arafat's Palesti- 
nian National Author- 
ity (PNA) told the 
women to focus on 
their suffering under 
Israeli military rule, 
and play down issues 
such as Palestinian 
domestic violence and 
the unequal treatment 
of women under local 
laws, said delegates 
Merwat Rishmawi. 

“The authority tried 
indirectly to tell us that 
we should concentrate 
on violence of the 
occupation and not the 
social violence, not to 
display our dirty laun- 
dry," said Ms. Rish- 
mawi. a researcher in 
the West Bank human 
rights group A1 Haq. 

A Muslim clergyman 
in Jerusalem, mean- 
while. demanded the 
women stay away from 
discussions in Beijing 
on extramarital sex, 
homosexuality and 
abortion, practices 
banned by Islam. 

“We are a conserva- 
tive society that con- 
trols the freedom of in- 
dividuals." Mufti Ikre- 
ma Sabri told The 
Associated Press on 
Tuesday. 

Sheikh Sabri, who 
was appointed by Yas- 
ser Arafat and has the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) 
chi^s backing, said his 
ruling on the women'’s 
conference was faxed 
to Beijing by Mr. Ara- 
fat's office as the offi- 
cial Palestinian posi- 
tion. 

Diab Ayoush, 
Palestinian deputy wel- 
fare minister, acknow- 
ledged Tuesday that he 
tried to give the women 
delegates "guidance" 
before they left for 
Beijing on Tuesday. • 


The Palestinians sent 
two delegations, a 15- 
member official group 
headed by Welfare 
Minister Intissar 
Wazir, and 40 women 
representing private 
groups. 

Mr. Ayoush said he 
reminded the women 
that they represented a 
predominantly Muslim 
society. He said Islamic 
law ruled clearly on 
many issues affecting 
women, such as inheri- 
tance and polygamy 
and that the women 
should take the Islamic 
stance in Beijing. 

“Our instructions 
were not orders. Many 
women understood our 
positions and some 
opposed them just be- 
cause they are the opin- 
ions of men." Mr. 
Ayoush said. 

Many delegates said 
they resented the in- 
terference. 

“We reject such dic- 
tates," sud Rawda Basir. 
who works with handicap- 
ped adults in the West 
Bank town of Nablus. 
“We don't want to repre- 
sent the line of the politic- 
al leadership." 

Ms. Basir said the law 
provided little protection 
to Palestinian women. 
She said Mr. Arafot’s gov- 
ernment has dismissed 
women's demands for 
changes, arguing that the 
autonomy accord with 
Israel did not give the 
PLO the autfaori^ yet to 
pass new le^Iadon. 

Ms. Baar said Mr. Ara- 
fat's government has per- 
forms poorly in areas 
under its control, such as 
the appointment for 
women to positions of 
power. She noted that 
only one woman, Welhue 
Minister Wa^, sat tn 
Arahit's cabrntt and' that 
only two director-generals, 
in nunistries were women. 

“Women work as secre- 
taries, not deciaon mak- 
ers,” she said. 

Mr. Ayoush dismissed 
the oompuiots, saying the 
first objective of the 


Palestinians was be to 
obtain statehood. “We 
have more serious oon- 
cems than talking about 
equality.” be said. 






AFGHAN WAR: Surrounded by smoke from an ineoming artillery shell explosion^ an Afghan 
government soldier abandons his armoured BMP vehicle after rival faction gnnners bombed. his 
position in Sarobi, 70 kilometres east of Kabul (AFP photo) 

Italian Catholic group turns to peacemaking 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) ' — As Israelis and 
FalestiDians heightened tlieir 
dupute over Jerusalem Tues- 
day, an Italian Catholic 
I group tried to brii^ diem 
closer togedier by convening 
' Jewish, Muslim and fTiri«trian 
I derw to talk peace. 

I “Jerusalem, as distinct 
, from odier ho^ cities of the 
world, does not belong exclu- 
sively to one reli^on," 
Andm Riccardi, head of the 
Rome-based St. Egidio 
Group, told 200 dergy and 
other participants. 

The group of 15,000 mostly 
Italian members mediated 
between waning parties in 
Mozamfanqne for two years 
unto a 1992 peace agreement. 
Last year, it tried to foster, 
peace in Algeria. 

The Jem^em campaign. 
also appeared to fact an up- 
hfl] b^e — srith Jewish a^ 
Arab delegates each stresang 
their own side's attachment 
.jo the dty Tuesday. 

The oonference comes a 


day after Israel's government 
delivered closure orders m 
three Palestinian offices as 
part of a eampaigw (o assert 
Its “sovereignty” in East 
Jemsalem. 

Israel claims the three 
offices — a broadcasting 
company and heahfa and sta- 
tistics offices — are being ran 
the Palestinian National 
Audiority in violation of the 
Israel-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) accords 
limiting official ftle^nian 
activity to Gaa aiul Jericho. 
The cffioe tfiiectors plan to. 
ignore the order to shnt down 
1^ Friday. 

On Tuesday, the ri^t- 
sring Israeli mayor, Eni^ 
Olmeit, also fore- 

ign offidals stop visiting the 
PLO's Jerusalem headquar- 
ters, the Orient House, 
saying it nos an “insnlt” to 
send official delegations in 
defiance of Israel's nisbes. 

Cardinal Rmct Eubegar- 
ay, the senior Vatican repre- 


sentative at the conference, 
urged the sides to somehow 
share the dty. 

‘^Everyone can daim Jem- 
salem, but none can daim it 
to the exdosion of others,” 
he said. “Jerusalem most, in 
the peace that has been fonnd 
again, b^me the place of 
the most fraternal nnder- 
standing between all sons of 
Abraham.” 

Rabbi Mordechai Piron, 
formeriy chief rabbi of the 
Israeli anny of the Jewish 
community of Zurich, 
Switzerland, spoke of the 
andent and continuing Jew^ 
isb attachment to the d^. 

Mnslim representative 
Abdul Salam Abu 
Shnkfaaidem said Islam 
speaks of peace in Jemsalem, 
Imt added that this vision 
requires Muslim control over 
the eastern sector. 

‘There is no peace witfaont 
justice and we cannot live- 
without East Jemsalem be- 
longing to the Mnslims,” said 


Sheikh Abu Shnkhaidem, 
who represented the Islamic 
trust, or Waqf, whidi admi- 
nisters Mndim holy sites in 
Jerusalem and the West 
Bank. 

Sheikh Abu Shnkhaidem 
rralaced at the last minute 
kuifti Said Sabri. Sheikh Sab- 
ri dedined to comment on 
die reasons for his absence. 

Israeli chief Rabbi Yisrael 
Lau was also absent. 

St Egidio was started in 
the late 1960s a group of 
. Italian stndents in R^e who 
wanted' to serve the poor in 
the spirit of the gospeL They 
operated bomei^ shelters 
and food kimhens for 20 
yean before turning to inter- 
national dialogue. 

‘This is the onl^ talent we 
have, to create bndges,” said 
spokesman Mario Maiasiti. 
“We can prevent the misuse 
of religions for makmg war. 
We can find out again that 
religions are for making 
peace.” 


Lawyers try to prove Filipina on murder charge was raped 


AL AIN (AFP) A teena- 
ger Filipina maid fadng the 
death penal^-for murder re^ • 
peatedtty cbnip^oned of-s«-' 
'ual^bmissinddr'by ber 'etn^' 
ployer before he raped .her, 
her lawyers said Wednestfoy: 

Defence lawyers are trying 
to prove that Sarah BaJaba- 
gan, 16, stabbed her em- 
ployer in self-defence be- 
cause he raped her at 
knifepoint. She faced the 
death sentence if found guilty 
of premeditated murder. 

Ms. Balabagan told repor- 
ters before a hearing of the 
Islamic court here Wednes- 
day that she complained 


.several times to her recmit- 
ment officer of “harassment” 
by her United Arab Emirates 
empTolye^, - Mohammad 
A6offiUii& Al'Baloiishi. 

But she- was told^to obey 
Baloushi, she smd. there 
is a need to kiss him, you kiss 
him,” she was told before 
being sent back to her em- 
ployer. 

The court in AJ 'Ain, .160 
kilometres east of the capital 
Abu Dhabi, was to hear evi- 
dence from the head of the 
recruitment office which 
brou^t Sarah to the emi- 
rates, Mahmoud Farah. 

However, the officer who 


beard her complaints no lon- 
ger worked in the UAE, de- 
fence-lawyer Mohammad A1 
Amin^ald. 

Mis. Balabagan, dressed in 
red with a black scarf, said 
she believed the court would 
believe she was raped. 

“I still believe Fll be freed. 
I only defended myself,'* she 
told reporters. 

She was initu^ sentenced 
to seven yeais in jail with a 
fine of 150,000 dirhams 
(S40,000) after being found 
guilty of murder by the same 
court OR June 26. 

But she was also awarded 
100,000 dirhams (S27.000) in 


compensation because the 
court decided Baloushi had 

raped- her.. _ _ 

“A' feEnaT was 6i3erea"by 
the UAE president, . Sheiui 
Zaye'd'"Ben Stilta‘n^ A1 
Nahayan, after he cancelled 
the first verdicL 

Mb. Balabagan's claims of 
rape were wealwned during a 
bearing on Saturday when 
doctors gave conflicting 
medical evidence. 

The prosecution has called 
for the death penalty, claim- 
ing since she stabbed 
Baloushi 34 times, it was 
premeditated murder and not 
self-defence. 


news in brief , 

Sudan says Carey to visit in October 

KHARTOUM (AP) ^ The archbishop of Canterbury vrill 
visit Sudan in 'October, two years after his visit to the 
rebel-held south led to the expulsion of Britain’s ambassa- 
dor, Sgdan said. The government gave no exact date for 
the visit. Archbishop George Carey's office said only that 
Mr. Carey “hopes to” visit in October, but that the tnp 
would not be confirmed until September. In 1993, Sudan 
expelled the British ambassador, Peter Streams, accusing 
him of interfering in its. internal affairs. Britain then 
expelled the Sudanese envoy to London, Ali Osman 
Mohammad Yasin. The titfer^at ' expulsions were promi^ 
ted by a dispute over the planned visit of Mr. Carey, who is 
head of the Churdi of En^and and spiritual leader of 70 
million Anglicans worldwide. Mr. Carey at the time 
cancelled a visit to Khartoum after the Islamic government 
insisted he come only as its official guest. Mr. Carey 
declined, saying he wanted freedom of movement. He then 
travelled to Kenya and entered southern Sudan without the 
government's ‘permisskm, further angering the regime. 

Lawyer sues to block Egypt from Beijing talks . 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian lawyer has filed suit against 
President Husni Mubarak to block his country's paitii^- 
tion in the U.N. conference on women in Beijing. “This 
conference calls for free sex and is against religious values 
and traditions,” Abdul Halim Mandour wrote m his suit to 
a Cairo administrative court. “Moreover, the women who 
travelled to it travelled without a Muhrim”, a brother, 
husband or fether required as a male companion by Islamic 
law, Mandour said. He filed his suit against Mr. 
Mubarak, as well as the prime minister, the heads of the 
two houses of parliament and several ministers. The court 
will begin hearing the case in a few days, the legal sources 
said. I^t week, the imam of AJ A^ar, Sunni Islam’s 
highest institution.) slammed the conference as anti- 
reli^ous. 

Jewish Agency to search for seized funds 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — The president of the Jewish Agency. 
Abraham Burg, is to go to Switzeriand to try to recover 
funds taken from Jews in World War II and oWferred to 
Swiss banks by the Nazis, the agency said Tuesday. A 
spoke^an for the quasi-government^ agency, which is 
responsible for immigration, said Burg would have meet- 
ings with Swiss President Casper Willinger and George 
Krayir, president of the Union of- Swiss Banks. Israeli 
org^sations believe the Nazis transferred several hundred 
million dollars seized from Jews, particularly in April 1945 
at the end of the war. The accounts were set up under 
pseudonyms and the survivors and descendants of the 
victims of the holocaust have been unable to recover their* | 
money. Mr. Burg said he would try to find out exactly what : 
happened to the money and find a way of giving it track to ^ 
the owners, their descendants, or Jewish institutions, the j 
spokesman added. 

U.S. fines L'Oreal for allegedy boycotting Israel 

WASinNGTON (AFP) — The U.S. government fined 
cosmetics giant L'Oreal SI .44 million Tuesday, claiming 
the French company broke the taw by joining a boycott 
against Brael called by Arab countries. L'OreS agreed to 
pay the fine to avoid a long and arduous legal battle, but 
did not admit fault as the government contended, it said in 
a statement. The company took issue with the use of lira 
word “fine”-to. describe its agreement with the U.S. 
Department of Commerce. Commerce officials, mean- 
while. said the fine — one of the Taigest ever imposed for a 
boycoiff against' Israel would serve to remind other 
comp^es that countries are still sanctioning Israel. “The 
Arab boycott of Israel is not yet consigned to history.” said 
John Oespres. a Commerce Depanment asristam secret- 
ary. He said the law “will continue to be enforced 
vigorously until the boycott is completely ended.” The 
de^utment explained that the fines were imposed against 
L’Oreal because of correspondence sent to the company 
from two U.S. affiliates. Parbel Inc., formerly Helena 
Rubinstein Inc., and Cosmair Inc. U.S. officials requesting 
anonymity said L'Oreal asked for the information concern- 
ing the affiliates' business activities in Israel in order to 
placate Syria, main leader of the boycott. L'Oreal Presi- 
dent Lindsay Owen-Jones said he was “sorry that such 
correspondence was ever sens;” and vowed it would not 
happen again. 


Sad memories mark meeting on cbildren trapped in war Boy scouts killed in road accident 


By Mariam Sami 
The Associated Press 

CAIRO — Emanuel Mour- 
wel is IS, a refugee from 
southern Sudan who lost five 
ftiends to the raging dvil war 
in his homeland. Lamia 
Had}'. 16, still has nightmares 
from tire killing in last year's 
battles in Yemen. 

Both are refugees living in 
Cairo and for the past three 
days have taken part in a 
U.N.-sponsored conference 
on the effect of armed con- 
flict on Arab children. 

The meeting brought 
together about W sociolog- 
ists, child psychologists arM 
U.N. officials. It en&d Tues- 
day with announcement of 
recommendations for sparing 
the region’s diildren ftim the 
boiTors and sorrows of armed 


conflict. 

It is part of a wider effort 
— to include meetings in 
other revolts — that even- 
tually is expected to produce 
a U.N. dooiment meant to 
help children throughout the 
world trapped in war. 

The Cairo meeting, orga- 
nised by the U.N. Quldren's 
Fund (UNICEF), and the 
U.N. Economic and Social 
Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), sought the 
views of 21 children — 
Sudanese, Yemenis, Egyp- 
tians and Palestinians. 

Over 100 million Arab chil- 
dren have been orphaned, 
lost a limb, lost their homes 
or been devastated in other 
ways by conflict since World 
War II, said Sarojini Vit- 
tachi, UNlCEFs regional 
director. 

At least half of the 21 Arab 


states have suffered armed 
conflict in recent hbtoiy. The 
five Arab-lsraeli wars are 
well known, but other con- 
frontations have drawn less 
international attention. 

Last year's Yemen civfl 
war nu n nred battles in tiie 
1960s between tradittoutlists 
and leftists. The SwSii dvil 
war, in which Chrisriaps and 
adherents of tribal faiths have 
fought the Muslim govern- 
mem since 1983, has led to 
1.3 million deaths from fight- 
ing or ensuing femines. 

The oombers are large, but 
the cUdren tell their stories 
in small, distina memories, 

“Our house was heavfly 
shelled by the government 
forces, and me and my five 
brothen and sbtera tud under 
the bed,” said Monrwel, re- 
counting an attack on Wau, 
his sontfaeni town. 


His reaction was not re- 
venge, but hope. He drew his 
bands togedwr as a symboLof 
a world unked in co op eration 
and said: “I want all the 
countries to be mgetber in 
peace.” 

The Yemeni girl, Lamia 
Hady, said she had ni^t- 
oiares about the war in the 
^ning and sommer of 19S^. 
She recalled one scene of 
death at a well where she 
went to draw water — 
and which was bombed just 
minuies after she filled her 
buckets. 

The meeting in Cairo had 
the bureaucratic title “Coin 
Miltation on the Impact of 
Armed Conflict <» Chfldren 
in the Arab Region.” Tho- 
mas Hammarberg, U.N. 
adviser to the session, said its 
purpose was simple: “A de- 
tennined stand the inter- 


national community... 
against violations of chil- 
dren’s rights.” 

The violations range from 
keeping a child from playing 
or going to school — to rape, 
torture and forced service as 
soldiers. The U.N.'s defini- 
tioD of a child is anyone 
Qoder 18. 

The participants split into 
groups to make recom- 
mendations on the meeting's 
five themes: Chfldren as nn- 
toucbable zones of peace; 
women as peacemakers and 
victims of violence; beli^ 
cbildren recover from war’s 
trauma; the media's role in 
highlighting isjusdee against 
cimdren; and education as an 
instrument for tolerance. 

Among the 10 pages of 
recommendations were mak- 
ing it a crime to blodc deliv- 


ery of bumanitBrian aid to 
children and organising 
‘^p^cbological first aid” for 
yoong^fers caught up in war. 

The participating chOdren 
exchanged addresses and 
signed eadi other’s suggest^ 
remedies, some giggling . in 
the process. 

Recommendations ftrom 
the meeting, along with an 
earlier session on snb- 
Sabaran Africa and later ones 
in Asia, the Americas and 
Europe, are to be presented 
to the U.N. Generm Assem- 
bly next year. 

But Gi^ Macfael, a for- 
mer education minister from 
Mozambique, said protecting 
children will require more 
than just issuing recom- 
mendations. 

*TIu 5 study alone will not 
diange the world,” she said. 


SIDON (AFP) — Three boy scouts were killed on Tuesday 
and IS others injured when their bus collided with a 
transport truck on a highway between Sidon and the 
southern port of Tyre, police said. The casualties all 
belonged to the Ka^afa Islamiyya (Muslim boy scouts) 
and were in their late teens, police said. The acci^nt took 
place on the Sarafand road. Both the truck and the bus 
overturned. More than 500 people died on Lebanon's 
war-battered roads in the first six months of 1995, police 
said at the 'start of August. But the press here report 
deadly accidents caused by speeding almost every day. 
Experts have blamed the accidents on the battered state of 
ro^. speeding, a lack of road signs and a steep rise in the 
number of cars — around 1.5 million registered in a 
country of about four million people. 

Israel refuses to free imprisoned Brazilian 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel on Tuesday rejected Brazfl's 
request to free a BraziUan national jailed for a decade for 
the murder of an Israeli soldier. Brazil's visiting Foreign 
Minister Luiz Felipe Lampreia asked Israel's justice' 
minister to free Lamia Hassain Marouf, convicted of 
helping her husband kidnap and kill an Israeli soldier in 
19^. The justice minister, David Ubai, denied the 
request. 


JORDAN lEiaVlSION 

Tor 

PROGRAMME TWO 

13:15 Fireman Sum 

13:30 Ir».ihc Happv Profeuor 

13:50 My Scavl IJcntUy 

14:15 NBA 

15:00 PiruiCk Nund 

15 JO Take Your Pick 

l«:00 Dead Mcn'k Taks 

16:30 i Witness Video 

17:00 

Children's Progr^mc — Rahan 
17:30 ... Vunciics und Game Show 

I9:00 News in French 

19:15 Maeozine 

I9J0 News Headlines 

19J5 National Geographic 

S0;3O The Aihum Show 

21:15 Murder She Wrote 

23:00 . .. News m English 

22:25 Feature Him 

23J9 Shogun 

OOJO Perfect Stranger 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:44 Fdjr 

(SunnscJ Data 

I2J6 Dhuhr 

16:12 ‘Asr 

19:07 Maghrch 

20:2S 'Isha 

CHURCHES 

Si. Miry of Naaireth Cbirch 
SwcUUi. Tel. .SUI740 
A svmUks of God Cirarch, Tel. 
WfKS. 

St. Jateph CiMrvh Td. 0245«Nl. 


Church of the AnnudMioa Tcl. 
637440. 

De la SaOc Cburcli Tel. Mt|7S7 
TerrannctR Chnrch Tcl: 6Z2366 
Church or the Animnciatioa Tcl. 
623541. 

AuidkH Church Tcl. 63(W5i. Tcl. 
62SS43. 

Amwidon CathoUc Church Tcl. 
771331. 

AjmcnlRB Onhodox Cbnrdi Tcl. 
775261. 

Sc. Ephnlm Cburch Tcl. 7717SI. 
Ammon iBicmaiioiial Church Tcl. 
652526. 

EvoBReUcal Lothcrun Church Tel: 
X2432A. 

Cciuion.apnhhiK Evaiqedlal Cou- 
invxiahM Tcl: 

The Church of Jtsm Chrtat of 
LaOcr-Doy Satnts Tcl. 664032 
Churdi oT Noaorcoe Tcl.67S69l. 
The EvanyUcol Local Church In 

Aiuiinn 
Tcl. Hi 1295 


WEATHER 

Bulktia Mpplkd by the Depan- 
meal of Mctcorck^. 

Fine weather conditions will 
vail during the weekend with 
temperatures below average by 4 
degree centigrade and relative 
humidity rising slightly. Clouds will 
he seen'at low allinidts with winds 
nonhwcstcrly moderate to aaivc. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Mm. /Max. temp. 


Amman l8/2d 

Aqaba 25 06 

Deserts 16 / 32 

Jordan Valley 24/35 

Yesterday's high icmpcralures: 
Amman *9 Aqaba 38, Humidity 
readings: Amman 4S per cent, 
Aqaba 30 per cenL 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

[>r. MukhksHalasah 819220 

Dr. Ghaich Zawaideb 73601 1 

Dr. YoasefFaqih 7S69»i 

Dr. Mohammad Shoqair ... 6S26n 

Fires phamucy 66I9I2 

Pbrdows pharmacy 778336 

Al Asema ptianwiQr 6370SS 

Naiionkh pharmacy fS3t>T2 

Al Salam pbarmacy 636730 

Yaeeub pharmiey 64494S 

Shmeisani pharnucy .637^ 

Saireajh pnannacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy M7632 

IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu { — ) 
AlOuds pharmacy ( — j 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 98.1555 

Khalifch pbannaey 9XS4 17 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 
Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brindc 6I7IOI 

BkwdBiiik 775121 

Highway Police 8434U2 

TralTic Pidiec 896390 

Public Sccoriiy Oepamcm ... — 630321 

Hotel Cont^ainu 6U5800 

Price Commnis 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Munidpaliry 

Complaints 7S7l 1 1 

Telephone Informatiofl 

(directory assistance} 121 

OverseasCalls 010230 

Central Amman Tclc^ionc 

Repairs 623IUI 

Abdali Tdephone Repain 661IUI 

Jordan Tcleviaen 7731 II 

RadioJorcUn 774ill 

Water Authority 680100 

Jenlan Electricity Authority 

8I56I5 

EleOTK Posrer 

Company fJ6381 

RJ FlQhi InfonoatioD .... <9^53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airpon (»-532lU 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 8I3K13/32 
Uialidi Maternity. J. Amn 

tU428}/6 


Aktieh Maicrnitr.J. Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642^ 

MaUias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, ^rnebani 664171/4 

Shmetsani Hospital ...* 669131 

University Hospital 845M45 

Al'Muasber Hosphal — 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. At-Mubajiocn ... 777I0I/3 
AI-Bashir.J.Asbrefieh 775111/26 

Army.SMarfca 89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hosj^ ....ttCUO/SO 

Amal Hospital 6U7I5S 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865 1 99 

ZARQA 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 109)983323 
Zaru Nationa] Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hosptnii (09)986732 

AJHiktuModers Hospital (09)990990 

BBID; 

Princess Bama Hosphal (02)275555 

Creek Caihotk Ho^ (QZI272Z7S 

Ibn A) Nafcm Hosplttl (02)247100 

AQABA 

PiioccB Haya Hospital (03)3]41 1 1 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Tltis mfoiwation b suppUed by 
Rpyal Jordanian (RJ) inmntaiion 
deportment ot the Oiteeo Alia to- 


lentodonaJ Airport Tcl. (0lt)SS2OO- 
5. where it ahouW a/wa» be veri- 
fied. 


AKIDVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Terminal 1) 

94:25 Smsaporc. Kuala Lunpur 
IRJ) 

05:30 Adcu(RJ) 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

09:15 Muscat (RJ) 

10:05 Dhahran. Rivadh (RJ) 

19*J5 Newl^lhKRJ) 

10:35 Beirut (RJ) 

iIH)0 Colombo(RJ) 

llriW New Delhi (RJ) 

17:45 New Ycnie. Amstrdam(RJ) 

17:50 LondfHi(RJ) 

18:30 Cairo. Aqaba (RJ) 

19ri)0 Bangkok. Gticuna(RJ) 

19:10 CasaWanq. Tunis (RJ) 

19:15 Athens<RJ) 

2M0.... Abu Dhabi. AI*Ain(RJ) 

20s40 Ronic(Rj) 

21:50 Rome(addURJ) 

00:15 Larnaq iRJ) 

04:30 Dubai (add) I RJ) 

' Offier Rights (Terminal 2) 

06:50 AbuDbabi(GF)' 

13M Doha(Q7) 

13:40 Shariqah(AH) 

13st0 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

]4ri» Riyadh (SV) 

I7M Romc(AZ) 


18:45 Paris. Damascus ( AF) 

20-JS Cairo (MS) 

21:00 Dubai (EK) 

21:10 Beirut (ME) 

23:20 Istanbul (TK) 

00:50 London (KJ) 

01:10 Amsterdam (KL) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Rights 
(Terminal 1) 


06:40 BetTui(RI) 

12d)0 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

12:15 Rotne(RJ) 

12JD ... Amsterdam. Chieago(RJ) 

12:40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

13:10 Paris (RJ) 

13:10 Cairo(RJ) 

13:10 Rome (add) (RJ) 

!3d5 Athens (RJ) 

13:25 London (RJ) 

20:35 Larnaa(RJ) 

21:J0 Madrid (RJ) 

<21:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

21-JO Dubai (RJ) 

21:45 Doha(RJ) 

22.-M Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

22:30 Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RJ) 
23:30 Bahrain (RJ) 

Othar Plights (Termliwl ^ 
07^40 Shariqah.'Abu Dhabi (GF) 

WrfS Beirut (ME) 

14:30 Damascus, Doha (Q7i 

14:30 

Ahi DItabi. Al 'Ain. Miiscai (CP) 


32M Dubai (EK) 

02:35 Amsterdam (KL) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 

Dep,AnuBB... g.-OOajn.e«CfyMonilEy 
Arr.DaBscm 5KXIp.m. evoy Monday 
Dep-DauBciB 7J0ajn. every Sunday 
Arr.Auuaan .... SdlOpjn. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

L/pper/Tower price in Hk per kg. 

Apple...' 6AV400 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukamrmr) 620 

Cabbage 130/80 

C^l 33V200 

Cauliflower 260/1S0 

Cu&mbcrs (large) 150/100 

Cuaunbers (small) 260/ ISO 

^gplant 200/ 120 

' Ftp 35QGS0 

Garlic 700«00 

Grapes 750/600 

Lemon (yellow) 500 / 400 

Leiaan (pecn) 3S0/2S0 

Marrow (large) 200 / 120 

Marrow (small) 380 / 280 

Mulukhia 140 / 80 

Okra 800 / 700 

Onion (dry) 230/ 150 

Orange 450/350 

Peaches 85IV6S0 

Pcppcr(bol) 200/ 100 

Pcf^ (sweet) 220/ 120 

POmcgiaRaie ... 350/^ 

Pouto 240/ 150 

String Beans 650 / 500 

Swcci Melon 280/180 

Tomato ... 120/80. 

Water Melon 200/120 
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Jordan, Morocco should cooperate in 
preparing for MENA summit — Regent 


(Petra) — His 
goyal Highness Crown 
pnn£s Hiissan, (he Regent, 
underlined the need for 
ptomotiog cooperation nnd 
^(ual exchange between 
Morocco and Jordan in plan- 
gjng for the future of the 
Middle East and the North 
Africa region. 

Speaking during a meeting 
at the Royal ^uit with 
Moroccan envoy David 
^^idre Azoulay, P^ce Has- 
sao said that the upconung 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA ) conference 
will dscuss a host of pro- 
jects that will benefit all the 
countries of the region. 

Mr. Azoulay, who is pri- 
vate advisor to King Hassan 
Q of Morocco, reiterated the 
need for Jordanian-Moroc- 
cooperation at this 
“important stage of the 
region's his^ that is wit- 
nessing rafdd developments 
and changes.** 

He said that Morocco, 
which arranged for .the 
Casablanca MENA confer- 
ence last year was ready to 


help Jordan prepare sut^ss- 
fully for the Amman Mj^A 
conference. 

Mr. Azoulay later met 


Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabarid and 
reviewed MtMxxxran- Jordan- 
ian lelatioDS and pan-Arab 


affairs as well as ongoing 
airangemems fOT the NSNA 
conference scheduled for 
late October. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, Wednesday confers with Moroc- 
can envoy David Andre Azoulay (Petra photo) 


House to discuss violations of public freedoms 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

Amman — The Lower House of Parija- 
ment is expected to bold a special ses- 
sion next week to i^scuss the report of 
its Public Freedoms Comnunee on the 
situation of public ffeedoih in the coun- 
try with special emjdiasis on the with- 
drawal of pas^rts, freedom of expres- 
sion and political prisoners. 

According to Bassam Haddadin, rap- 
porteur for the committee, the govern- 
ment's practices vis-a-vis human rights 
and public freedoms dtould be proper- 
ly evaluated. 

In the report, the committee pointed 
to violations of freedom of expression 
arid freedom to hold public meetings 
and caUed on the govenuneni to "abide 
by their own law." 

> The comminee also adopted the case 


of Jordanians whose passports have 
been withdrawn or replac^ by two- 
year temporary passports. 

While the report meotiooed diat the 
committee held talks with Minister of 
Interior Salameh Hammad on the issue 
and agreed to c(»ect all violations, it 
said it still considers "the right of the 
citizen to a nationality or passport as a 
sacred right that should not be taken or 
given on the basis of nepotism." 

The report also tackled the municipal 
electicms of tiie Zarqa governorate held 
in mid-July and insisted that the gov- 
ernment remain neutral in all proce- 
dures adopted before and during 
municipal elections in the future and 
pledged to "continue looking into the 
remarks and questions raised by 
deputies on this issue." 

The committee also called for the 
compensation of those who were 


charged in the Mn'ta University case 
after they were acquitted. The case 
involved six students who were tried 
for seditzoo but were larer acguitzed by 
the appeals court.' 

As for political prisoners, Mr. Had- 
dadin said ±at the committee has suc- 
ceeded in "cleansing political detention 
centres," by which he meant there were 
fewer political detainees. 

"We have been infonned by the min- 
ister that only three political detainees 
are held at present." said deputy Had- 
dadin. 

"The committee cannot be neuirai," 
Mr. Haddadin said. "But it also believes 
in the necessity of bringing the govern- 
ment and the opposition together in a 
serious dialogue on all pending Issues 
of interest and importance to the coun- 
try." 
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DARATALFUNUN 
SUMMER '95 ACTIVITIES 

EXHIBITIONS 


Gallery. 

* 3-D experiments in calligraphy by Usama Kha- 
lidi. 

HLM 


* Works of graphic art by several artists at the 
South Gallery. 

^Photography show Elements in Harmony' by 
Hala Hodieb. 

^Display of painted stone and steel, 'Embargo 
Art' by Iraqi artist Nuha A1 Radi. 

*'Early Morning Scribbles' by Lebanese artist 
Amin A1 Basha and Jordanian artist Rajwa Bint 
Ali and 'Late Night Scribbles' by Amin A1 
Basha and artist Ali BermameL 
^Sculpture by Rajwa Bint Ali at the Open Air 
Sculpture workshop. 

^Ceramic shop at the Lower Gardens. 

*Woxk$ by contemporary artists at the Central 




'Dead Poet's Society' at the American Centre on 
Thursday at 5.00 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

’^Exhibition of Egj^tian products at the 
Amman International Auto Show, Airport 
Road. 

^Abstract art by the late artist Adnan Hilu at 
the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Paintings by Pioneers of the Fifties Isma'il 
and Suzanne A1 Sheikhly, Khalid Qassab, and 
Dr. Nuii Behjet at Orfali Art Gallery, Um 
Utheina. 



VIEWS: A battery-operated wheelchair being driven alongside heavy trafOc pauses at a red traffic 
where it is e}-ed by passers-by and drivers in downtown .Amman (Photo by Yousef AI *.AUan) 






Germany grants Jordan JD 20m 
in technical and financial^aid 



Du Herbert S ahimawn (second left), head of the Middle East Desk at the Federal Ger- 
man Mhiistry of Economic Cooperation arid Development, with Dr. Nabil Amman 
Wedn^d^y sign the financial agreement for assistance to the Kingdom (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — German 
and Jordanian economists 
Wednesday wound up two 
days of meetings in Amman 
by announcing a 42 million 
mark (nearly JD 20 mlUion) 
in German financial and 
technical assistance to the 
Kingdom for 1995. 

The talks led on the Ger- 
man side by Herbert 
S ahlmann, head of the Mid- 
dle East £)esk at the Federal 
German Ministry of Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and • 
Development and by Nabil 
Amman, secretary general- 
of the. Ministry of Planning, 
covered a wide range of top- 
ics related to bilateral coop- 
eration. 

According to the minutes 
of Che meetings, signed by 
Dr. Ammari and Dr. 
Sahlmann, the sum of 30 
miilioD marics will come in 
the fenrm of a soft loan to 
finance the replacement of 
the old w^er netwoik in the 
Amman region and 12 mil- 
lion macks will be provided 
in the foim of technical 
assistance on ■ several pro- 
jects connected with water, 
the environment, agricul- 
ture, health, archaeology and 
energy. 


Charge d' Affaires Michael 
Bock at - the German 
embassy in Amman told the 
Jordan Tunes that the talks 
in (be past two days were 
within a programme of 
annual meetings between 
the two sides to discuss and 
follow up the implementa- 
tion of projects and define 
new ones. 


He said that apart from 
Jordanian schemes the two 
sides reviewed ideas and 
proposals for regional pro- 
jects that can be isqzlement- 
ed with German and Euro- 
pean Union financial and 
technical assistance. The 
projects include building 
bridges, water canals and the 
distribution of power. 


According to Dr. Amman 
the talks also covered 
prospects for financing an 
izri^tion network in the 
Adasiefa, Deir Alla region as 
well as the electric power 
linkage"' between Jordan, 
Palestine and Israel, in addir 
tion to the expansion of the 
Aqaba airport 


Prince Ra'ad opens medical conference 



Chief Chamberiain Prince Ra’ad' Ben 2^id Wednesday opens a meeting on gastroen- 
terology, The opening ceremony was also attended by Health Mini^r Aref Batayneh 
(Petra photo) 


AMNiAN (J.T.) — Jordan, 
in its preparations for the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) conference 
in October, welcomes 
investments in different 
development projects 
including bealtb and med- 
ical insiimtions, said His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Ra'ad Ben Zeid the Chief 
Chamberlain Wednesday in 
an opening address to a gas- 
troenterology meeting. 

The three-day meeting is 
organised by the Arab Soci- 
ety of Gastroenterology 
(ASG) and - the -Jcadaiiiaa 
Society of Gastroenterology 
CISC). 

The meeting will be 
attended by nearly 500 dele- 
gates from Jordan and Arab 
and foreign countries. 

Jordan has attained a 
prominent stand in tbe 
region for its excellent med- 
ical and bealtb services, tbe 
Prince said. The country 
welcomes investments in 
health spas and provides 
facilities at the mineral 
springs and the Dead Sea for 
such projects, he said. 


Health Minister Aref 
Batayneh said the gathering 
of a large number of special- 
ists in Jordan offers a chance 
for the exchange of ideas 
and expeitise to promote tbe 
medic^ profession in Jordan 
and tbe Arab region. 

According to JSG Presi- 
dent Hasbem Abu Hassan a 
total of 50 working papers 


on gastroenterology are to 
be reviewed by tbe dele- 
gates. 

On the sidelines of the 
conference, held at the 
Amman Philadelphia Hotel, 
the organisers have arranged 
for an exhibition of medical 
equipment from Arab and 
foreign pharmaceodcal 
Snns. 

The meetings will be 


attended by delegates from 
tbe following countries: 
Syria, Iraq. Lebanon, Pales- 
tine. Saudi Arabia, tbe Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates, Libya, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco, 
Bahrain, 'Yemen, Sudan. 
Egypt, the U.S., Britain and 
Joidbi in addition to heads 
of gastroenterology societies 
in Zimbabwe, Greece and 
South Africa. 


Palestinian Affairs Department 
rejects UNRWA college closure 

‘Decision violates agreement between agency and Jordan ’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Department of Palestinian 
Affairs Wednesday reject- 
ed a decision taken by the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
to close down the Educa- 
tiond Sciences College 
near Amman and said that 
it has reported to the gov- 
ernment the recent devel- 
opments concerning the 
closure issue. 

Department Director 
Ibraitim Tarshihi said in a 
statement carried by the 
Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, that he was surprised 
by the LiNKWA decision 
which was conveyed to 
him by Mohammad Abdul 
Mu’ men. UNRWA's deputy 


director general in Jordan. 

"I told Mr. Abdul Mu’- 
men that the agency's deci- 
sion was unacceptable 
because it adversely affects 
Jordan as a country hosting 
Palestinian refugees and 
harms the Middle East 
peace process,” said Mr. 
Tarshihi. 

The UNRWA decision 
also violates an agreement 
concluded by tbe agency 
and Jordan which prohibits 
the agency from taking any 
reduction of its health and 
educational services in tbe 
Kingdom. added Mr. 
Tarshihi. 

Tbe closure was protest- 
ed earlier by college dean 


Izz Eddin Manasrah who 
said that the agency bad 
informed him of its deci- 
sion to shut down the col- 
lege for budget constraints. 

“1 have requested Mr. 
Abdul Mu’men to convey 
the department's views to 
UNRWA headquarters in 
Jordan totally rejecting the 
agency's decision and also 
to relay Jordan's views -to 
the UI*^WA Commissioner 
General liter Turkmen,** 
said Mr. Tarshihi. 

"But Mr. Abdul Mu*men 
returned to my office two 
days later to reaffirm tbe 
UNR'WA director’s insis- 
tence on his position over 
the closure citing financial 


reasons and asking that tbe 
smdents be absorbed in pri- 
vate universities here," Mr. 
Tarshihi said. 

Not only did we voice 
our objection to tbe closure 
but also to any attempts by 
UNRWA to charge fees 
from the refugee students, 
Mr. Tarshihi said. Such a 
move would adversely 
affect the living conditions 
of refugees in Jordan, he 
added. 

Mr. Tarshihi said his 
department had revealed 
the recent developments to 
the Foreign Ministry and 
was hoping that tbe prob- 
lem would soon be solved. 


Schools to be given wider scope of authority 



.Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
DepuW ' Prime Minister 
and Minister of Education 
Abdul Raouf Ratvabdeh 
disclosed Wednesday that 
the ministry was going 
ahead with plans to give 
schools a wider margin of 
decentralised authority. 

Under this plan each 
school will have its own 
individual agenda. Mr. 
Rawabdeh said. Each 
school will have the 
authority to choose its 
own 'programmes and 
extra-curricular activities 
and will not be forced to 


abide by rules from the 
central education^ 
department. 

Mr. Rawabdeh was 
speaking at a meeting 
with the ministry's plan- 
ning committee. 

The plan gives authority 
to the school principal to 
work out her/his own 
school's technical pro- 
grammes and to super^'ise 
plans for developing the 
school's interaction with 
the local community, 
according to the minister. 

Acting secretary«enei^ 
of the ministry, inouqan 


Obeidat said students will 
still have to learn the 
national anthem by heart 
and school principals are 
still 10 draw’ up local com- 
munity activity plans and 
educational supervisors 
will continue to prepare 
training material for 
teachers. 

According to Dr. Obei- 
dat. educational depan- 
mems in the govemorates 
w’ili have to arrange for 
(be publication of school 
gazettes and offer housing 
loans to local teachers. 







World News 


Ex-conservative premier switches 
sides over Australian republic 


Jordan Times^ August 31-Septen^^ 1 ^ 


SYDNEY — Aus- 
tralia's republican cause 
received a major boost 
■Wednesday as former liber- 
al Prime Minister and 
staunch monarchist Mal- 
colm Fraser publicly • 
switched sides to announce 
his support for a republic. 

And he blamed the andcs 
of Britain's young royals for 
his change of heart 

"Emotionally, I have been 
attached to the monarchy 
because I believe nations 
should protect their past and 
build on it for the future," 
Mr. Fraser wrote in his regu- 
lar column in the Australian 
newspaper. 

But he added that for a 
variety of reasons. “wWch 
relate more to what has hap- 
pened in Britain than what 
has happened in Australia. I 
now. accept that a republic is 


inevitable and right,” 

Mr. Fraser, prime minister 
for seven years to March 
1983, later went on radio to 
am^dify his newfound con- 
viction that Australia should 
sever its link to the throne, 
blaming Britain's young 
royals for his change of 
heart. 

He said tbelr behaviour 
showed they had no loyalty 
to the institution of which 
they were a pan, adding: 
**With modem media arou^ 
and antics going on in front 
.of the whole world, it's just 
not appropriate." 

Mr. Fraser became a 
demon of the labour move- 
mem when he won the 1975 
election after Labour Prime 
Minister Gough Whidam 
was sacked by the queen's 
representative, Governor 
General Sir John Kerr, to 


resolve a constitutional cri- 
sis. 

But Mr. Fraser made it 
clear Wednesday he did not 
necessarily support Prime 
Minister Paul Keating's 
route to a republican future. 
"1 do not necessarily see it 
happening according to the 
Keating timetable.” Mr. 
Fraser said. 

Mr. Keating has been the 
most visible and voluble 
advocate of a republic 
although support is now evi- 
dent across the political 
spectrum. 

The government plans a 
referendum, if it retains 
power at the upcoming elec- 
tion. to decide whether the 
country should become a 
republic on Jan. 1, 2001. 

The Liberal Party has 
many admitted republican 
supporters, butnot its leader. 


John Howard, an avowed 
monarchist who heads the 
conservative coalition oppo- 
sition in Caobezra. 

Mr. Fraser said it would be 
tragic if the pr^sal for a 
republic were forced 
tl^ugh a referendum with a 
narrow majority 'and he 
believed the government 
and opposition bad to seek 
agreement to- remove the 
issue from the political 
arena. 

This would depend en^re- 
ly on whether Mr. Keating 
was *^prepaied to pursue an 
act of statesmanship and 
take positive steps to take 
the heat out of die issue by 
establishing a process that 
will enable Australia as a 
nation to move forward,” 
said Mr. Fraser. 


Japan tries to defuse row with China over aid cuts 


TOKYO (R) — Japan tried 
V/ednosday to defuse a row 
with China over aid cuts to 
protest against Beijing's 
nuclear tests, but Chiffa kept 
up its angr\' ^ticism of . 
Tokyo's action. * 

■ Tokyo had announced 
Tuesthy it was freezing 
most of its grant aid to Bei- 
jing. which makes up the 
stablest portion of its finan- 
cial as.sistonce to China, and 
was also considering a cut in 
more importam low-interest 
yen loans. 

' .A.fter a day of intense 
debate between Foreign 
Minlstr.' officials keen to 
avoid harming Sino-J^an- 
osc relations parliamen- 
iarians wanting stnmger 
action, the government said 
Wednesday it had decided 
:iot to touch the yen loans. 

Chinese Ambassador Xu 
Ounxin was summoned to 
Lhe Foreign Ministry by 
Japanese Vice Foreign Min- 
/.ster Sadayuki Hayashi and 
was told of the action Japan 
pl.an.7ed. .. 

.But -Mr. Xu,, .who called 
Japan'.t decision “unwise”, 
vehemently protested 


against Japan even cutting 
grant aid, saying this could 
harm bilateral relations. 

A Japanese Foreign Min- 
istry official quoted Mr. Xu 
an saying China opposed 
linking economic aid with 
political issues. 

“Such a step will deeply 
hurt the feelings of the Chi- 
nese public. It is like dash- 
ing cold water on budding 
Sino-J^anese ties,” Mn Xu 
was quoted as saying. 

“It will have a negative 
effect 00 Sino-Japanese rela- 
tions.” he said. 

In a- rare use of its diplo- 
matic clout. J^>an had 
decided to freeze most gram 
^d until China agreed to 
stop conducting any more 
nuclear tests. < Beijing 
resumed nuclear tests Jo 
May and conducted a second 
test blast earlier this month 
despite a storm of world- 
wide protest. 

Tokyo decided to curb 
grant aid to around 500 mil- 
lion yen (55.20 million) in 
the current, fiscal year, end^ 
ing next . March 31,. dowa 
fi-om about 7.8 billion yen 
($81.2 million) the previous 


yean 

Mr. Xu accused Tokyo of 
inconsistency in its nuclear 
policy, noting that despite its 
vocal anti-nuclear stance 
Japan was under the protec- 
tion of the U.S. nuclear 
umbrella. 

Mi. Xu also attacked Japan 
for making the decision in a 
year maridng the 50tb 
anniversary of the end of 
World War H. 

“In China we would hope 
that Japan would reflect on 
the dama^ it c^ised other 
nations (during the war) and 
take appropriate measures.” 
Mr. Xu was quoted as say- 
ing. 

Mr. Xu said China had 
been invaded many times by 
powerful countries in recent 
history, but be said Japan 
had caused the worst devas- 
tation. He said China hmi 
learned a paiofril lesson 
from its hisu^ — that a 
weak country is bullied. 

In response to Mr. Xu’s 
criticism. Vice Foreign Min-' 
isier- Hayashi -rejectet^- Mr. 
Xa's accusation of inconsis- 
tency and strongly <tenied 
Tokyo was singling out Bei- 


jing for political motives. 

Mr. Hayashi said financial 
aid could not be provided 
without the understanding of 
the Japanese' public, and 
Japan had decided to freeze 
most grant aid to make clear 
Japan’s deep re^t over 
China's nuclear tests. 

But he added that this did 
not represent a revision of 
Jean’s policy to maintain 
stable ties witii China. 

Last December, J^)an 
agreed to provide 580 billion 
yen ($6.04 billion) in a new 
three-year aid package to 
China starting next year. 

During negotiations over 
the soft loans — the fourth 
tranche to be offered to 
China since diplomatic ties 
between Tbkyo mid Beijing 
were normalhed in 1972 — 
Japan hod warned that. fur- 
ther nuclear testing could 
endanger the package. 

In an aid package wtuch 
covered fiscal 1990 to 1995^ 
Tokyo, .extended B.IO. billion 
yen <$S.43.bilUpa) m similar- 
loans. 


jctforgia promises to clamp down on terrorism 


TBILISI. (R) — Georgia 
promised special measures 
10 damp down on terrorism 
Wednesday after leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze sur- 
^’ived on apparent assassina- 
tioR attempt with cuts and 
braises. 

“Special joint measures 
will be undertaken after con- 
sultations and meetings 
between the prosecutors 
office, the Interior Ministry 
anJ the Defence Ministry.” 
Security Minister Igor Geor- 
gadze told local television. 

He .said the goveromeni 
had received hints that there 
might be an attack well 
Ixrfore Tuesday's car bomb 
e:<ploded outside the parlia- 
ment building. 

Mr. Shcvai^adze. 67, the 
i:!sc foreign minister of the 
lotmer Soviet Union, was 
rr.:n in the blast but released 
:'roin hospital after treatment 
for minor injuries. 

TMlisi's main Rustaveli 
A.venjc, a trcelined street of 
:-’.oveniir.eni buildings, was 
^'peroJ again to traffic 
but security 
rjnt.'^ined ti^K. Nervous sol- 
triers chocked documents 
L-;:ref:;):y and armoured per- 
.:cRc! u:;rriers stood at key 
I'nildings. 

News .Agency said 
interior Ministry person- 
'^e! had been piac^ on foil 
.'.iert ,if:cr the attack. 

Pi.r!iaricm will meet in 
session to di.scuss 
.vh;i! n:casures should be 
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Firefighters hose down the smouldering remains of the destroyed car of Georgian leader 
Eduard Shevardnadze, which was blown up before the ceremony of the signing of the 
new Georgian c(Mistitution,Mr. Shevardnadtt suffered minor injaries(AFP photo) 


taken after the anack on Mr. 
Shevardnadze, who played a 
key role in ending the cold 
war. 

The goveroment and par- 
liament held an extraordi- 
nary joint session on Tues- 
day night and local televi- 
sion radio reports said 
several deputies demanded 
that a state of emergency be 
introduced, at least in the 
capital. 

“Ibis lenrorist act is a 
grave crime against Mr. She- 
vardnadze ai^ against the 
state,” said a statement by 
parliamentaiy deputies read 
out on local television. 


“Its aim was to destabilise 
tbe republic, ruin the state 
system and unleash chaos.” 
A separate statement by 
tbe government urged peo- 
ple to remain calm but to be 
vigilaoL It said the new con- 
stitution would be enforced 
and parliamenta^ and presi- 
dential elections held 
according to tbe basic law. 

Mr. Shevardnadze's car 
was leaving tbe iimer court- 
yard of tbe Georgian parlia- 
ment when a green Soviet- 
made Niva four-wheel-drive 
vehicle exploded nearby. 

A d^mty speaker of parlia- 
ment and several body- 


guards were also injured. No 
one was killed. 

Immediately after the 
explosion Mr. Shevard- 
oadK, clearly shaken, con- 
demn^ foose who had 
organised tbe explosion as 
terrorists and criminals out 
to destabilise the trans-Cau- 
casus state ahead of a presi- 
dential election he is expea- 
ed to win. 

“They want tbe mafia to 
run tbe country. They will 
not get it,” he told local tele- 
vision. “This is the last act 
of terrorism in Georgia. The 
whole people will rise and 
raze them to the ground.” 


pes depict Simpson detective as racist, rogue cop 




lOS ANGELES (R) — The 
O.J. SimpsSon murder trial 
haiv reached a crucial turning 
point Judge Lance Tto 
decides whether jurors will 
rie;u centroversitti topes in 
which a key prosecution wit- 
nes.s conies across as a 
rcci.st. rogue cop. 

V hc.T portions of the 
,!itd:ot::pes were played pub- 
^;;y ;\*r ihc first timeTues- 

V. detective Mark 
Tuhrman's monotone voice 
Cw)::cd through the down- 
town courtroom and across 
L os Angeles with a litany of 
nici:!! ^iurs and shocking 


tales of police brutality. 

It was the same voice chat 
jurors heard five months ago 
when, as one of the prosecu- 
tion’s star witnesses. Mr. 
Fuhrman told of finefing a 
bloody glove at Simpson's 
estate a^ swore be bad not 
uttered the word “nigger” in 
the past decade. 

But in the taped interviews 
conducted by aspiring* 
screenwriter Laura Han 
McKinny from 19SS to 
1994. Mr. Puhiman is heard 
not only using the racial slur 
41 times but also spewing 
invective against Mexicans 


and women. 

By the end of Tuesday’s 
emotionally draming court 
session, even the prosecu- 
tors who once stood by him • 
were disav'twing him, sud- 
denly eager to downplay his 
importaiii.e. 

>^'hile the jury was absent 
and has yet to hear the tapes, 
a worldwide TV audience of 
millions tuned in for the lat- 
est twist in w'hat has been 
dubbed tbe “trial of the cen- 
tury." 

Calling Mr. Fuhrman 
“L.A.’s worst nightmare," 
defence anorney Gerald 


Uelmen tnarte an impas- 
sioned to Judge Ito to 

play foe tapes for foe mostly 
black jury and put Mr. 
Fuhrman back on tbe wit- 
ness stand. 

The defence team hopes to 
bolster its clmms — so for 
unsupported by even a shied 
of evidence — that Mr. 
Fuhnnan planted the glove 
to frame the black football 
hero for tbe June 12, 1994, 
murders of his ex-wife 
Nicole Brown Simpson and 
her friend Ron Goldman. 



Colombiaii police investigators and army troops inspect the bodies of Carepa residents 
massacred at a banana plantation (AFP idioto) 

At least 16 killed in Colombian massacre 


BOGOTA (AP) — Suspect- 
ed leftist rebels Idll^ at 
least 16 people Tuesday in a 
banana plantaticm, tbe third 
massacre in less than a 
month in one of die coun- 
try's most violent regions. 

The gunmen stopped a 
truck canying workers to 
the plantation in nmhwest 
Colombia's steamy Uraba 
region, a soldier at the local 
army brigade said in a tele- 
phone 'mterview. 

"The gunmen ordered the 
people off the truck and 
opened fire,” the soldier 
said. The teigade dispatched 
troops to tbe site to iovesti- 
gaie the massacre. 

The soldier, speaking oa 
condition of anonymity, said 
Jie could not confirm a ratho 


report that 23 people were 

I^ed. 

Survivors blamed leftist 
rebds, according to Osvaldo 
Munoz, ihayor of Carepa, a 
town 10 kilometies from foe 
massacre site. 

Tbe victims were mem- 
bers of Hope, Peace and 
Liberty, a political party 
found^ by demob^sed 
rebels. Mr. Munoz told RCN 
radio. 

The party, known by its 
iniriflls in Spanish as the 
EPL, has been in a bitter dis- 
pute with rebels of foe Rev- 
olutionary Armed F(xx:es of 
Colombia, which backs the 
Communist Party and foe 
leftist Patriotic Union Party. 

On Aug. 12, gunmen killed 
IS peopte in a bar in Chig- 


orodo, 10 kilometres south 
of Carepa. A right-mng 
paramilitaiy group is sus- 
pected in that attack, which 
was apparently mounted in 
lepiisal for tbe killings of six 
people, includisg three off- 
duty solders, hours earlier 
in a nearby town. 

A human rights group, tbe 
Andean Commission of 
Jurists, identified Uiaba as 
one of tbe deadliest regions 
in Colombia. An average of 
three people are killed there 
every day for political rea- 
sons, tbe repwt said. 

uraba is located uear tbe 
Caribbean and 60 Idlometres 
from the Panamanian bor- 
der. 


Hearing on Seoul store collapse opens 


SEOUL (R) — Twen^-five 
South Koreans went on trial 
Wednesday over tbe .deadly 
collapse of a Seoul depart- 
ment store last June as hun- 
dreds of victims’ relatives 
held a rally (temandng 
heavy punishment for tbe 
defendants. 

The accused stood before a 
three-judge panel at the 
S^i di^ct criminal court 
heaimg thejca$e..in];o>.^oufo 
Korea's .. work- /-p^etime 
disaster, in which rbore'lhan 
500 pec^e were ItiUed. 

The defendants included 
Lee Joon, 73, founder and 
owner of the Sampoong 
Department Store, which 
coU^sed on June 29 leaving 
at least 501 people dead and 


rix others missing. Mr. Lee 
has been charged with crim- 
inal negligence. 

They also included Mr. 
Lee's 42-year-oId son Han- 
Sang, store president, and 
other executives of the store 
and its sister company and 
builder, Sampoong Con- 
struction Co, who were 
arrested on similar charges. 
Sbp^y- • .construction .work 
JoJtave caiised 
the collap^.'. , 

The otter defendants com- 
prised 10 former city offi- 
cials who were chargi^ with 
taking bribes to igUOTe ille- 
gal changes made to foe 
structure of foe building. 

Under criminal negligence 
charges. Mr. Lee, his son 


and other executives face up 
to five years’ in jail. Sen- 
tences for those charged 
with bribery depend on foe 
amount of money involved. 

As tbe court bearing pro- 
ceeded, more than 200 rela- 
tives of tbe victims, wearing 
'traditional white mourning 
clothes, staged a peaceful 
sit-in protest .outside tbe 
court building, demanding 
cfeafo>ed^ci^' for Iratb 
Lte mdius soil. 

“Presi^nt Kim Young- 
Sam of the accident repub- 
lic, solve the Sampoong 
problem,” read one placard. 

The relatives demanded 
tbe govemment re-investi- 
gaie foe case thorou^y. 


China hits out at Tibet critics 


BEDING (AFP) — China 
paved the way for Friday’s 
3(Hh anniversary of tbe 
“^tonomous region” it cre- 
ated in Tibet by renewing 
attacks on the Dalai Lama 
and foreign critics of its 
human rights record in 
Tibet 

“We can assure the whole 
world that the new Socialist 
Tibet is going to pursue its 
progress," tte Communist 
Party weekly. Outlook, said 
in a long article to ma^ tte 
anniversary. 

“Tbe party’s policy on 
regional autonomy in Tibet 
has won some great victo- 
ries, especial iy in the fight 
against tbe ‘clique’ of tbe 
l^lai Lama who call for tbe 
independence of Tibet," said 
foe magazine 

The article also con- 
demned “anti-Chihese 
fm'ces who attack China on 
foe question of libet, in tbe 
name of human rights." 

'We are sure that under tte 
leadership of foe Commu- 
nist Pa^, foe different 
nationaiities will remain 
united for a Socialist Tibet 
that is rich and civilised.” 

High-profile and high- 
security commemorations 
for the anniversary are to be 
held by tbe Communist 
authorities in Lhasa, tbe 
Tibet c^tal, on Friday. 

Beijing says Tibet has 
been part of China since the 
13tfa century. 

Chinese troops entered 
Tibet in 195() and the 
region’s spiritual leader, tbe 
Dalai Lama, was forced to 
flee into exile nine years 
later after a failed upri^og. 
Tbe autonomous region was 
set up in 1965. 

(Thina is regularly accused 
of buman rights abuses 
against an independence 
movemenL that has been 
active again since 1980, 
encouraged by the Dalai 
Lama, a Nobel Peace Prize 
winner. 

The Tibet Daily, received 


Wednesday, warned inde- 
pendence activists. “People 
have to understand that foe 
struggle between foe sepa- 
ratists and us is a longstand- 
ing* battle,” it said. 

“This struggle is not of a 
national or reli^ous nature, 
it is political and tbe ques- 
tion is to know whether we 
want a unified and sovereign 
stare or not,” tbe daily said 

“We must resolutely fight 
the separatists and tbe D^ai 
Lama clique,” the newspa- 
per added 

Tibet has been tense a gain 
since May because of foe 
new dispute between Bei- 
jing and foe Dalai Lama 
over the choice of foe llfo 
reincarnation of foe Panchen 
Lama, the second most 
senior figure in Tibetan 
Buddhism. 

Beijing was surprised and 
angered by foe Dalai llama’s 
aonoDDcement that be bad 
found a successor, a six- 
year-old boy, for foe 
Panchen Lama who died in 
1989. Tbe government, 
which says it should have 
the final say, says the choice 
is “illegal aixl invalid" 

Tension can be seen in the 
government's refusal to give 
visas to Tibetan exiles want- 
ing to go to the non-govem- 
mental forum ahead of next 
week’s U.N. World 
Women’s Conference. 

The Chinese govemment 
del^ation for foe 30th 
anniveisary ceremonies 
arrived In Lhasa Tuesday. It 
is led by Vice-Premier Wu 
Ban|guo and army CUef of 
StaffZbang Wannian. 

C!fainese national televi- 
sion has been showing 
almost daily reports on eco- 
nomic development in Tibet 
and foe happiness of foe 
inhabitants. 

Meanwhile more than a 
dozen Tibetans living 
abroad said Wednesday that 
China, in a rare move, had 
allowed them to attend the 
NGO Forum on Women. 


where they would campaign 
against forced sterilisation 
and discrimination in their 
homeland 

The arrival of the delega- 
tion here contrasts with the 
fate of three foreign-based 
Tibetan groups that foe Unit- 
ed Nations sought to have 
accredited for foe meeting, 
but which have allegedly 
been denied by tbe Chinese 
aufoorities. 

“The Chinese have f^led 
to totally exclude os,” Kun- 
zang Yufook, director of tbe 
Seattle-based Tibetan Rights 
Campaign (TRC), which 
said it had been denied 
visas, declared in a state- 
ment received here. 

The non-governmental 
organisation (NGO) forum 
was scheduled to open 
Wednesday, and then partly 
run in parcel with an inter- 
governmental meeting, tbe 
fouith.Worid Conference on 
Women, 

starting Sept 4. 

A delegation official said 
tbe group would address 
problems “faced by Tibetan 
women living under foreign 
occupation inside Tibet” 

T 'These issues include 
forced and coerced sterilisa- 
tion, abortions and other 
family planning methods 
imposed by Chinese govern- 
ment policy and the impris- 
onment and torture of 
Tibetan women, including 
nuns." foe statement said. 
“The delegation also hopes 
to develop an effective con- 
flict resolution process in 
order to achieve peace in 
Tibet.” 

With the support of otter' 
NGOs, the Tltetan women 
hope that their voices will be 
“heard loud and clear in Bei- 
jing," the statement said, 
without elaborating. 


Diana ends 
visit to 
Washington 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Britain's Princess Diana 
made a quiet weekend trip to 
Washington to visit an ailig g 
Brazilian diplomat whose 
wife is a close friend of foe 
princess. The Washington 
Post reported Tnesday. The 
Post said tbe princess spent 
much of the weekend at 
Georgetown University Hos-' 
pita], where Ambassador 
Paulo Taiso Flecfaa De Lima 
underwent surgery to remove 
a blood dot in his brain. She 
arrived . Saturday and left 
Monday, according to tbe 
newspeqper, which also pub- 
lished a photo of Princess' 
Diana behind dark sun^as- 
ses. Brazilian embassy 
spokesman Pedro Borio told 
foe newspaper that the prin-. 
cess also made a surprise visit 
to other intensive care pa- 
tients. The princess is dose to 
foe diplomat's wife, Luda 
Flecba De Lima, and stayed 
at die couple’s Washington 
residence during foe visit. 

Former Beetle 
cancels tour 
to visit daughter 
in hospital 

LONDON (AP) — Former 
Beatles drummer Ringo Stair 
canceled a U.S. tour and 
flew to London to visit his 
daughter Lee, 24, in hospital- 
after an operation to drain- 
fluid from her brmn. She* 
entered the London dmiV 
Friday. She is the dau^ter of 
Starr's first marriage, to' 
Maureen G)x St^ey Tig-- 
rett, who died in January in 
Seattle, Washington state, 
ter a bone marrow transplant 
to treat leukemia. The couple 
had three children — Lee and 
two sons,Zak, 29, and Jason^ 
27. The'coupde divor^ te 
1975, both remarried and ste 
bad a daughter by her second 
marriage. Starr, 55, visited, 
his daughter at the £700' 
($l,08S)-a-day hospitaf. 
accompanied by his second' 
wife, actress Barbara Bach,' 
and by Zak. Starr told repor- 
ters after the three-hour visiL 
“She should be out by Satur-' 
day. She had been feeling' 
unwell and the next thing we. 
knew she was in here. I came, 
as soon as I heard. Lee had. 
foe operation Friday and is* 
now up and about." He said*- 
foe cause of foe build-up of, 
fluid in ihrs dau^ter's brain, 
was still not known. “We stHl' 
don't know why it happened 
but we know it*is not mening-'' 
itU.” he said. Asked about 
foe cancellation of his U.S. 
tour, Starr, who lives in foe 
United States, said: “Family- 
is more important, isn't it? 
We are ^ing to stay here (in.! 
London) until she is better."' 

Costly eternal 
flame does not 
last long 

AUCKLAND (AFP) — An' 
eternal flame put up in a 
small town to mark VJ Day is 
proving too hot to handle ' 
now foe local council has' 
reomved it's first gas bill, tbe 
New Zealand Herald re-' 
TOrted Wednesday. World ' 
war n veterans convinced ' 
MoirinsviUe, south of here,'* 
to light a flame for Aug. IS in 
honour of foe war dead and 
after foe ceremony it re- , 
mained alight But Mayor - 
Ken Thomas said they now 
realise it will cost 20,000 NZ *. 
dollars ($13,000) a year — ; 
about $2.28 an hour — for 
the gas. The tom has now ' 
dedded eternity should not ' 
be forever. “It mi^t have 
been a case of many in haste, ■ 
TCpcpt at leisure. We won't i 
let it burn on like this — : 
that’s for sure," he said. 
Tony GambriU of foe local 
veterans association said 
udien he saw foe flames on 
VJ Day he was sumrfred at 
its size. “I said ‘6^, it’s 
enormous’, to which their 
comment was, ‘If you're 
going to have a flame you 
want it to be seen'." 

Man walking 
backwards, ^ 
diagonally to 
fulfil vow 

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP). ' 
— A 42-year-old man has!, 
bran walking backwards and ' 
diagonally since March and - 

E l^ to go on like that un^-' 
e has covered the entire:' 
Indonesian archipelago, ar- 
news agency reported. 
Mndjiman Kamari took a 
vow that he would undertake.; 
the walk if he was cured of a;. 
fosease that crippled Urn for 
six months, Antara said. It 
did not elaterate on foe sick- '■ 
Kamari began from bis*’ 
native village in Blitar district 
and will end in Jakarta, about 
890 kilometres (556 miles)'' 
.away, on Oa. 28, Antara • 
said. It did not say bow far 
Kamari was from faffi destina- . 
tion or how many Idlonietres 
he had tralked in bis zigra^ :• 
ging route that in the last S-k 
monfos has taken hhn to l2 
of Indonesia's 27 provinces. 
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Yeltsin ba 




I; MOSCOW CR) —President 
Yeltsin told his policy- 
oaldfli£ Security Council 
' ' > Wednesday he was generally 
V satisfi^ with peace talks 
with Chechen rebels aimed 
at ending months of blood- 
shed. 

> - ‘‘Our task is to determine 
. |]ow to handle the settlement 
it . of the situation in the 
Ghetto Republic" Mr, 

Yeltsin said opening the 
^ goeetiag in the I^emlin. 

Use council, which groups 
stale and pari iamentarylead- 
T ' eis. will bear proposals from 
’ jis secretary, Oleg Lobov, 
4 >pt>inted by Mr. Yeltsin as 
his personal representadve 
' in Cfaechenya. 

have taken the right 
decision by changing the 
clock to a peaceful political 
s^eoaent of the crisis," Mr. 
Yeltsin said. 

He sffld be "^positively 
equated" the work of the' 
government’s negotiating 
■ -oi ; rx 9'team which led to & sign- 
ingofamilitazY deal on July 
30. 

Broader Russian-Cbecben 
talks have stalled over the 
future status of Checbenya. 
The rebels want Moscow to 
recognise their indqpen- 
dence, while the Kremlin 
insists Chedienya stay part 
of Russia. 

Mr. Yeltsin warned that the 
militaiy accord, which pro- 
vided for the disarmament of 
the rebels in exchange for a 
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News 


cks Chechenya peace efforts 



A Russian specialist cuts and destroys a gnn during the disar- 
mament of Chedien detadunents in Vedeno, C3iedjenya(AFP 


partial withdrawal of the 
Russian troops, was only the 
first step towards a lasting 
peace. 

Many thousands of people 
were killed in the fighting 
after Russia sent troops into 
Chechenya last December to 
crush its three-year indepen- 
dence bid. Hunderds of 
thousands more fled their 
homes to escape Russian air, 
artillery and ground attacks. 

Mr. Lobov, who visited the 
region Monday and later dis- 
cussed peace proposals with 
Russian expens working in 
Chechenya, voiced concern 
'Diesday at the slow pace of 
rebel disarmameot, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

"*]f the disarmament 
process is not active and 
constructive, there could be 
a danger of retunuDg to con- 
frontational relations," it 
quoted hini as saying. 

Interfex quoted the presi- 
dential press service as say- 
ing Mr. Lobov, a close asso- 
ciate of Mr. Yeltsin, would 
have the rank of first deputy 
prime minis ter in the Russ- 
ian govemmenL 

All federal authorities in 
Chechenya, inclu^g the 
aimed ibices, would be sub- 
Cffdinate to Mn Lobov. He 
would be responsible for 
overseeing peace initiatives 
in the zegioa and cooidinat-- 
ing all government activities 
lira. 

Tbe appointment of Mr. 


idioto) 

Lobov appears to -push 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin to tbe sidelines. 

Until now, Mr. Qier- 
nomyidin h^ stolen the 
limeU^t from Mr. Yeltsin 
by launching peace talks in 
June as part of a deal to end 
a hostage crisis in southern 
Russia. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin’s suc- 
cess in publicly negotiating 
with retel field commander 
Shamil Basayev not only 


boosted his popularity ahead 
of padiamentaiy dections in 
December but made him a 
possible rivd in presidential 
polls next year. 

Mr. Yeltsin now appears to 
be more actively using tbe 
Security Council, which 
ori^nally approved 

Moscow’s bid to crush 
Checbenya’s independence 
drive by force, in the peace 
process. 


J Berlusconi sees no early Italian election 


. ROME (R) — Italy’s former 
-.. f;' Prime Minister Silvio 
. ' Bedusconi was quoted 

■ Wednesday as saying he did 
• .• not believe the e^y general 
election he has sought since 
his resignation would take 
place until it suited Us qppo- 
T neuis. 

La Stanza newspaper, 
reponing what it smd was an 
infcxmal telephone inter- 
\iew with the media mag- 
nate and leader of the centre- 
right Freedom Alliance, also 
.^quoted him as saying he 
mtended to stay out of active 
' ' politics faodl a vote was 
„ called. 

**I don’t decide when an 


election is going to take 
place. Far from it The more 
1 ask for one the less 
inclined they are to give it to 
me,’’ he said. 

Mr. Berlusconi, who shot 
to victoiy as a political new- 
comer in a general election 
in March 1994, was forced 
to resign as prime minister 
last I^cemto when Us 
stormy condition fell apart 

Former central banker 
Lamberto Dini has since 
headed a government of 
technocrats but has recently 
made clear Us desire to stay 
oii with, a broadly-backed 
mandate to tackle reform 
and see Italy through its six- 


moDth presidency of the 
European Union starting in 
jam^. 

His adnunis&^tion has 
been backed so far in parlia- 
mem by centrist and leftist 
parties opposed to Mr. 
Berlusconi. 

’I’m resigned to the fact 
that elections will take place 
when it suits them,” La 
Stampa quoted Mr. Berius- 
coni as saying. 

It also quoted Mr. Bedus- 
coni as attacking President 
Oscar Luigi ScUfaro, who 
has been reticent about' diS- 
solviflg parliament. 

“who doesn't give a damn 
about tbe country’s prob- 


lems”. 

Elections would be held 
when Mr. Scalfaro was sure 
tbe outcome would allow 
Urn to stay in office and 
when the centre-left was 
sure it could win, Mr. 
Berlusconi was quoted as 
saying. 

'^’m going to keep quiet 
until tbe day a date for elec- 
tions is set,” Mr. Berlusconi 
said. 

“When the time comes to 
act ru be there if the coun- 
try wants me. otherwise 
there’s no point being part of 
tbe game. ‘ JT U - bade to 

being an-entrepreheur." ■ 


Sri Lanka rebels use hijacked ferry to attack navy 





' COLOMBO (R) — Sepa- 
ratist Tamil guerriUas 
. ... hijacked a state-run ferry 
canyiog 120 people and 
Ht1 1 used it to attack and sink two 
Sii Navv boats 

killing 21 sailors Tuesday, 
military sources said 

- Wedneklay. 

They said the Irish Mona, 
' ' ■''',; operated by the Shipping 

’ and Rehabilitation MiUstiy 

with tbe assistance of the 
' \ Eelam People’s Democratic 

Party (EPDP) was hijacked 
after it left the eastern port 
. nr-f of Trincomalee Monday 

, 'If evening. 

. .-h: The sources said guerrillas 

. ; ■? of the Liberati on T igers of 

V...V Tamil Eelam iLTTE) board- 

■.< -'t ed the ferry, before it could 

' ' reach the northwest island of 

- ' Kantitivu Tuesday morning, 

to attack tw'o navy Dvora- 
class vessels. 

■ . ‘Tamil militants were on 
ihe ferry when tbe attack 
~ h^^)eDed,” one source told 
. - Reuters. 

The Tigers used rocket- 
: -^HopeUed grenades in the 
sinloug of at least one of tbe 


boats, the military sources 
said. 

The Lankapuvath National 
News Agency quoted 
defence an^ysts as saying 
the Tigers may have used 
surface-to-surface missiles, 
they were not so frir known 
to possess, to sink the boats 
off Mullaitivu, killin g 21 
sailors. 

One of the boats was mov- 
ing to investigate a distress 
signal from the ferry when it 
was attacked, the military 
sources smd. 

A Shipping Ministry 
source said the passengers 
may have been unloaded 
from the ferry befo re it w as 
taken away by the LTTE to 
an unknown destination. 

EPDP leader Douglas 
Devananda spoke of 
rumours that the ferry had 
been taken out to sea. 

"Teople are saying LTTE 
boats are escorting the ves- 
sel out to the high sea.” said 
Mr. Devananda, w’hose once 
rebel party now helps gov- 
ernment force s fighting the 
militant LTTE. 


He said passengers bad 
been seen waving from the 
deck when an ill-fated navy 
fast-attack craft approached 
Tuesday. 

Military sources tol d the 
news agency that LTTE 
cadres had waved frantically 
at the vessel posing as pas- 
sengers in distress and then 
fired a rocket propelled 
grenade at point blank 
range. 

A huge explosion attracted 
the attention of the second 
Dvora, which also came 
under fire, tbe sources said. 

The sources said tbe ferry 
may have been hijacked by 
the Tigers. The navy has yet 
to comment. 

The navy has lost three of 
its seven gunboats and two 
of its 13 Dvoras since tbe 
LTDB broke a ceasefire on 
April 19. 

The rebel-run Tiger radio 
said its naval wing, the “Sea 
Tigers”, attacked the first 
Israeli-built Dvora three 
miles (five km) from tbe 
beach. Tlie second came in 
search and it too come under 


attack, tbe radio said. 

The ferry was on its way to 
the navy base of Karainagar 
on the tiny island of 
Kaiaitivu, where the inland 
civilian areas are controlled 
by the EPDP, Mr. Devanan- 
da said. The island is linked 
to the rebel-held Jafftia 
peninsula by a two-mile 
(three-km) causeway. 

Defence officials say 
zeceni attacks by tbe LTTE, 
fighting for a homeland in 
the north and east of the 
country, appear to be part of 
a rebel attempt to divert tbe 
army’s aneotion away from 
an expected offensive 
against the northern rebel 
stronghold of Jafina. 

Roland Hodson, humani- 
tarian adviser at the Colom- 
bo mission of tbe United 
Nations Development Pro- 
gramme who has just 
returned from Jaffna, told 
Reuters the LTTE and civil- 
ians appeared to be prepar- 
ing to resist an aoack. He did 
not elaborate. 


Kazakhstan votes on stronger powers for Nazarbayev 
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ALMATY (R) — Kaza- 
khstan voted Wednesday on 
a draft constitution wUch. 
although democratic in 
form, could make it almost 
UDpossible to remove Presi- 
ilem Nursultan Nazarbayev 
from power. 

A confident-looking 
Nazarbayev turned out to 
vote at mid-montiDg in the 
capital of the former Soviet 
republic, quipping “we mist 
in God” when ^ed what 



*wult he expected. 

He {mstnised a raft of leg- 
islatitffl to make the constitu- 
tion wwk. A law on elec- 
tions would come first, then 
pariiamentary' polls, he told 
reporters. 

^nder the dlraft the presi- 
can dissolve parliament 
y It expresses no-confidence 
government or twice 
rejects his nominee for 
minister, and wins 
■PCcial powers to call a state 
ot en^enev or rule bv 
for one year. 

'^‘aoient can only ousi 


him if he is incapacitated by 
illness or is found to have 
committed treason. 

.Asked about Wednesday's 
referendum on the constitu- 
tion, he replied: ‘Today all 
Kazakhstan is taking part in 
a very great political act It is 
a constitution for the people, 
so the people should express 
their opinion.” 

Mr. Nazarbayev, 55, has 
ruled by decree since parlia- 
ment was dissolved in 
March after its election was 
ruled illegal. In April 95 per 
cent of voters backed a ref- 
erendum to extend bis term 
to 2000. 

In a region where referen- 
dums typically produce 
raassi>‘e “yes" votes the 
result of the latest poll is not 
in doubt. Even Election 
Commission Chairman Yuri 
10m has said he expected a 
big vote for the draft. 

“I expect over 80 per cent 
will ponicipuie. and from 
this figure 85 to 87 per cent 
will say yes." Mr. Kim told 


Reuters. 

Referendum officials said 
45 per cent of Kazakhstan’s 
8.S million electorate had 
voted by midday (0500 
GMTO. Polls closed at 8 
p.M. (1300 GMT). Final 
results are due next week. 

At local polling stations in 
central Almaty a stream of 
mainly elderly voters turned 
out early, lured by typical 
Soviet-style election offer- 
ings of cheap consumer 
goods and folk music. 

“I voted ‘yes’. I haven’t 
read ite consatution, but 1 
believe Nazarbayev,” retired 
teacher Antonina Zlezina 
said. 

An old Russian man voted 
against, sayrrg pensioners 
had been forgotten and be 
could no longer afford even 
the cheap medicines on offer 
outside the voting stations. 

‘There's no order or disci- 
pline and crime is all around 
us. It’s not safe — how can 
you live?" he said, only to 
be pacified by a bunch of 


flowers from a distraught 
official. 

Opposition to the draft 
constitution has been muted, 
especially since leading 
opposition figure Olzbas 
Suleimenov accepted an 
offer from Mr. Nazarbayev 
to become ambassador to 
Rome. 

.A week-old hunger strike 
by 19 protesters at tbe oppo- 
sition “House of Democra- 
cy” headquarters w*as called 
off Tuesday for fear of %io- 
l atin g a law banning protests 
during referendums. 

A rare opinion poll by tbe 
Giller Institute found wide- 
spread ignorance of tbe text 
and only 7.5 per cent of a 
sample of 1400 voters said 
they had read the constitu- 
liOQ. Over 60 per cent either 
“knew nothing" or bad 
“beard something" about 1l 

Still, of those intending to 
vote, over 70 per cent said 
they would support the draft. 


French Pacific nuclear tests 


could end early, Millon says 


PARIS (AFP) — A series of 
nuclear tests planned by 
France to Stan in the Sou& 
Pacific from next month 
could end early. Defence 
Minister Charles Millon said 
io an imerview published 
Wednesday by the weekly 
Paxis-Match. 

He said the programme of 
seven or eight tests, due to 
end next May, could be 
completed early “if every- 
thing takes place as 
planned.” 

Ml Millon explained that 
militaiy planners allowed 
themselves a security mar- 
gin taking into account risks 
such as bad wemhen Tf 
everything takes place as 
planned, then it is not 
impossible that we finish up 
a little early.” 

Ml Millon said the first 
test would ake place “dur- 
ing September”, witiiont 
giving a date, and be 
would visit tbe Mtnuroa 
Atoll test site in French 
Polynesia “probably next 
month.” 

Tbe defence mimster also 
said that protestors who 
invaded the 12-mile limit 
around Mururoa would be 
dealt with “coorteou^y and 
peacefully - our personnel is 
unarmed - but fi^y.” 

Meanwhile Greenpeace- 
France complained Wednes- 
day tiiat French gendarmes 
were blocking one of its 
boats, tbe Beluga, at a lock 
west of Paris as it tried to 
head for die coital wi± an 
anti-test petition containing 


3,173, (X)0 signatures. 

Greenpeace said it bad 
been planned that “a human 
chain ” han d over the petition 
at the presidential palace on 
Sept. 1, but that the demon- 
siration bad been banned 
and its planned riverside 
docking point sealed off by 
police. 

The Paris prefecture said 
Wednesday no decision bad 
yet been taken to ban the 
demonstration. 

Also in Paris, three physi- 
cists who organised an 
appeal to President Jacques 
Chirac to call off tbe tests 
said 14()0 French scientists 
had signed it 

Tbe three told a press coit- 
ference that nearly 1,100 
non-French setentists 
28 countries bad signed an 
English version of the 
appeal, which stresses “tbe 
risks of dissemiDatioD of 
French fissile matter.” 

Among them were 400 
Italians, 230 Germans, 80 
Britons and 80 Americans, 
60 Japanese and 45 Aus- 
tralians, sud French physi- 
cists Heire Jaegle, Alain 
Suiean and Harry Bernas, 
the organisers. 

The ^)peal said “dissemi- 
nation proliferation go 
band in hand” and add^ 
that France was setting a bad 
exanq>Ie to all countries that 
“identify political authority 
with military power. 

“It is tlrafore vital not 
only to halt all tests but also 
to destroy stocks of military 
fissfie matter,” the 


said. 

Mr. Jaegle, Mr. Sureau and 
Ml Bemas called for “gen- 
uine debate” on the French 
deterrent and added: Tt is 
absolutely certain that the 
only logic in resuming 
French tests is to develop 
new weapons sad not to val- 
idate existing weapons.” 

Tbe three physicists also 
said diere was a risk of dis- 
seminatioD of nuclear mate- 
rials Orough cracks- in the 
Mururoa AtoU and io anoth- 
er atoll, Fangiuaufa, also a 
site of previous tests. “No 
one can claim there is no 
danger,” the three declared. 

Media battle starts 
inTl^ti 

Tbe French goveromeDt 
and Greenpeace opened a 
media war in tiie Ti^ti c^ 
ital of Papeete Tuesday, with 
rival press booths and news 
briefings to explain their 
version of French nuclear 
testing in the South Pacific. 

France fired the first shot 
when local morning televi- 
sion ran a film showing 
French Minister for Over- 
seas Tenitoiies Jean Jacques 
de Peretti scuba diving in tbe 
lagooD at Mururoa Atoll a 
few days ago. 

Afr. Peretti was shown 40 
metres underwater at the site 
of France’s last nuclear test 
in 1991, holding a radioac- 
tivity metre made by a New 
Zealand anti-test activist 
He told viewers tbe 
radioactivity in tbe lagoon 


was ‘'less than under the Eif- 
fel Tower and much less 
than in Sydney”. 

The environmeatal ^up 
Greenpeace fired the second 
volley in a small apartment 
overlooking Papeete Har- 
bour, where it officially 
opened its media centre to 
bold daily briefings until the 
first test 

Some 30 journalists from 
Britain, Europe, Japan and 
Austealia, packed like sar- 
dines into a small lounge- 
room to hear Greenpeace 
was now “on standby” to 
move on Mururoa. 

“We are out there, we are 
ready to go, we are closely 
watching tte sceneiy to fish 
for any indication that tbe 
test is imminent^” Said 
Thomas Schultz, coordina- 
tor for Greenpeace’s intema- 
tioual nuclear disannameDt 
campaign. 

Greenpeace also issued a 
book. Testimonies — Wit- 
nesses Of French Nuclear 
Testing In The South Pacif- 
ic”, witii a Paul Gaugin-style 
picture of two topless Tahit- 
ian women, one wearing a 
gas mask, on the cover. 

The book contained inter- 
views with people who 
worked on either Mururoa or 
nearby Fangataufa Atolls. 
One testimony is titled The 
Dead Are Placed In Metal 
Coffins, another He Was 
Scarcely Recognisable As A 
Human Being. 


Air force mounts rescue of marooned Filipinos 


MANILA (R) — Two air 
force helicopters were sent 
to try to pluck men, women 
and children off the roofs of 
their homes after they were 
marooned by rivers of hot 
mud from Pmatubo volcano 
in the norths Philippines, 
local officials said Wednes- 
day. 

Nearly 65,tK)0' people' fn 
Pan^anga province fled for 
their lives when boiling mud 
cascaded down Pmatubo 


after heavy rains brought by 
typhoon Kent loosened 
tonnes of volcanic debris left 
from its devastating 1991 
eruption. 

Lilia Pineda, the mayor of 
Lubao town, said one heli- 
copter was circling homes 
where people were stranded. 

“The' helicopter is circling- 
because there ts‘ a. high ten- 
sion wire (power line) there. 
It has Qot lowered its ropes. 
People are waving white 


pieces of clothes. Tbe chil- 
dren are among them,” Mr. 
Pineda told a Manila radio 
station. 

There were no reports of 
casualties, but tens of thou- 
sands of people who lost 
their homes crowded into 
evacuation centres. Two 
boys were reported missing 
ib.'Manila and may have 
drowned, local radio reports 
said. 

The governor of Pampan- 



ga, Lito L{q>id, said rescue 
workers were trying to rig 
together thick rope to rescue 
those stranded in houses 
near the national highway 
and then drag them to safety. 

‘'We cannot just sit here 
and watch them die. We 
badly need helicopters. 
More than 100 people ar 
waiting to be rescued frot- 
their houses. The mudflow 
are very strong," he smd. - 
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Targeting peace? 

'niE ONLY apparent **^Ut*' of the Hiree Pakstxniui 
'institutions in East Jeni^em that Israel dosed down 
this week is their affiliation with the I^estinian 
National Authority (PNA). None of the three, the 
Palestinian Bureau of Statistics, the Palestinian 
Health Council and the Palestinian Broadcasting 
Corporation was engaged in anythii^ illegal or 
contrary to the Oslo agreement between brad and the 
Palestinians. The Bureau of Statistics maintains re- 
cords on sodal, demographic, econmnic and environ- 
mental affairs related to the Palestinian people. 

The Health Council oversees and coordinates health 
s«*vices extended to Palestinians and the Broadcasting 
CorptHution administers and supervises Radio I^les- 
tine. The main reason these institutes were located in 
Jerusalem is because the Palestinians view the city as 
their future capital. One more practical reason is ttie 
centrality of Jerusalem and the availability of all 
facilities in the dty. 

Nonetheless, none of the activities of the three 
institutions can be viewed as unlawful or detrimentsd 
to the peace process. The oppodte is true. All the 
(^rations of all these Pales^an organisations are 
directed for the purpose oi promoting peace between 
the two peoples. If the only fault of these institutions is 
their lii^ with the PNA, since wh«i is the PNA a 
contraband or an illegal entity tlmt is engaged in 
unlawful activities? Isn't Israel dealing directly with 
the PNA to advance peace in the area and counts on it 
to implement the various features of the Oslo accord 
and dl subsequent agreements? Why then would an 
association with a ie^timate authority become dijec- 
tionable to the extent that police action was required? 

Israd alleges that the tiiree Palestinian institutions 
are violating the Israeli l^islation that aiqiroved the 
Jeriefao-Gaza accord. This is not exactly a tenable 
positiem since the laws that Israel enacted to imple- 
■Tient its peace s^reements with the various Aid) 
I arties may not necessary emrespond faitii^y 'wiA 
'^s commitments under these ^reonents. Israieli 
' gislation on these subject Is Israeli law articulated 
”7.id adopted s^ly by Israd in accordance with its 
m interpretations of the peace agreements. There is 
'^ready a clear precedent for this unilateral Isradi 
__ ‘terprdation which does not tally with the inter- 
l^tation of the Bilestinian side. We have already 
I seen Israel err in interpreting the Jordanian-Israeli 
1 peace treaty when the treaty law pas^ in tiie Knesset 
contradicted with Jordanian perspectives and the 
construction of the trea^ itself. The case in p<dnt is 
Israel's treatment of Jordanian real estate properties 
even in East Jerusalem and the West as 

"‘absentee proper^" under its newly ad<^ted law, 
something that Jordan totally rejects. 

On balance, we regard Israel's dedsion to dose 
three peace-oriented Palestinian institutions as unten- 
able legally and counterproductive politically. If 
Israel is targetting additional Paiesthdan organisa- 
tions operating in East Jerusalem as it is strongly 
rumoured, then the damage to peace could be 
compounded. East Jerusalem remains an occupied 
territory. The institutions in question were operating 
there even before the PNA came into existmee. Israel 
has no ri^t to legislate on matters that do not fdl 
under its jur^iction. It is not too late to exercise 
statesmanship in dealing with this added complication 
before there are additional setbacks Co peace between 
Israel and its imme^te partner, the PNA. 

I 

ARABIC PRESS COlWWENTARlES 

IRAQI TELEVISION broadcast of His Majesty King 
Hussein's address to the nation in full and without 
commenting on it beyond saying that the Iraqi people's 
intelligence would enable them to grasp its meaning and 
make their own conclusion is an unprecedented step, said 
Fahd Al Fanek, a writer in AI Ra'i. lliis step must have 
: aroused the curiosity of many enemies and friends of the 
I Iraqi regime, said the writer, who said the 42-minute 
I speech must have prompted them to ponder over it$ 

I purpose, especially as it included strong criticism of the 
I Iraqi regime. He said, some people believed that the 
broadcasting of the speech was meant to tell the Iraqis that 
I Jordan would not close its borders, would not take part in 
attempt to tighten the noose atound Iraq and would not 
I succumb to American pressures. Other people thought that 
: the King's praise of General Hussein Kamel Al Hassan 
I would weaken his image before the man in the street, he 
I added. For its part, the Iraqi leadership might have also 
I interpreted the speech as an attempt on the part of the King 
i to remove obstacles in the path of Jordan's rapprochement 
I with Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Whether these ideas 
: occurred to the Iraqi officials or not. one can only say that 
; it was a clever move which could be a prelude to imminent 
reforms. 

\ WRITER in Al Dustour said that a real crisis has erupted 
in Jordan following a decision by the Council of Higher 
Education to accept only one third of the students who 
passed the tawjihi examination this year. Fakhri Kawar 
said that the government has been collecting huge sums of 
money from citizens for every procedure going through its 
departments as a special fee paid for hi^er education, but 
many of those who have been paying these fees have found 
that the universities' doors arc closed to their children, who 
passed the general examination with high grades. The 
writer said that in the face of the parents' protests over such 
attitude, the government could well sug^t that students 
join private universities or travel abroad to acquire higher 
education. But the fact that the majority cannot pay" the 
‘exorbitant fees of private colleges or go abroad to study, 
means that whether one pays fees to government depart- 
ments for normal procedures or not one cannot guarantee a 
seat for his children to study in Jordan's state universities, 
he added. The writer said that in this case, those who paid 
the government departments fees have the right to reim- 
bursement. 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Y. Msydoubeh 


Time for a courageous decision on car tax 


^ today's world cars are do longer luxury ccminuMi- 
ities, Thw a time when ^ey were. Yes. And there are 

places, vicinities, regions and even countries where people 
aa do without cars. For most city dwellers, however, a cm* 
is an absolute necessity. That is just the way it is. 

Like an necessities, cars most oontinuc (since the date of 
purchase) to meet certain standards in or^r re perform 
conveniently, efSdently and economically. One dim not 
have to own the latest model, tiie most convenient, most 
luxurious, most expentive top-of-the line car. Eto the 
majority tiiould have durable, safe, strong and economical 
vebides. Otherwise, there will be a great deal of inconveni- 
enoe, waste of effort and resources and danger to bealtii 
and life. 

In the more fortunate parts of the globe, ears live np to 
tiie expectations of car-users. The vast majority of cars on 
the road are in extremely good shape. On the basis of the 
statistics I made during my trip to the U.S.. (whidi took me 
from Los Annies in the West Coast to Bahunore in the 
East Coast), Ifound that most people drive cars which are 
not older than five years. Clearly, some people own old 
cars, but these are a tiny minority in most cities. 

In our own part of the world, the picture is extremely 
disai^inting. Of course, we are not the U.S., and we 
cannot be even if we wanted to; and, of course, the 
situation m the Kingdom may be far be^r than that in 
■ many neighbouring and sonrelled developing or Third- 
World countries. A few months ago, I saw buses carrying 
pilgrims from some neidbouring countries are in 

extremely awkward and ^ngerous condition. Compared to 
them, the buses carrying our own pilgrims looked Uke 
gems. 

But our realisation that we are luckier than some other 
unfortunate countries in tody’s world Is ultimatdy not 
much of a consolation. All you have to do is to look at the 
oonditioa most of our cats on the road are in. 1 do not have 
exact statistics with me, but my guess is that SO per cent of 


cars in oor major towns and cities are in bad shape. While 
some pet^le own bland new, expentive and Imcunons cars, 
most own old, unsafe or dieap^nferior models. Until now, 
h is considered “f^onable” and “lucky" to own a 1976 
mereedes, Le. an almost 20-year old car. It is very common 
to see in our roads and alleys cars made in the eariy 
seventies. My guess is that the vast majori^ of cars on our 
roads are 15 years and older. 

What is it like to own a 15 or 20-year-oid car? hfechairical 
problems on mon^, weekly and even daily baas. This 
means frequent visits to repair shops and thus waste of time 
and money; k also means delays when the car stops 
suddenly 'm tiie middle of tiie road or when It just refoses re 
start in the mormog. But it also means danger (when the 
car stalls on a highway), psychological trauma (to the 
motorist and the nders), ara threat to the environment 
(older cars emit fomes. smoke and gases of all kinds). 

Last year, I took my IS-year old car to the repair shop 
in<ne frequently than 1 wuhed (I had to). Ihere were 
mechanical problems of all sorts. And there was of course a 
lot of guessing on part of my cordial and patient but often 
too slow and qmical maintenance and repair “specialist." 
After so many unnerving visits (in some weeks I went fom 
times, and the problem was still unfeced; the specaaHst*s 
trial and error method does not always work). I dared to 
complain to the mechanic, hinting very cautiously «««< 
dplomatically that perhaps he oi^t to be a little more 
insisteDt on fin^g the cause of the problem and a little 
more effective in tbe diagnosis and treatment. He got my 
hint, and then he said somewhat anne^red ^dont yon thinv 
that there is a difference between the health of an 
18-year^ld and a 70-year-oldr» He is absolntely right 

I m ag in e a sodety tbe majority of whose population is 
older than ^ years. What kind of per fo rmance do yon 
expect from it? The fact tiiat so many people in our part of 
tilt world own so many old cars is sad. There is so rouefe 


M. KAHIL 
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We’re fixing the U.N. 


By Boutros Gliali 

AT A time when national 
budgets are shrinldng and 
citizens worldwide are 
tightening their belts, the 
United Nations must be- 
come leaner, more focused 
and more efficient. As the 
world comes to terms with 
the changes brought about 
by the end of the oold war, 
the United Nations must 
also adapt itself to a new 
role and to uew needs. 

Tbe problems that con- 
front the United Nations 
are also a challenge for the 
member states that make 
up the United Nations and 
the peoples of tbe world 
whom the organisation 
serves. In these changed 
circuinstances, there is a 
pressing need for gpvem- 
ments and public opinion to 
decide what they want the 
United Nations to be, what 
they want it to do and what 
they are willing to contri- 
bute to make it work. In a 
recent article. Sen. Naocy 
Landon Kassebaum and 
Rep. Lee Hamilton opiened 
a public dialogue that is of 
great importance to the Un- 
ited Nations and to its mis- 
sion (“Fix the U.N., 
Washington Post, op-ed, 
June 2^. 

The Lessons of Somalia 
and Bosnia require a harder 
look at mana^g some of 
the tasks now being 
assigned to peacekeepers. 
In a recent report to tbe 
Security Council on the 
U.N, operation in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. I empha- 
sised that a peacekeeping 
force was not a combat 
force. I counseled against 
the temptation to mix ele- 
ments OI peacekeeping mth 
those of peace- 
enforcement. 1 suggested 
that if member states de- 
sired peace-euforcement, 
then a multinational force 
outside the United Nations 
was the best way to manage 
‘such an operation. 


Nonetheless, tbe fact is that 
most U.N. peacekeeping 
operations have been suc- 
cessful. All have been cost- 
effective in the sense of 
having prevented more 
costly wars. 

Soi^ observers ate ques- 
tioning the usefulness and 
cost of the recent con- 
tinuam of U.N. global con- 
ferences, the fects rebut 
these concerns. 'The 
Kassebaum-Hamilton arti- 
cle, for example, alleged 
that 'The recent sodal sum- 
mit in Copenhagen may 
have cost $60 million," In 
fact, the total assessed cost 
to member states for the 
CopenbaMn conference 
was just 52.4 million. In- 
deed, member states for- 
mally commended the sec- 
retariat for its cost-effective 
management of the process. 

Through these global 
conference which ate linked 
attention is focused on cur- 
rent issues of great mport- 
ance. In Vienna in 1993, the 
world focused attention on 
human rights — mobilising . 
support and consolidating 
sud important prindples as 
the anrveisal ai^lkab^ty 
of basic human x^ts stan- 
dards. This year the world ' 
will meet to consider global 
coocenc affecting women. 
In the future, peih^ a 
global conference might 
focus on challenges of 
dooiocratisatioo. 

To better pursue the ma- 
jor tasks of peacekeeping, 
human rights, humanitarian 
assistance and more inte- 
grated organisation is 
needed. When I took ofGce 
as secretary general, T 
sharply cut the number of 
offices and departments. 1 
made a commitment to 
bring more women into 
portions of high responsi- 
bility. 1 took steps to reduce 
overlap and duplication. ' 
Now, in' the key' areas of 
- staffing, oostoitting, fismn- 
dal controls and the curtail- 
ment of abases, significant 


progress is being made. 

Today, tbe organisation 
is beadmg in a new direc- 
tion. But there remains 
much re do. 

Fust, re cut tbe U.N. 
btireaucracy, I have prop- 
tned a furtiier net reduction 
of 13S secretariat posts, eli- 
. minating 201 existing ones. 
In order to strengthea key 
fields of growing responsi- 
bility, 66 po^, are to be 
created to increase the 
organisation's effectiveness 
m areas such as drug con- 
trol, crime prevention, hu- 
man rights and peacekeep- 
ing. 

Second, already tbe regu- 
lar budget has been cut 
nearly to a no-growth basis. 
Efficiency gains will bru^ 
more than $35 million in 
savings to tbe regular 
budget during the 1996- 
1997 bieunium. 

Third, added emphasis 
will be given to overact 
and inspectio n , tbe internal 
audits win be greatly ex- 
panded. Rezularions to 
protect “wbistleblowers" 
have been put in place, and 
people are taki^ advan- 
tage cf them. Tbe newly 
created Office of Internal 
Oversight Services (OIOS) 
will carry out increued in- 
^>ections, mtb full inde- 
pendence and ^K^out in- 
terference. 

Fourtfa. decisive action is 
being taken to deal effec- 
tively with abases. Internal ' 
justice procedures are being 
strengtomed and stream- 
lined. W^te there is fintm- 
ctai wrongdoing, spedal 
emphasis is now being 
plac^ on the recovery of 
funds from those respona- 
ble. And it k my mtentirei 
that in cases of finandal 
wrongdoing within the 
oi'geQisdtiQn- criminal re- 
ferral should now be the 
rule, not the exception. 

Fifth, ur^t attention is 
■needed to improve tbe 
organisation's dangerous 


faucial position. Tbe Un- 
ited Nations is bankrupt. 
Cash resources do not meet 
either current needs or cur- 
rent obligations. As of tbe 
end of May 1995, member 
states owed $2,754 billion in 
assessments not paid. Tte 
United States — tbe largest 
debtor-owed tbe organisa- 
tion $1,179 billion. 

Tbe organisation’s exces- 
sive dependence on the 
assessments from a single 
member state b unhealthy. 
Its deteriorating dances 
reflect tbe low priority 
given to the United Nations 
among the politic and 
budgetary priorities of. 
many memlwr states. A 
more evbn distribution of 
assessments among coun- 
tries with the capacity re 
pay would be in the best 
interests of tbe organisation 
and the international com- 
munity as a whole. It should 
be undertaken without de- 
lay. 

Sixth, new emphasb win 
be plac^ on improving tbe 
or;^nisation’5 operations in 
the economic and sodal 
sectors. Development 
efforts most find a new level 
of cobereoce and be ^ven a 
new direction. For the Un- 
ited Nations, we must iden- 
tify. and focus on, what the 
United Nations can do besL 

Tbe United Nations b tbe | 
only machiDeiy we have for 
collective cooperation 
among all nations. It is the 
only pobal tool for promot- 
ing pCMe and security, 
furthering development, 
protecting human rights 
and strengthening interna- 
tional law. These goab are 
worth pursuing. Let us 
work toother to make sure 
timt the United Nations b 
up to tbe job. 


The writer is the Secretary 
General of the U.N. 7^ 
above article is reprinted 
from the Washington Post. 


waste of effort, time, money and national resources. I 
would not nUe out also tbe tole the condition of the car 
plays tn ear accidents, which are on the rise. 

O ea rly. something ought to be done. And presently, 
there seems to be only one choice (i.e. since we do not 
manufacture cars ourselves); namely, to reduce tbe custom 
fees. 

Due to custom fees, the price of a brand new car in our 
part of the world b simply outrageous, and (consequently) 
SO is that of a used car. we are aware, of course, that much 
of tbe ^ b necessary; h b a vital source of income to a 
country wfaidi does not have many other sources of 
income. Fme, but let the fee be a little more reasonable. 
Let’s do some real and fair cost-benefit analysb here. Isn’t 
the time of the citizen, hb effort, physical and psychologic- 
al health important? ^*t the money he wastes important? 
Isn’t the environment important? 

We appreciate the decision taken by the government 
some time ago to reduce custom fees on cars. However; 
such reduction has prov^ to be qiute insignificant. What 
we need now (and quite soon) b a more substantial 
reduction, one which will enable us to have healthier, 
better and more robust cars on our roacb. 

Notice that we are asking here for a s ^ u i fi cant leductiou, 
not a total elimination, (>f custom fees, for we do recognise 
the value of sudi fen for the economic health of the 
country. And I am sure that our planners, economists and 
tax experts are creative enough to find other ways of 
ea rning money for the national budget to compensate for' 
whatever we diop of the custom fees. 

A spe^ decision neecb to be taken to make life a little 
more comfortable and to remedy tbe deterioraxiDg situa- 
tion on the road. The concerned authorities have procras- 
tinated and beaten around the bosh a little too mneh, and 
they have killed us wid) anxiety and suspenre. Time to be 
less dramatic and more merefful and realistic. 


LETTERS 


TCC doing its best 


To tbe Editor: 

IN HIS letter to the editor, “a c&coun^ng buriness 
environment’’ (Jordan Times Aug. 20) Ram Mashni said 
business in Jordan b snffering dne to toe lade of proper 
communications infrastructure. He also said that there are 
no operational phone boxes at Queen Alia International 
Airport and that it was extremely d^enh to call Jordan 
from the United States. 

I would like to say that within all telqihone systems, 
interoaiiODa] call connection feilures can arise from tele- 
phone traffic congestion, which b caused by over utilisatioD 
or lack of capadty in the telephone qfstems, faults within 
the lines and behaviour of t^l recipients. 

Our telephone 'traffic .to- the. U.S. b c^ed via 350 
sateniie.4aiixiits and, due to tedimcal reasons, tfaQ^ were 
divided, into incoming, ou^tnng and both way ciremts 
although {hey witnessed very fadgh traffic in both mrections. 
Bet if the telephone connection was not possible from the 
U.S. to Jordan, then tbe problem was with U.S. lines and 
not with lines in Jordan. 

It b a feet that the existing telecommunication system in 
Jordan b fully utilised and over 90 per cent of the lines are 
in use at pe^ hours, a very high percentage compared with 
countries with more dev^p^ telephone systems. Thb 
system has not received suffident investment to allow for 
essential expansion of bi^ ouali^ develt^ment smee 1987. 

We are currently undertaking urgent ongoing projects to 
improve the telecommunication network in Jordan. These 
include tbe construction of an integrated digital national 
and intero^onal exdiange, wbi^ was recently put into 
service. Thb exchange will allow our traffic to run more 
smoothly. Replacement of an earth station in Baqaa, 
coostructiOD of local digital exchange in Ha’ Ati vw a 
capadD^ of 33000 lines, development of the Mafraq 
Govemorate digital local exchange, development of rural 
comnnmications in southern Jordan are other projects 
which will help improve telecommunications services in tbe 
Kingdom. 

Paypbooe fecinties: 

Hicre are just over 1200 payphones in operation. Only 
local and national caUs can i)e made and are not used. 
Problems with vandalism and spare parts have reduced the 
availability of thb service. 

We have bad various complaints in the past about 
payphones located within tbe Queen Alia International 
^rpoit. Practical steps have been taken to ensure that 
uese -pbo^ work pipperiy. Daily checks are carried out. 
But despite wanting po^eis fixed to the payphones, which 
read “use old Jord^an coins for your communications," it 
^is noticed ^at many users still try to use new coins which 
are not suitable to operate these payphones. 


Eng. Walid Dweik, 
Director General, 
TCC, 
Amman 


Individual views 


To the Editon 

REFERENCE is made to the article “Eritreans insist 
they are not Arabs (Jordan Times July 25). 

The views expressed in the article are those of the 
individual quated. who is not a representative of the 
150-170 Eritreans living in Amman. 

The Eritrean community in Amman does nto 
endorse those view. 


Mr. Y, Amannel, 

Chairwoman, 

ErhreaD Community in 
Amman. 

Jo^an Times welcomes letters and contributions from 

^ fo tackle, Letteis 
however, should contain the 
«Kfprefeiab/y address as weli. Names 
^ oe jwtWieW only upon request and under spedal 
arcumstanees. L^ers are subject to editing. Tbs 
cr IS nor responrible for the reion? of 







Ministers vs. dipiomats: New game in town? 


There is some contivversy regarding a recent action by the 
Council of Mirusters on a recommendation by Foreign Min~ 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti to appoint Ambassador Hassan 
Abu Nimeh as Jordan 's head of mission ro. the UJJ. in Nevi> 
York, following the retirement last month Mr, Adnan Abu 
Ohdeh. Whether the council refused to accept the proposal, 
as some have said, or is going to approve the recommenda- 
tion, is a matter of time as it seems they have d^erred tak- 
ing a decision, pending the prime minister’s return from 
Oman. And while the Council is pondering the ruling, there 
are some things to consider regarding juggling postings. If 
the refusal comes through, there will be dot^t cast on tlu rest 
of the senior Foreign Ministry appointments which were to 
have been finalised by now. Had the appointment of able 
Junbassador Abu Nimeh been approved by the ministerial 
[ ^ session on Tuesday, there would have been no need to reshuf- 
fle the cards of appointments that have been long in the mak- 
ing. The grounds for turning down Mr. Abu Nimeh ^ selection 
for the New' York post would be that he has been serving 
abroad for much too long, without getting any break from 
successive ambassadorial posts to serve at home. On the 
strength of that reasoning alone. Ambassador Abu Nimeh 
would now be considered as the top contender for occupying 
the secretary-general Job. which is being vacated by Mn 
•NayefAl H^id, who has been appointed to become ambas- 
sa^r to Morocco. It seems that none of our senior ministry 
officials wants that Job, since our ambassadors feel it more 
natural to serve abroad. The Job has been offered to Khaled 
Madadhah, our envoy to Brussels, it is said, but he too 
reportedly turned it dmn, preening to stay where he is. But 
Mr. Madadhah is somehow persuaded, with the aid of 
• course of the new incentive that he would be serving as the 
“politick" secretary general rather than having to do 
administratiw work as well Mr. ABu Nimeh could still be 
considered for the post in New York or in another posting in 
Europe, where he has been serving for over a decade, first in 
Brussels and then in Rome. In theory these posers will not 
effect the rest of ambassadorial appointments that have been 
cooking on a slow fire since Mr. Kabariti has taken over as 
foreign minister. But it is not as simple as that. Hussein 
Hamami, who is being replaced by Mr. Hadid as ambassador 
to Morocco, will presumably want to be compensated with a 
post somewhere in Europe. Mr. Hamami, another able car- 
reer diplomat who had served both as ambassador in Wash- 
ington and secretary general, might get either Berne, which 
Im been Iff vacant by the departure of Ambassador 
Mohammad Saeed Abu Nowar after only several months on 
the Job, or Bonn, which is being foresaken by Ambassador 
Samir Khalifeli in favour cf taldng up the vacancy in Cana- 
da, or Brussels. Because of Nabil TalhounVs confirmed 
* appointment as envoy to the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
former chiff of the airforce Mohammad Kodak is tipped to 
go-to (PMon. Mri-TalhounihadserBedaschief of Apolitical 
department. Just before Abdullah Madadhah, Khaled Madad- 
ludfs younger brother, took o\^r the spot. Now thefint-time 
Ambassador Madadhah is’ tipped w become emvy to Jor- 
dan’s UJf. mission In Geneva. He would be succeeding 
Sharif Fawaz Sharaf, who is moving to Paris to take over 
from Mutassem Bilbeisi, who is retiring at his own request. 
Meanwhile. Ahmad Mbaiddin, who was head of the informa- 
tion department at the ministry, is going to Tripoli, Libya as 
ambassador, while another career diplomat, Mohammad 
Klmir Miqhel will go to Algeria. Ministry sources say that 
depending on the outcome of the dilemma over Mr. Abu 
Nimeh, it wilt be decided whether the government will again 
ask /lu'n KItasawneh. the King legal advisor, to sene as 
ambassador, this time to the U.N. in New YorkMr. Kha- 
sawneh u'u.v offered to head the mission in Geneva before the 
last Cabinet change in January but had turned it down. 


apparently in anticipation of a ministerial porfolio. When 
this did not happen, however, he was appointed legal advisor 
to His Majesty the King with the rank of minister. The big 
question mark remaining is over whether Nassouh Majali, 
who has returned from Ottawa, will be sent to Syria as 
ambassador to replace the late Ahmad Adaylek who died 
while in office. This might depend more in foa on the Syri- 
ans than us since Damascus has stil not decided on replac- 
ing its former ambassador in Amman with a new envoy. 



Hdnan Rbu Odeh 


Research, paper and a book: Mr. Adnan Abu Odeh 
will leave for the U.S. on Saturday to take up his one-year fel- 
lowship at the Washington-based Peace Institute. During the 
coming year, Mr. Abu Odeh, a former chief of the Royal Court 
and bffore that mlniste of infomaiion, will be writing a 
pcq>er on the dynamics Jordanian-Palestinian relations 
over the yaars, havtngfsgSu the last 40 days interviewing 
poliricdl jigufes'ih Joraan, Gaza and Jerusalem. 'Mr. Abu 
Odeh. wlwse last Job was the head ^ihe Jordanian rnissitm 
to the Ufil. in New York (which he did for the past three 
years), may eventually develop his paper into a book. For 
now, howewr, one has to be content with research, writing 
and giving lectures when possible, he says. Bigger projects 
have to wait. 

Some come, some go: The Rome-based Orbit Satellite 
Television and Radio Network has announced the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Zeid Fariz to the position of general manager of 
Al Thania, Orbit's Arabic language family channel. Mr. Fariz 
had. until recently, been assistant direaor general of Jordan 
Radio and Television Corporation (JRTC) and director of the 
Jordan Satellite Television, which Joined the Orbit channels 
tius month. Mr. Fariz can boast a sea of experience in the 
field of programming and production, having directed series. 


documentaries and variety pfogrammes and having held the 
position of general manager of production at the Jordan stu- 
dios. He was the executive producer and director of the high- 
ly acclaimed educational series Al Mdnahel, the Andtic 
licensed version of The Electric Company. In his new posi- 
tion, Mr. Fariz will be responsible for the day-to-day opera- 
tions of the channel, managing all aspects of programming, 
production, scheduling and suffing, as well as liasing with 
Orbit Productions which is active in enratmg Arabic lan- 
guage programming thoughout the Middle East and North 
Africa. As head of the JRTC Ihsan Rdmzi was "snatched” 
ffiom the Middle East Broadcasting Corporation (MBC) 
where he was director of programming, the balance seems to 
have been somehow- redressaLSomejx>me,jpmg go... 

Back after sl^: The French ambassador, Bernard Btqolet, 
will return to Amman this weekend, having had time enough 
to recover from a slip of the tongue last July. As members of 
the French and diplomatic community celebrated Bastille 
Day (July 14), the ambassador asked his guests u> raise their 
glasses and toast French President Francois Mitterrand. Too 
late, the word was out. Jacques Chirac had been elected 
president two months earlier. 


French connection on the go: it may be coincidental 
that the French connection lasted throughout July, when 
mixed teams from the Australian and British embassies chal- 
lenged each other to a cricket match. True to form, the Owes 
licked the Poms. Defoat taken well, the die-hards called for 
another match. Their opponents tius time were the French— a 
side not known for their cricketing prowess. But it can be said 
that all is fair in love and war. 


Move to hotter place: And if the French ambassador is 
back to post. First Secretary at the embassy of Pakistan 
Shaukat Ali Mukadam has finished his tour of ^ty and is 
preparing to leave Jordan for Baghdad. Mr. Mukadam, who 
studied at the American University in Cain? and in Toulon, 
France, came to the kingdom in September 1992 from Cairo. 
Before that, and upon completing training at the Foreign Ser- 
vice Training Institute in Islamabad, Mr. Mukadam worked at 
various political desks in the Ministry cf Foreign Ajffitirs and 
H’os responsible for the south Asia and Africa region. The 
diplomat says that the three years he' has spent in Jordan 
“have been one of the most exciting periods of my career”, 
with the Kingdom making peace with Israel and all the 
dynamic events preceding following the evera. "Besides 
the professional experience, which / h^e gained in Jordan, 
another important aspect is the large number of Jnends 
which I matidigied to maJee and theftiendiy altitude of our Jor- 
danian brethren and the warmth and affection which we 
received from officials and personal friends, will indeed 
leave an iruiellble mark on rrfyse(f and my family,” he says. 
Declaring himself "pleasansly surprised” by the green and 
clean country which he had expeaed to be rather "dry and 
arid, ” Mr. Mukadam says "Jordan is indeed a translaHon cf 
achievements of His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. ” And to add to the good 
impression the country and its peoplejff on Mr. Muka^tm, 
two more events ihade his "stay in Jordan memorable. ” Mr. 
Mukadam’s brother married a Jordanian and of his three 
children (a boy and two girls) his daughter Noor was borri in 
Amman. We wish Mr. Mukadam the iKSt of luck in his future 
endeavours and welcome his replacemera Ziad Khan to Jor- 
dan. 


Altruism shows: A nice letter came to the Jordan Times 
three days ago from Carola Welch, a lady from Cermany who 
will be in the Kingdom, for the duration of the next month. She 
comes for medical treatment at the Dead Sea spa and as her 
daughter’s birthday falls in the middle of September, she 
says: "Since I cannot celebrate with my family, I "would like 
to ^end the afternoon in a rffigee camp or with a needy 
family. ’’ Mrs. Welch will bring children ’s clothes and toys as 
well as medicine that she would like to donate to "a doctor 
working in an infirmary or a camp where it would be need- 
ed.” It always feels good to find altruistic people in this 
materialistic world. We wish Mrs. Welch good health and a 
nice STC^ in Jordan. 

WhUe humour lasts: And, keeping the postman busy, a 
stream of letters pours into our newsroom. Some fiill of 
praise, others of criticism, some serious, others funny. We 
will let you be the Judge of the following one. In a letter to the ■ 
editor the Jordan Times published on Aug.26, the writer 
humorously suggested we use carrier pigeons for "rapid 
communication ” as a way ofmaJdng up for our sf^rtcomings 
in the postal and telecommunications services Andrew Rose- 
marine, of Amman, taking the proposal perhaps a shade too 
seriously, wrote to us an immediate reply. He wrote : 

"A letter to the editor yesterday suggested the govern- 
ment adopt messenger pigeons to remedy a chronic lack of 
telephone lines in Amman. 'These firiendly birds’, he (the 
author of the first letter) wrote, ‘are pollution free’. He 
has obviously never been dive-bombed as I have, with 
white blotches on my hair and clothes as ample testimony 
of their ‘friendliness'. These messengers have also paint- 
^ vast areas of European capitals with their messages. 
Does the writer want Amnum to fall victim to the same 
marauding army? 

A more practical solution would be singing 
telegrammes. They might be more expensive, but there 
would be no risk cf their being intercepted by somebody 
looking for a cheap lunch. ” 

Editors might be nonplussed. Readers, on the other hand, 
might want to come up with some solutions too. We are look- 
ing forward to receiving all and any original proposals we 
can get. 


Only boys return: Shell-shocked and fresh looking, jive 
male. British school-leavers have Joined the expat scene. 
Their objective is charitable. The lads weK chosen by Pro- 
ject Trust, and England-based organisation, to parncifme in 
voluntary projeas here. Three will be working in Fuheis, at a 
school for the mentally handicapped, while tl^ other two will . 
be at the Theodore Schnelter orphmage nearMlai^. ' Cbor^. 
dinator Neville O’Grady attributed the absence of girls to a 
rumour he Inherited from his predecessor. It appears that 
once a female voUtnteer became enamoured with a Bedouin 
she encountered in Wadi Rum. Some days later, the story 
says, the man^ father arrived at the school in Fuheis to 
retrieve his son’s bride. Project Trust began opeiations here 
14 years ago. but they were suspended for four year follow- 
ing the Gulf crisis. 


Ica Wahbeh 

Jennifer Hamameh is on leave. Cathy King contributed to 
this week’s SOM. 


in Shakespeare^s Globe his shade seems close at hand 


By Graham Beatbeote 

The Associated Press 

LONDON — It had to be a 
breeze wafting open the 
doon back of stage at Wn- 
liam Shakespeare's Globe. 

The arched doors gap^ — 
and then dosed just as silent- 
ly, and there was no one 
there, A breeze right? 

But who wouldn't want to 
believe the shade of the bard 
bimself was at hand on on the 
south bank of the lUver 
^ Thames, where the Globe 
'' •Theatre is being recreated 
after 400 years? 


Mark Rylance, the 
theatre's first artistic direc- 
tor. seized hxs chance in front 
of some 800 people on Satur- 
day during his workshop 
on the and makeshift 
stage. 

‘*Tbere are a lot of spirits 
behind me," he told his audi- 
ence as the open doois re- 
vealed a vista of scaffolding 
poles for the theatre, whidi is 
still being built. 

Shouts of acclamation, joy 
and laughter came from the 
common folk on the prom- 
enade below him who had 
paid £5 for a place to sit — 
or, more likely, stand — 


under the open sky. 

In Shakespeare’s day they 
paid one penny and were 
known as pen^ stinkards. 

The better off paid £11 — 2 
pennies in the bard's time — 
for a wooden seat in one of 
the three galleries below the 
thatched roof. 

The New Globe, that im- 
possible dream of the tete 
American actor-director Sam 
Wanamaker, is coming true. 

With 10 months to go be- 
fore the offidal openmg on 
Wanamaker's birthday, June 
14, 1996, hundreds of peo[rfe 
are visiting evep'day for 
tours, an exhibition about 


Shake^>eare and his times- 
and, since Aug. 9 tfarou^ 
Sept. 10, to take part in 
workshops exploring the 
acoustics, atmsopbere and 
the famous plays. 

Mr. Rylance, 35, an actor 
and stage company director, 
wearing a coloured shirt over 
bine trunks, handed out the 
script of Scrae 2 in Act 4 of 
Shakespeare's "Macbeth,” 
inviting bis audience to con- 
sider the charaaer of Lady 
Macduff, wife of the Thane 
of Hfe who eventually lolls 
Macbeth. 

The audience called out 


what they deduced from the 
dialogue: Intelligent, witty, 
compassionate, tftled, lives in 
fife m a castle or manskm, 
has been deserted by her 
husband and knows a lot 
about birds. 

For the lady compares her 
departed spouse unfavour- 
ably to the little wren, smal- 
lesc of birds, wiuch fi^ts to 
protect “her young ones in 
her nest, against the owle.” 

Mr.- Rylance again and 
again compelled bis audience 
to undersund more by read- 
ing and rereading me 128 
spoken lines. 

Then grownups and chil- 


dren went onstage to imagine 
themselves as l^dy Macduff 
and to perform the Ifoes with 
a prompter's help. 

**I fed tile energy coming 
from yon,” Mr. Rylance tola 
diem. 

One woman called out that 
vriien tile Globe is fiilty up 
and running the actors will 
have to dunk more about 
how they can be seen. 

Too often ftom her seat in 
a side gallery, they were 
obsc ur ed by one of the two 
columns known as the pillars 
of Hercules, wfaidi hold up 
the roof over the thrust stage. 

Afterward, Mr. Rylance 


said in an interview: “I liked 
the interplay between us. 
There's a sense that we are all 
^lorers in this globe. There 
is a lot TO learn here about the 
relation of the actors to the 
baUding and to the aucfience 
.and American academics 
who are coming say they 
want authentic pronunda- 
tion. 

‘T feel the good guys have 
made something happen 
here,” said Jonathan Tajior, 
a New Yorker living in Lon- 
don who's a steward at the 
theatre. 

"It's an overwhelming, ex- 
citing place,” said Susan Pel- 


lowe, visiting from Chicago- 
which started the first Amer- 
ican support group to raise 
money to build the new 
theatre. 

David Chamberlin, 18, 
tom Hanover, N.H., "look- 
ing around Europe” b^ore 
studying acting, said: 
^'Piere’s so much life and 
history. Something has been 
missing from dieatre for a 
long time and now you can 
actually feel chat you are part 
of it, part of the play." 

He picked up his knapsack 
and strolled out into the 
alleys of Southwark. 


4 


New Shakespeare exhibit seeks 


Lyndsay GriBitbs 
Reuter 

STRA TFORD- UPON- 
AVON, England — Was 
he the greatest writer of 
ail cirne or a litenuy fraud 
who was mean with 
money, greedy with drink 
end a womaniser? 

A new exhibition at 
Wi7//am 5haJI:espeare*s 
hhthp/ace seeks to set the 
rea?rd straight, guiding 
visitors through the wri- 
ters school days onto 
acting acclaim in London 
and back to retirement in 
Stratford’s grandest 
house. 

it is a tale of an ordinary 
English boy who married 
a local girl, made good in 
London and died a rich 
®an back home, 
fo short, there is no dirt 
or iioiifl chat can he 
proved. 

''People do look for the 
oegative side. But there’s 
oo evidence that he didn't 


write the plays as some 
people claim, in fact, 
there's nothing really nas- 
ty about him ftot is known 
for sure,” said David 
Howells of the 
Shakespeare Centre. 

But the nasty myths still 
make for entiring reading. 

Did the revered bard 
and playwright really die 
after a ferocious drihJIuQg 
boat? Was he penny- 
pinching with biends, un- 
faithful to his older wife? 
And how about bis zest 
for property development, 
a prosecution for deer 
poaching... 

’’People love reading 
things into Shaicespeare, 
bur we’re really here to 
paint an honest portrait, ” 
said Howells. 

According to that por- 
trait, Shakespeare was 
bom in April 1564, one of 
eight children in the cen- 
tra/ English market town 
of Stratford, now one of 
Britain’s top 10 tourist 


centres. 

The son of an ambitious 
g/ove merchant, the young 
Shakespeare appeared to 
develop an interest in 
theatre when croupes of 
visiting players circulated 
through town. 

In 1582, he /named 
Anne Hathaway. He was 
18, she was 26. 

"And yes, she was 
already three months pre- 
gnant. But people jtre 
people — whatever the 
time," said Howells. 

A decade later, the Grst 
reference surfaced of 
Shakespeare moving to 
the capital, where he be- 
came a serious business- 
man, proper^ owner and 
theatrical shareholder. 

He also wrote and acted 
in some of plays. 

His company found suc- 
cess, was taken under the 
patronage of James J and 
became known as the 
king’s men. 

\^lieii Shakespeare re- 


turned to Stratford, be' 
bought the biggest bouse 
in town. Local records 
show ‘‘William 
Shakespeare (sic), gent” 
was 52 when he died in 
1616, leaving no male 
heir. 

Seven years later, the 
Srst collection of bis plays 
went on sale for a pound 
($1.60) and now sits in the 
Stratford display. 

"It has been called the 
most important book in 
the English language," 
said Howells. 

Yet the exhibit has few 
persona/ belongings — no 
letters, diaries or manu- 
scripts have been found — 
and relies mainly on arte- 
facts ftom the cia to evoke 
the man's life and times. 

"It is still the first 
permanent, panoramic 
biographical history of 
5hai*espeare, " said Sir 
Roy Strong, an authority 
on Shake^>eare. "It’s ab- 
out opening doors to a 


world that is increaan^y 
remote, which is not the 
same as seeing bis plays 
once the director has 
Gnisbed Sddling around. ” 

But what of the man 
himself: what was be real- 
ly like? 

"People are curious. 
But the idea that we know 
practically nothing about 
the man only fuels these 
mad my^. We are trying 
with this exhibit to put 
flesh on, the skeletal 
facts, " said Roger Pringle, 
director 'of the 
5hai:e5peare Birthplace 
Trust. 

Mr. Pringle says the 
new exhibit — which aug- 
ments Gve houses con- 
nected to Shakespeare 
that he already runs — has 
used facts and facts alone 
to paint a picture of the 
man and ha times. 

"We made nothing of 
the story that he died after 
a great booze-up. This 
fabulous drinking bout is 


to silence myths 

anecdotal. It’s graphic but 
we Jettisoned it for the 
bard facts,” said Mr. 

Pringle. 

“It’s also easy to think 
that Shakespeare had bis 
Bings if you treats the som- 
'nets in any way as auto- 
biograpbic^. There is a 
theory that he bad a pas- 
sionate affair with a so- 
called dark lady but no- 
th^ is known for cer- 
tain, ” be added. 

"Then people sieze on 
the fact be b^ueathed bis 
second best bed to bis wife 
asproofofaslei^t. Oaite 
the opposite — it was 
probably a very romantic 
touch as it was the bed 
they used. The best one 
was probably in the guest 
room, ** said Mr. Pringle. 

In fyet, the exhibit de- 
liberately sets outs to de- 
bunk the central, most en- 
during "myth" — that 
Shakespeare didn’t write 
Shakespeare’s plays — by 
dwelling on his . erudite 


schooling and re-creating 
a writerly study to disarm 
those critics who say 
Sbake^teare was too ill- 
educated to write such 
leaned work. 

Mr. Pringle nonetheless 
denies any wbitewasb. 

“There have been 
periods in i^tory where 
people have been over- 
protective about 






that today,” he said. 

“In fact we tend to dc 
down our heroes, and thL 
despite the fact tha 
Shakespeare remains ai. 
extraordinary world phe- 
nomenon who is loved, 
performed and transiatec 
in practically every comei 
of the world.” 


Thoughts for this week 

The time will come when winter will ask us: What 
were you doing all the summer? — Bohemian 
proverb. 

Very few men are wise by their own counsel; or 
learned by their own teaching. For he that was onlv 
taught by himself, bad a fool to his master — Bee 
JoDsoir, English dramatist and poet (1572-1637). 

Time is the thief you cannot banish — Pbylia 
McGinley, Amencan poet and author (1905-1978). 

No one worth possessing can be quite possessed — 
Sara Teasdale, American author and poet (1884- 
1933). 








Get a life 


Empty shelves 


By Jeait-Claucfe EUas 

Among all the discs that have helped promote the 
CD-ROM (laser disc drive and player for computers) 
since 1993 and have given it the huge popularity it 
now enjoys, encyclopedias win with flying colours. 

Two such programmes have made their way to 
millions of homes in the world — Microsoft Encarta 
and the Grolier Multimedia En^clopedia. Well 
designed, extntmely attractive to operate with their 
catchy graphics, colours and quality sound and 
mwic. these CDs are enjoyed by children and adults 
alike. Fun to use but also usehil, Encarta and the 
Grolier have become a must for anyone who owns a 
CD-ROM drive. 

In spite of all their Matures, qualities and a price 
tag difficult to resist (they sell for less than SlOO 
each), they both have a xrious limitation for any 
grown-up embarking on professional research, or. . 
writing — the amount of data they hold is far less 
than well-established standards like the Americana 
and Bn'tannica volumes. For certain groups of age 
watching and hearing an excerpt of a John Kennedy 
^ech on the Grolier may be great and even 
instructive to a limited extent, but for someone who 
wishes to consult an encyclopedia and be sure to rind 
any entry he or she has in mind, only a reference, 
classic work will do. 

The respectable Britannica and Americana have 
just been released on CD-ROM. An event that many 
have been expected ever since the rirst CD-ROM was 
released. 77ie full, unabridged versions are now 
available in electronic form. Though less expensive 
than the hhrd copy product, which sales anyway have 


chip talk 



regularly decreased during the past 12 months 
according to the publisheis, Britannica and America- 
na CDs are in the $600 to S800 bracket. They'ore not 
meant as competitors to Encana and Grolier. 

With the obvious advantage of the electronic 
search and print over the hard copy versions, 
Britannica and Amen'cana are text-only products. 
They are not launched as multirmedia.pioducts — 
they do not have any sound, music and or drawing' 
ca^bility. Their publishers evidently are targeting 
the "‘serious" customer, although it is reasonable to 
expect future versions to integrate maps and photo- 
graphs at least, if not sound. 

The Americana has 45,000 articles and 25 million 
wonJs. The Britannica, which also features a com- 
plete dictionary, has 65,000 articles an3 44 miUion 
words. In comparison, the Grolier Multimedia En- 
cyclopedia has 33,000 articles and 10 million words. 

■ It’s time to dust off the shelve_s of your book case 
and think of something to put on the ones leffriee 
once you buy the ‘20 grammes (approximate weight of 
a CD) Americana or Britannica and give away the 
good old books. 


By Samer Cbaleb Bagaeen 

I have to admit that I found the catch phrase quite 
interesting and irresistible. The advertisement read 
“Get a life. Not just a degree”. This was, of course. 
an advertisement in a British newspaper for a British 
university. 

There will probably come a point, when we also will 
‘just have to accept that a strong vocational bias is not 
the only thing what university students should be 
looking for. Attitudes, the atmosphere and environ- 
ment also matter. And while students should take 
note of the courses that they generally apply for, they 
should also realise that one of the differences 
between being at school and at university is that they 
will have to be self-motivated. Tutors, it is also worth 
noting, want to give the impression that students read 
for themselves, that they read books ' and newspap- 
ers., they . aren 't just drilled in their set book. 
Morivation and knowledge about a subject and the 
university are what normally impress a tutor most. 
Another advertisement in the same newspap^ went 
even further to say that the degree at the university 
comes with' diopsticks^ drumsticks, salt-n-pepa, 
deuce, and a pepperoni pizza with an olive on top. 
All of this was written just to point out the CTiinese 
supennarArer, the wicked Italian deli, and the tennis 
and squash courts near or on campus. 

All this is. of course, very well if you truly get to 
choose a university you think can offer you exactly 
what you are looking for, and whether you have the 
kind of motivation that a university looks for in 
prospective candidates. But, taking into account our 
present situation, is there a point to taking this train 
of tbou^t any furtberZ 

On the other hand, one good thing to have come 
out of the past week has been a very interesting essay 
in Time magazine entitled: The evolution of despair. 


Apparently, evolution^ psychology is the new held 
of science which examines the mismatch between the 
genetic makeup of manlrind and the modem world, 
kXJking for humanity’s pervasive sense of discontent 
arid the erosion of civility within the society. For 
when sadness lingers on into debilitating depression 
and when anxiety grows chronic and paralysing, is it 
modernism at halt or is it something to do with the 
human mind? The human mind certainly evolved in 
an environment lacking not only cellular phones, but 
even regular phones, and cars, trains and even horse 
drawn carriages. Amidst all of this, the kinder and 
^ntler side of human nature has increasingly become 
a victim of repression. Too little of our '’social" 
contact nowadays is social in the natural and intimate 
sense of the word. 

Urbanisation, and later on suburbanisation, were 
most certainly two processes that ushered in modem 
ills. Much of our trouble, it can be argued, stem from 
technology. Suburbs, for one, are largely a product 
of cars. Technology — the telephone, the refrigera- 
tor and ready-made, microwavable meals — has also 
eroded the bonds of neighbourly interdependence. 
Also, thanks to electric garage-door openers, these 
days anyone can drive straight into their house 
without risking contact with a neighbour. Even so, 
technology has had its rewards. 

To S^t off the shortage of civility in modern day 
civilisation, planners and architects have to account 
implicitly for human nature. Neighbourhoods have to 
be designed with large common recreational spaces, 
extensive pedestrian pathways, and even parking 
graces that make it hard to hop from car to living 
room without crossing some tiirf in between. 

Admittedly, we cannot bring back the extended 
kin networks that our ancestors once enjoyed, but we 
owe it to our children to at least try. Really try! 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 

By Mohammatt A» Shaqair 


AMAZING FACTS 

sS* 7Iie shortest tune recorded tor the amputation of a 
leg in the pre-anesthetic era was 13 to 15 seconds by 
Napoieon*s chief sur^on, Dominique Larrey. 

a- -A- -A- a- -A- 

A Mrs. D.G. Knatzen of Wbittierf California, re- 
ported in Janu^ 1977 a lemon with a cireamihsr- 
ence of 28^ ibices, weighing 6 lbs 4 oz. 

A A A A A ■ 

A The laigesr gi^ in the world is the Gulf of Mexico 
with a shoreline of 3,100 miles from Cape Sable, 
Florida, to Cabo Catoche, Mexico. Its area is 
580,000 square miles. 

Tfr rir 3l- iS- jt- 

A Jack Sholomir of Britain blew a Same ffom his 
mouth to a distance of 23 feet at the Eardistey and 
District Royal Legion Stampede at Kinnersley, 
Hereford and Worcester, En^and on June 6, 1^. 

3}- 33- jS- iJ- jS- 

A Mrs. Jean Chapman successively extinffurired 1,921 
Gaming torches with her mouth in 120 minutes on 
Octol^ 29, 1977 in Stokes Poges, Buddpgfaajn- 
shire, England. Fire-eating is potentially a highly 
dangerous actrvi^. 


LET'S CHAT IN ARABIC 

— Try tt) understand me. Beawdlaat^bamani. 

— Maylcomein? BaStasmpabhebid-ddkbool? 

— Imeanit. Aaneeraaaqool. 

— We are all mixed up. EBna*aamabtarooByMaaa. 

— I didn*t know the truth. LamaJbwaarlfidhagjgw. 

— You should stop this bad habit at once. 

Yajeb an taqU* an haartwAa aada El-bal. 

— Zfso, what are you gong to do, my dear? 

Law kaaaal amm katimlek, mafka avaka an taPal ya 

— I'll let him have it, hot and strong. 

■ Sawfa oretAe n^foomadVoAr. 

A A A A A 


RIFFLES 



A Man and wife were looking at ^mepictares at otK 
of the art exhibits. The w^ had a weak eye sight. 
She stood staripg at a piwe bung on the then 

wbiqrered in her husband’s ear. ' 

“This is the ugb'est picture I’ve ever seen. ” 

Taking her aside, 'the husband said: **T1iis is not a 
picture, my dear. It’s a mirrorr 

A A A A A 

A WIFE (to her sleeping husband): Latif, Latif, 
there’s a mouse in the room!’* 

HUSBAND (furiously): “Do you think Pm s cat?” 

33^ 5ir 3}- tJ- 



IN FOCUS 

The Komodo dragon 

— World’s largest lizard 

— Discovered in 1912 on Komodo and adjacent 
Fadonesian island 

— Feeds on wild pigs and deer 

— May reach 10 ft in length 

— Has on each Bank a broad wing 
Found also in the East Indies 


■ FUZZES 

■ 3 ' 

A doggy problem 



The letters making the address on this envelope also 
make the names of three kinds of dog. There are 
exactly the number of letters to make the three names, 
and each letter must be used once only. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, 

Aug. St 

1:00 Iris-The Happy Pro- 
fessor 

1:15 Fireman Sam 

1:50 My Secret Identity 

2:15 N.B.A. 

3:30 Take I'our l%lc 

4:00 Dead Afen's Tales 

4:30 I Witness Video 

SrilO ChHdren’s 
Avgramme Ration 

5:30 Varieties .And Game 
Show 

7:00 Le Jouraai 

7:15 M^iaziae 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 National Geog- 
raphic 

8:30 The Album Show 

9:15 Murdo" She l^jote 

W:00 News In English 

' 10:25 Movie 

12:00 Shogun — Part 
Nine 


12:30 I^rfect Strangers 

Friday, 

Sapt. 1 

1:00 Read-A-Alle Deed- 
A-Atte 

1:15 Beethoven 

1:30 Why I didn't Think 
Of That 

2:00 Key To Freedom: 
Women & Literature 

2:30 Movie — The Eiiter- 
tainers 

Starring: Linda Gray 
4:00 The Crystal Maze 

5:00 CbUdren's 
Fragramme Rhhan 

5:30 TrieWm 

7HI0 Le Journal 

7:15 Magazine — E =M6 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 African Skies 

8:00 Coath 

8:30 Nomads Of The 
Wind 


9:15 DangerGeld 

lOriH) News In Elfish 

10:25 Movie — Calamity 
Jane 

Starring: Jane Alexan- 
der & Frederick Forest 

11:50 Out On A Limb 

12:30 The Powers That 
Be 


Saturday, 

Sept 2 

2:00 Back To The Future 

2:50 Harry And The 
Hendersons 

3:00 Road To Avoalea 
3:30 Only In Hollywood 
4:00 Families 
5:00 Cbndren*s 

Programme Raban 

5:30 Dpcameatary Le 
Bkentenaire I>a Louvre 

6riH> Drama Series — 
Operation Open I et 2 

7:00 Le Jouraai 

7:15 Magazine — Faut 
Pas Beier 


7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Documentary — 
Conceivu^ The Future 

8:00 Major Dad 

8:30 The Bold And The 
B^utifal 

9:15 Dr. Quiaa-Medidne 
Woman 

10:00 News In Engfisb 

10:25 Shadows Of The 
Heart 

12:00 The Noble House 

Sunday, 

Sept.3 

2:00 The Flintstoaes 
2d0 The Mighty Jungle 
3:00 PugwalPs Siuanier 

3:30 Time Riders 

4:00 Families 

5r00 ChUdFen’s 
Aograinjne Raban 

5:30 TeleGIm — Le Jap 

7HH) Le Journal 

7:15 Ushuaia: Le Maga- 


zine De L’Extreme 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Cinema, Cinema 
8:00 IVurses 

8:30 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 

9:15 Stratbblair 

10:00 News In Englisb 

10:25 Shadows Of The 
Heart 

12:00 Return To Eden 

12:30 Keeping Up 
Appearances 

Monday, 

Sept 4 . 

2:00 The Animals Of 
Fartbh^ Wood 

2:30 Hey Dad! 

3ri)0 Survival 

4:00 Families 

Childrea’s 
Propamme Rahan 

5:30 TeiefBm — Francois 
Le Champ 

7:00 Le Journal 


7:15 French Varieties 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Documentary — An 
End To Silence . 

8:00 McHale’s Navy 

8‘30 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 

9:15 Harts Of The West 

10:00 News In. Eaglab 

10:25 The Ruth RendeB’s 
Mysteries 

Kissing The Gunner's 
Daughter 

11:30 Movie — Apocaly- 
pse 'Now 

Starring: Marion Brando 
& Martin Sheen 

Tuesday, 

Septs 

2:00 Captain Planet 

2:30 M.A.N.TJ.S. 

3:00 Road To Avoalea 

4:00 Families 

5:00 Children’s 
Programme — Raban 


5:30 Magazine — Mon- 
tague 

5:50 Varieties — Tarata- 
ta 

7:00 Le Journal 

7:15 Magazine — Faut 
Pas Reve 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 V Bet Your Life 

8:00 Piglet FBes 

8:30 The Bold And The 
Beautiful 

9:15 Documentary — 
Women Of The World 

9:30 Pacific Station 

10:00 News la English 

10:25 Russia: The Mis- 
sing Years 

History Of The Red Army 

11:30 New York Under- 
cover 

12:00 Grace Under Fire 

12:00 Varieties 

Bfednesday, 

Septs 

2:00 Problem Child 


2:30 Super Champs 

3:00 Tomorrow’s World 

3:30 Amazing Stories 

4:00 Families 

5:00 Children’s 
Aogranime — Rahan 

5:30 Detective TeMUm 

Les Aventures De Nestor 
Burma 

7:00 Le Joumal 

7:15 Ushuaia, Le Maga- 
zine De L’Extrane 

7:30 News Headlines 

7:35 Arthur C, Clarke’s ; 
Mysterious Universe 

8:00 Anything For A 
Laugh 

8:30 The Bold And The 
B^utifui 

9:15 Heart Of Heaia^ 
10:00 News In Et^isb 
10:25 Prism 
20:45 The Blue Skies 
12:00 Sbakazuiu 




From Abba to Ace of Base, Swedes find key to pop succesi 



Py Tbomas Giasberg 

The Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden 
^Jiatbe beginning, tbere 
was Abba. Hen came 
BttTVpe, Roxette, Dr. 
Aiban, Ace of Base, and 
now even a techno coun- 
try group named Rednex. 

Sweden has become a 
wodd powr in pop music 
exports, posably No. 3 
bdiind the United States 
sod Britain, according to 
iadasay estimates. 

Two decades after 
Abba stormed world 
cHiarts, simHar kinds of 
dean<ut bands — and 
some jsaer ones — iiave 
made millions of dollars 
abtosd, vying with Volvo 
as de star of Swedts& ex- 
ports. 

**J can’t even grasp cbis. 
Tm a toorist in r&ality,” 
says Ace of Base founder 
Jonas Berggren, who feels 
out of [dace with &me and 
success. 

The quarter £rom ivest- 
ern Sweden, playing what 
one mviewer c^ed “Jdn- 
deigarten reggae/* won 
best new artist last year in 
■ the American music 
awards fw “All That She ■ 
Wants/* 

Its sound, though uni- 


que, follows a pure, 
card!!/ sr^'ie, including 
**The Bioa/ Countdown** 
by Europe in 1987, 
**Joyride** by Roxette in 
1991, and now “Cotton 
Bye Joe** by Rednex, a 
studio act sounding more 
Texan than Swedish. 

Artists and agents say 
Sweden’s secrets are 
many: Free music educa- 
tion, an afSnity for En- 
glish, an. obsession with 
American pop culture and 
even a penchant for sing- 
ing over drinks. They cre- 
dit . an uncannj' ear 6>r 
mass-market castes and a 
b/oader array of talent 
than the home market can 
support. 

And then tbere*s Abba, 
the biggest reason. The 
1970s sensation got the 
wmid to notice Sweden 
and inspired Swedes to 
conquer the world. 

Smce 1974, when its 
single “Watetioo** won 
die Eurovi^n song con- 
test, the quartet of Agneta 
Fajtsko^, Benny Anders- 
son, Bjorn Uhveus and 
Anni-Ffid Lyngstad has 
defined an international 
pop genre. 

They have sold roughly 
250 miJK ntiC' alhtuns , cas- 
settes and CDs worl- 


dwide, not counting 10 
million “Greatest Hits** 
com[alations during a re- 
cent revival. ' 

Two Australian Sims, 
“AisciUa Queen of the 
Desert** and “Muriers 
Wedding,” have en- 
shrined Abba as a pop 
culture icon. On the Inter- 
net, a half-dozen sites are 
devoted to Swedish pop 
music, most of them solely 
to Abba. 

**The international re- 
cording industry turned its 
attention to Sweden after 
Abba, and they realised 
there was a huge source of 
good music,” says Marie 
Dinberg, Swedish spokes- 
woman for EMI, the U.S.- 
based label. 

Lasse Lindstrom, music 
for Sweden*s biggest daily, 
Ejq>ressen, says, “It*s not 
like audiences in America 
are screaming for new 
Swedish pop music, bat 
.the record companies do, 
because they see the 
potential. ” 

U.S. and European 
labels Socked to Sweden 
and seized on bands even 
if spurned by fickle 
Swedes, starting with the 
soft heayy-metal sound of 
Burope in the late 1980s. 

Today, MTV has cre- 


ated a niche for good- 
looking, off-beat acts, 
opening the door for 
groups like Army of Lov- 
ers, whose provocarive 
video “Crucaffed” entr- 
anced viewers in 1993. 

Others range from rave 
to soul artists such as Stak- 
ka Bo, Ertype, Eric Gadd, 
Cardigans, Clawfinger, 


Atomic Swii^ and Whale. 
Many of these groups are 
rebelling against Sw^en’s 
soft rodt image. 

**For the size of the 
country and the number of 
bands that we play on 
MTV Europe, (Sweden) 
far oatweiffbs any other 
country,** says MTV. 
Europe*s Vice President 


Richard Godfrey. 

Billboard Magazine*s 
international deputy edi- 
tor, Thom Du^, credits 
Sw^en’s **pop sensibility. 
...It*s the ability to convey 
a simple emotion in a 
three-minute song witb a 
melody and a hook that 
transcends borders. ” ^ 

While there are no bard 


figures comparing music 
exports by country, 
Sweden, which has a 
[x^ulation of 8.5 million, 
does sell far more pop 
tban-it buys, saj^ Gunnar 
Petri of the artists* rights 
society STJM. 

“It is really remarkabJe 
that a country witb 
Sweden *s population 
would be a net eiqmrter of 
muric, ** Mr. Petri says. 

Infixed by Abba, cbii- 
dren rushed to study and. 
hear pop music for fiee.in 
schools and communal 
**people*s parks.** Amer- 
ican television, Sim and 
music have inSis&l Swed- 
ish culture, and Fn^lixh 
study is mandated in grade 
school. The combination 
became maffcal. 

“We have this *exotio- 
ism* around American culr 
tore. And that is trans- 
fonning into music,” says 
Eric Gadd, 29, a ihytbm- 
and-btnes artist billed by 
some as the next globm 
star. 

Altiiougb its domestic 
maricet is tiny — $332 
million last year compared 
witb $11.8 billion in the 
United States — Sweden 
may ou^U other coun- 
tries worldwide precisely 
because its langaa^ and 


population are smell 

“(jeimany, Franeg and 
Italy have peat mngig. 
a lot of them do it in 
native tongue because tbe 
martef is so great/* 
Tomas Johansson, ef 
Ema, a talent ^gejiev. 
Sweden, if you wss? a 
bigger career, you have to 
do It m Hffgfwh. » 

Many artists, offgB 
urged by. a&mts, reegfd 
their bits in £n^ab a§ 
as Swedish hi^nitg q jjtf 
abroad. 

At home, however, the 
English-language pop 
associated witb Sweden 
worldwide often doesn’t 
sell. Ace of Base failed fbr 
years to get a contract, 
finally moving to De^ 
nmark. 

“Maybe it’s that we 
want to be magber, better 
than everybody else, ” sa vs 
Marianne Ballard, a dub 
mana^ in die westerii 
Swedish town of Gote-' 
boig, where the homeg- 
rown band was ignored 
years ago. 

Berggren, ftom Ace of 
Base, now feels vindi- 
cated. 

“The Swedish critics 
still doD*t like us. jijcy 
won*t admit they were 
wrong. ” 


Fall movies get more serious, as does handicapping 
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By John Hons 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — The joke is that HoUywood*s fall 
aims are more serious than summer’s. Of douise, 
they are. It’s impossible to make movies dumber than 
Mad Love, Busbwhacfced and Operation Dumbo 
Drop. 

Witb kids back in school and adults buyziig .a 
greater percentage of tickets, the studios will release 
fall titles far less calculated than summer*s fare. As 
the Je%d of sophistication gyowsf predictability rums 
complicated. It’s a no-brainer to foretell riches for 
Batman Forever, but guessing whetiier The Scarier 
Letter will be as popular as Jumanji is nearly 
impossible. 

An informal survey of producers, theatre owners 
and studio executives su^esis Cbat only a few fall 
51ms are bet-tbe-bouse hits. The majority of autumn 
movies are much harder to predict, but bere*s a 
rundown of the likely successes, plus a slate of the 
season *s risJuer titles. 

1. Ace Venture 2: When Nature Calls (Nov. 10). 
Jim Carrey is even more popular than when the first 
Ace Ventura came out in 1994. This will probably 
be insipid — bur tbai hasn*t hurt a Carrey Sim yet. 
His past three movies averaged $100 million each. ^ 

2. Get Shorty (Oct. 18). Palp Fiction star John 
Travolta plays a loan shark opposite Daimy Devito in 
the movie version of Elmore Leonard*s best-seller. 
Directed bv Barry Sonnenfeld (The Addams Famiiy), 


Get Shorty could have a long run at ticket windows. 

3. Seven (Sept. 20). Yet another murder ^oiy. 
Seven has the advantage of starring the popular Brad 
Pitt (and bis girltiiend, Gwyne± Paltrow) opposite 
Morgan Freeman. New Line has market^ &e Sbn 
very well. 

4. Casino (November). An all-star cast (Robert 

Deniro, Sharon Stone, Joe Pesci) and a topflight 
director (Goodfelias* Martin Scorsese) should md:e 
this gangster movie a lock. That was supposed to be 
the case with 199Vs Bugsy which did well bat not 
spectacularly. '• ••• -t*'- r- - - 

5. Nick Of Time (Nov. 22). Director John Badham 
(War^mes) imitates Alfred Hitchcock's Rope in this 
real-time assassination drama: The Sbn runs as long 
as the action. The one gamble: taming the very good 
actor Johnny Depp into an action hero. 

6. Jade (Oct. 6). Joe Eszterhas (Basic Xnstznctj 
writes honible dialogue, but his scripts almost always 
connect witb audiences. TV star David Carux 
Szded witb bis first feature. Kiss Of Death, and 
director William Friedkin basn*t bad a bit since men 
wore hats to the office. Still, the crime drama looks 
better thari average. 

7. Assassins (dct. 6). Antonio Banderas (Inter- 
view Witb The Vampire) is actually hotter than h^ 
co-star, Sylvester Stallone, whose Judge Dredd did 
worse than “A Goofy Movie.” Director Richard 
Donner (Lethal Weapon) has a golden box-ofBa 
touch, so the murder story might dick. 

8. Showgirls (Sept. 22). TTie story of Las Vegas 


strippers has a cast of unknowns but a high cariosity 
— OK, lechery — factor. Mostly naked stars 
Eiizabetb Berkley (TV*s Saved By The Bell) and 
Gina Oersbon won*t sell a lot of tidets, but dir^tor 
Paul Verboeven (Basic Instmct) might. 

9. The Scarlet Letter (Oct. 13). Demi Moore stars 
in the fifth movie version of the Nathaniel Hawtb- . 
ome adultery novel. Reviewers won*t like the new 
happy ending, but audiences probably won*t mind. 
With Robert Duvall and Gaty Oldman. 

10. Sabrina (Nov. 17). As. remakes -go^. tbis- 
retooMttg. pf i954*ajBqgaxt-Aadrey Hepburn classic 
isn’t shabby: It stars Harrison- Ford and Julia 
Ormond. Director Sydney Pollack tends to run either 
very hot or ice cold, though, ftom Havana to The 
Firm. 

11. The American President (Nov, 17). U the 
public bates politics in the movies as much as in real 
Ufe, this story of a widowed President (Michael 
Douglas) and bis love life looks like a lon^ot. Its 
advantage is Douglas, and director Ron Reiner is 
capable of another A Few Good Men... or another 
North. 

12. Unstrung Heroes (Sept. 15). What sounds like 
a documentary about pro tennis is instead a family 
story directed by Diane Keaton. The cast is beaded 
by Andie MacDowell and Seinfeld's Michael Kramer 
and it could be a surprise bit. 

13. Home For The Holidays (Nov. 3). Jodie Foster 
directs and produces this family comedy-drama, witb 
HoUy Hunter, Robert Downey Jr. and, Anne Ban- 


croft. Witb good word-of-mouth, this kind of 61m can 
work see Steel Magnolias — bur it’s a bard sell, 
e^yedally following Unstrung Heroes. 

14. Fair Game (Oct. 27). This William Baldwin- 
dndy Crawford police story was supposed to debut 
in September and was delayed when several scenes 
bad to be re-shot. It*s the first feature role ibr the 
model, and Baldwin isn’t as weii-Jmown as brother 
Alec. 

15. Steal Big. Steal Lhtie (Sept. 29). The Fagitive- 
maker Andy Davis directs Andy Garda, who single- 
handedly plays two battling brotiiers. The downside 
IS that the 61m is being released by Savoy Pictures, 
which would have lost money if it handled /urasSir 
Park. 

The gambles: 

1. A Vau^ire In Brooidyn (Oct. 27). Eddie 
Murphy as a vampire. A mostly sure-fire actor in a 
strange role. 

2. Goldeneye (Nov. 17). Pierce Brvsaan stars as 
James Bond. Could start demand for a Sean Connery 
comeback, but also could do $50 million. 

3. To Die For (S^. 27). A hinny, dark comedy 
starring Nicole Kidman as a wicked newscaster. 
Probab /7 too ingenious for America. 

4. Now And Then (Oct. 20). An ensemble story 
about four girls during those awkward teen years. 
Will male audience^ loosen up and check it out? 

5. Jumanji (Nov. 17). Robin WZUiams’ fantasy- 
adventure cost more than $60 mdUon, and its 
audience is unclear. 


Actor starred in war films 
for Japan and China 

, ... •• rviT'-', 111 r'T'.*-' T ' 


Jfy Mark OWeilf 

Reuter 

BEUING — In 1942, Yu 
Kang was one of the iead 
■ actors, playing a reformed 
orphan, in a 61m about the 
benevolence of the 
Japanese-led government 
‘Of northeast CAina. 

A decade later, be was 
still on the set — but 
playing opposite roles, as 
a Communist revolution- 
ary soid/er 6ghting the 
Japanese. 

“For some reason. I was 
a/ways the good guy, ” said 
Kn, 65, with a laugh in an 
interview- at the Beijing 
Film Studio where be 
lives. “I have the features 
and air of a good guy. “ 

Yu began his acting 
career in Japanese- 
oaupied Manchuria and 
continued in 61ms after 
' the Japanese surrender in 
1945. 

The Japanese invasion 
chan^d Yu's Ufe. 

. With bis widowed 
tnother, be moved in 1937 
his native Shandong 
m east China to northeast- 
I era Jilin province, part of 
^ puppet state of Man- 
^ofcuo tbaf Japan had set 
“Pm 1932. He went to 
school in its c^itai, now 
ea/ied Changeftun. 

He was Aosen to play 
m a 90-minute feature film 


Good Boy as a naughty 
oiphan who is adopted by 
an oiphanage and becom- 
es a model child, to show 
the humanitarianism of 
the government. 

The 6bn was made by 
■ the Maneburihn Film Stu- 
dio, set up by the 
Japanese in 1937, to pro- 
duce newsreels, 
documentaries, musicals 
and feature 61ms for the 
puppet state. 

The studio was an in- 
strument of stare policy, 
its goal to make people 
forget they were Qiinese 
and believe they were 
Manchurians who should 
obey Japan, Yu said. 

But he retains bitter 
memories of that period. 

Life in Manchukuo was 
difficult, with the 
Japanese the ruling elite 
and Chinese regarded as 
second-class citizens in a 
society rife with informers 
and secret police ready to 
report any wrong word or 
action. 

A gulf existed between 
ordinary Chinese and 
their Japanese masters. 
with rice only for Japanese 
and elite Chinese and 
or^nary Chinese arrested. 
if they were found eating 
it, he said. 

Chinese could only ride 
in “labour cars'* witb red 


number plates, while 
Japanese rode in luxury 
cars with white plates. 

“The Japanese boys 
were so arrogant in their 
smart uniforms and 
looked down on us in our 
poor clothes. ** he recalled. 
“We often used to tight 
them to get our revenge. 

“'Many Chinese 
opposed Japan but many 
collaborated with it. Japan 
used Chinese to control 
Manchuria,” he said. 

Among them were 
some stars of the Manchu- 
rian Film Studio, who 
served prison terms after 
the war as “cultural 
traitors”. 

After Japan’s surrender 
in 1945. Yu joined his 
brother in the Communist 
movement and started 
making fi/ms about the 
civil war with the 
Nationalists, working be- 
side Japanese technicians 
from the Maneburian Film 
Studio who were unable to 
return home. 

A tier the Communist 
victory in 1949 and the 
expulsion of the National- 
ist government to Taii^an, 
Yu moved to Beijing 
where he became a 'dis- 
tinguished actor and direc- 
tor. 

He piayed workers. 
Communist guerri7/as. 


policemen or heroes, 
while other Chinese actors 
were i>pecasr as vil lains 
and doomed to play 
Japanese secret police or 
Nationalist ofEcials. Yu 
was one of the best known 
actors of bis generation. 

His tilms in the 1950s 
were made when ^tb in 
communism was strong 
and their propaganda 
themes retiected wide 
popular support for the’ 
party. 

But, as faith in the party 
has waned, so has inters^ 
in such 61ms, with many 
people, especially the 
•young, preferring love and 
action tilms ftom Hong 
Kong, Taiwan and the 
United States. 

Y'u's tilms are among 
the 100 “patriotic educa- 
tion” tilms being broad- 
cast on Chinese television 
over 12 months in the run- 
up to the Aug. 15 
anniversary. 

Yu said his tilms were 
imponznt to help young 
Chinese understand the 
history of their owti coun- 
try. and how many people 
sacrificed their lives to 
maJee China an indepen- 
dent, sovereign nation. 

Young Japanese also 
should see these films to 
understand properly their 
bisroiy, he said. 


Film depicts Kissinger-Nixon 
friction before Vietnam pullout 




By David Crary 

The Associated Press 
TORONTO — Henry 
Kissnger paces tbroagb a 
cavernous tiJm studio, 
muttering to himself in 
that unmistakable accent. 
Vietnam and Richard Nix- 
on are on bis mind. 

OK, it’s an impostor. 
But actor Ron Silver has 
been transformed into 
such an uncanny double 
that the make-up artists 
have become celebrities 
on the set of Kissinger 
And Nbmn, a 61m being 
produced in Toronto *fbr 
TUmer Network Televi- 
sion. 

It’s not the only big- 
'time production focu^g 
on the former president — 
Oliver Stone comes out in 
December witb Nixoa, 
starring Anthony Hop- 
kins, Ed Harris and James 
Woods. But the principais 
in JiLissinger And Nixon 
feel a sense of risk because 
they know Kissinger and 
others involved in the 
1972-73 Vietnam ceasefire 
negotiations will be close- 
ly following their work. 

“Kissinger saw an early 
draft of the script and gave 
us his comments. '* said ex- 
ecutive producer' Dante/ 
Blatt. “We reacted to 
some, and didn't react to 
others. '* 

Blatt wouldn’t detail 


Kissinger’s objections. 

“He’s not a consul- 
tant,” Blatt said. “We feel 
comfortable that what we 
are portraying is histor- 
ically accurate.” 

Kissinger can be 
assured bis role is in sym- 
pathetic bands. Silver not 
only knows Kissinger 
sqdaily, but back in the 
Vietnam War era was a 
history and politics buti 
who shunned anti-war 
protests and contemplated 
a career as a CIA ^gent. 

“When you start to play 
a character well, you do 
begin to empathise witb 
him, ” Silver said during a 
break. “Kissinger was a 
decent man trying to do a 
very complex job in a very 
comp/ex situation.” 

The 6hn, based on the 
biography Kissinger by 
Walter Isaacson, focuses 
on a crudal period in late 
1972 and early 1973 that 
produced an awkward 
ceasefire in \6etnam and 
enabled U.S. troops to 
withdraw. Egos and ambi- 
tions often overshadowed 
principles as Kissinger, 
then the national security 
aTJviser, pursued bis lone- 
horseman diplomacy 
while White House aides 
urged Nixon not to trust 
hm. 

Kissinger reached an 
ac^rd witb the North 


Vietnamese in October 
1972, bur deliberately 
fyiled to keep South Viet- 
namese President Nguyen 
Van Thieu informed of 
the talks . Thieu refused to 
accept the deal without 
further concessions ftom 
Hanoi, and Nixon ordered 
the notorious “Christmas 
bombings” of Hanoi and 
Haiphong in December 
that prodded the North 
Vietnamese back to the 
baigaioing table at the 
cost of worldwide outrage. 

Nixon is played by Beau 
Bridges, who was a 
staundi gnti-war activist at 
the time, but found a new 
perspective during exten- 
sive research of bis charac- 
ter. 

“What emerged was 
quite a different person, ” 
Bridges said. “When I was 
young, I bated all bis deci- 
sions. I still disagree with 
what be did, but I under- 
stand now that he did see 
himself as a peacemaker. ” 

Bridges* daily make-up 
routine takes ahnost five 
hours, compared to a 
mere three for Silver. 

Charles Poriier, who 
does Bridges* make-up, 
said be subtly scaled down 
Nixon's tiuDous nose so it 
would be proportionate to 
the actor’s face. 

“We didn’t want carica- 
tures,” he said. “Both 


these roles have maire-ups 
that could have easily be- 
come political cartoons.” 

Bridges said he has 
worked bard to conve y the 
former president’s man- 
nerisms and voice vritbout 
appearing to mimic him 

“It’s a responsibility to 
portray someone people 
have very strong feelmgs 
about,*' Bridges said. 
“The best 1 can hope for is 
that I capture the essence 
of the man. ” 

The script was written 
by Lionel Cbetw^’ad, 
whose credits inciude 
Sadat and Hanoi Hilton. 

“This is the risjrfesf 
thing I’ve ever done,” be 
said by telephone ftom 
Los Angeles. “Tbisiscon^- 
temporary American his- 
tory. Everyone has their 
own opinion on it. 
...There’s a tremendous 
obligation to be sure v/kat 
you are doing is just asd 
right.” 

The director, Dan Pet- 
rie Sr., has coped vitb 
mite House life beia^. 
“ m the made»^r-TV 
Roosevelt drama Eisanor 
And FranMo. He" also 
directed Fort J^ache: 
The Bronk and GKooh: 
The Return. 

Blatt said Kissinger 
And Nixon could air 
either late this year or 
early in 1996. 
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Let*s talk cheap with Peter Fonda: He knows cheap 


By Stephen Sebae&r 

Reuter 








PMer A>ncla 


JVBIY YORK^Let’s talk 
cheap with Peter Fonda, 
Henry *s son, Janets 
brother and Bridget's 
fytber. 

Fonda, who co- 
produced the 1960s classic 
Easy Rider ior $262,000, 
knows alx>ut low-budget 
movies and ao-budget 
inovies and he knows the 
difference between cheap 
and uitra-dieap. And he 
knows even more these 
days because he is starring 
in Nadja, a iup black-and- 
white Mm about DraaUa 's 
undead progeny, with les- 
bian overtones and a batty 
sense of humour. 

Fonda rdays the legen- 
dary fearless vampire hun- 
ter Van Heising. A 
Schindler's List discovery, 
the Garbo-like Elina 
Owensobn, plays the 
count's un^ad daughter 
Nadja. 

“Because they wouldn't 
ffy me in or put me up, "as 
he puts it, Fonda learned 
that the only way for a' 
Montana-ba^ actor to 
co-star in a New York 
no-money movie is to 


have access to an apart- 
ment in the and a lot 
of ffequent Sier miles. 

Fonda, who had both, 
already knew that in Hol- 
lywood it's who you know, 
but he was reminded of 
that with Nadja. Affer all, 
he found out about the 
role because Eric Stoltz 
(Naked In New York and 
J^lp Fiction), bis daugh- 
ter’s longtime lover and 
thus his uno^dal sou-id- 
law, ivas^in^ to play Van 
Helsing's son in &e movie 
tiiat was made for less 
than $1 million by director 
Michael Almereyda. 

But Stoltz left to do a 
different movie (presuma- 
bly one that pa/d better 
than the $l,400-a-week all 
the actors in Nadja re- 
ceived as the Screen 
Actors Guild minimum 
wage). Martin Donovan 
was quickly cast in the 
Stoltz role, and Fonda 
stayed. 

More recently Fonda 
leaned that an economy 
publidty tour meant a 


cheap overnight flight 
fro/n Los A/iae/es to New 


from Los An^es to New 
York with a stopover in 
Onciimati that ^ve him 
“only 45 minutes of sleep" 


before he be^ a day of 
interviews. Sitting in bis 
West Side Maiihafran 
hotel, Fonda matter-of- 
factly noted the Spartan 
simplidty of his suite and 
pother lesson in today's 
indejfendent movie 
world' whirl: “This is 
where they put you when 
they don't have any 
money. " 

Obviously Fonda, dres- 
sed in denim, cowboy 
boots and. tinted aviator 
glasses and sporting a 
grey-streaked ponytail, 
cares more about the work 
than movie star luxury. At 
56, be still works with an 
acting coadi and talks ab- 
out the mystical highs giv- 
ing a performance can 
generate. 

“I bad a blast making 
this" said the veteran 
actor who began in movies 
with Tammy And The 
Doctor (19^) and spent 
much of the last deca^ in 
straight-to-video exploita- 
tion movies. “For40 years 
I was known as Henry 
Fonda’s son and for the 
next 20 I’m going to be 
“Bridget Fonda's dad,"' be 
said between chugs ffom 
an unfashionable brand of 


bottl^ water. 

*Tm very comfortable 
with that," the proud 
fttber added. "She is so 
f—ing cool. " 

Jhey will be on screen 


together next war in Ali- 
son Anders' Grace In My 


son Anders' Grace In My 
Heart, be said. “Bridget is 
going to play Lesley Gore, 
the 1960s pop tinger, and 
Fm Guru Dave." 

Father and daughter 
have reamed up before. 
When dad did a cameo as 
an Easy Rider-style biker 
in 1993's Bodies, Rest 
And Motion, which Stoltz 
co-produced, Bridget, the 
Sim’s star, unexpectedly 
arrived on the set. 

"She hid behind, the 
seat in the back of the car, 
just so we would be on 
Sim rojgedier. Even if no 
one could see her," be 
said. 

But the very Srst time 
they were reamed ivas in 
Easy Rider, Fonda re- 
veals. “Drrdjer was a little 
and my son Justin was 
the baby" in the sleeper 
hit that cemented his ^t- 
smoking, long-haired, 
motorcycling image. 

The Sim remains Fon- 
da’s career peak. Nothing 


could be as sweet as the 
worlwide Easy Rider hoo- 
pla for a movie that he 
also co-produced. 

“Yes, it made me rich. 
Famous I didn't have to be 
I was bom famous,’’ be 
said. 

But in Hollywood, the 
man re^nsible for the 
industry’s subsequent 
“youthquake" was hardly 
a popular Sgure. 

Overnight, the so-cheap 
independent film that 
chronicled a drug dealing 
cross-country trip and 
made Jack Nidiolson a 
star changed the way Hol- 
lywood looked at movies. 


It also put many middle^ 
aged Blmmakers out to 


pasture and paved the way ! 
/or bright movie-struck 
kids like Steven Spielberg 
and Martin Scorsese to get 
their Srst breaks. j 


“The union minimum 
then was $392 a week,’’’ 
Fonda remembers. 
"That's how much it cost 
me to have Jack Nidiolson 
— and it was the best $392 
Fve ever spent, you know 
what I meant?" 

Fonda not only knows- 
cheap — he likes cheap. 


As urbanisation takes ouer, artists turn garbage to art 


By Tina Susman 

The Associated Press 


ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast 
— Countless pairs of feet 
must have tramped past 
the stove top lying aban- 
doned on an Abidjan 
street in January. Not 
those of an artist named 
Anapa. 

Mellowed by a bit of 
marijuana, an ima^ of 
colours melting together 
in bis mind, Anapa picked 
op the battered piece of 
metal, took it home and 
created a work that now 
hangs alongside stnilariy 
bom pieces' 'in- ‘ the city’s 
museum. ‘ ' 

The exhibit featuring 
artists who use scavenged 
material such as scrap 
metal and garbage pri- 


marily has attracted 
school ' groups since it 
opened in April, a reflec- 
tion of rhe problem Afri- 
can artists face gaining 
attention at borne. 

However, the &ct the 
works are exhibited at all 
in Abidjan is a hoosr to a 
growing number of A&i- 
cm artists who say tradi- 
tional masks and wood- 
carvings have little to do 
with Me on the rapidly 
urbanizing continent. 

"I grew up witii the 
things of the dty, the be- 
haviour of the dty, not of. 
the village ’* said Anapa, 
33,.an Alridjan.native who ■ 
uses just doe name. "We, ' 
the artists of this genera- 
tion, we’re comjriicated. 
We've seen the dances 
and the masks of initiation 


in books, but I don’t really 
knowit. I was never a part 
of it." 

The use of garbage for 
art in West ^ica began 
in earnest in 1970 when 
students at Abidjan’s 
School of Fine Arts 
couldn’t afford paints, 
day for sculpting and 
other materials. 

In ffastration, they be- 
gan scavenging for 
alternatives and disco- 
vered that sand, ■ dirt, 
abandoned clothes, 
broken miirors, old but- 
tons, bi;ityde diains, old 
cans, bottle caps and just 
about anything else packed^ 
off the street could be put 
to creaCrVe use. 

The students called 
their movement “Vobou- 
Vobou," which loosely 


translates to "anything 
goes." WbUe its origins 
were due largely to econo- 


mic problems, some 
/bundms saw it a chance 


forAffican artists to make 
a statement agamsr ^ 
influence of Western 
material on their work. 

**We should be able to 
produce sometbir^ that is 
typical of Africa. We 
^ou/d not look at what 
we’re string ffom the 
West and just copy it," 
said Yoassouf Bath, a 
Vobou-Vohou founder 
who uses sand, twigs, old 
paper, tree baA and even 

Since VoSqa-Voboa’s" 
beginnings, garbage art 
has come to rignify not 
just rejection of Western 
inffuence but the over- 
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crowding of Africa’s 
dties. 

In West and Central 
Africa, where this style of 
art is the most widely 
seen, urban peculations 
are growing at three times 
the general population 
rate. Mduntaios of debris 
tossed out by the explod- 
ing ^pulace grow along 
Abidjan’s roaA and are 
burned periodically to 
make way for more moun- 
tains. There are no recyd- 
ing bins here. The idea of 
nmldng an extra effort to 
preserve the environment 
IS alien to a largely im- 
poverished society, ■ where 
daily survival tal^ so 
mudt effort 

The result is an environ- 
mental nightmare and a 
gold mine for artists like 
Anmya. 

He spott&I the stove 
top in January' while 
ambling through Ahobo, a 
reemih^ Abidjan nei^- 
bourhaod whose- streets 


are lined with shacks sell- 
ing old car parts and scrap 
metal. Rettmring to Im 
home, which doubles as 
bis sttidio, Anapa painted 
the metal in blue, red and 
yellow, aooeataatii^ the 
four burners and ending 
_ up with something that 
looks like a modernistic 
painting ffom a- distance 
but comes into view as a 
stove up dose. 

By using castoff mate- 
rials, Anapa hopes to 
sbow.Afrians that they 
can creato things and not 
- rely upon Western im- 
■^plrts. He considers him ., 
self not of the Vohou- 

Vobou movement but part 
of a group of younger 
artists who use only the 
renmants of urbanisation 
in their woA, such as 
scr^ metal for sculpting 
ana blue jeans materid 
for canvas. 


The results of both 
movements are similar. 


however. 

Lining a wall across 
ffom Anapa's stove top 
are the works of Vobou- 
Vohou sculptor Sery -Puig, 
who, until his death in 
1992, used auto puts to 
creaTe ffatastic replicas of 
animals and bugs. A 
crankcase painted gold 
forms the body of a giant 
mt^uito -r- Nissan An- 
ders and sidings painted 
are two giant rabbits copu- 
lating — black motoc^de 
parts are transformed into 
a huge scorpion. 

The- Benin Arty’sX 

R^iquaMJHaipiq^^ 
the ^bks bn' traditional'' 
Affican masks by creatuiji' 
his own masks horn cas- 
toffs such as hand irons 
and plastic jerry cans. 

Most of the artists have 
bad works exhibited in 
New York, London and 
Paris, but it’s a battle gain- 
ing recognition in their 
own countries. The dilapi- 


dated state of many West 
Affican museums is evi- - 
deuce of government neg- ' 
lect of the arts. Vrith wars ' 
raging and the region in an- 
overall economic decline, 
e\«ii 1 ^ money & likely 


to go towards maintaining’ * 
museums, whidi generalfy' ■ 


bouse ^/aise collections. | 

Traditional masks and-. I 
wjodcaryings that might-' | 
be on disfday instead are I 
.sold in tourist markets.-’ 1 
Works recoffused as valu-' ‘ ‘ 
able are piffled for sale'. 4 '^ 
to museums overseas, a' 
practice tiiat led the U.S. . 
government to han im-/- 
^its Of arident art ffom: 
Mali, which has been ■ ■ 
nearly looted dry. 

Anapa says virtually all " 
bis sales have been tOK- 
foreigners, and museum:^ 
dire^r Yaya Savane said-.: 
the adults who visit the '- 
exbfoithn are mainly uffi- ' - 
versi^ students or foreign 
emb^sy groups. 
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HONG KONG — How 
does an action star whose 
last movie premimed two 
decades ago compete in a 
world where Amie, Sly, 
Bruce and Wesley are 
iaqgs? 

Eaty, when that star is 
martial arts legend Bruce 
Lee. 

Just ask Tomoko Veka- 
wa. 

"To me, he’s not just a 
movie star — he’s my 
teacher, my fother and my 
brother," says the 28- 
y^-old transport super- 
visor ffom Kobe, who saw 
her Srst Lee movie at age 
13 on Japanese TV. 

"His tough appearance 
fumed me on," she says. 

Twenty-two years after 
bis death of a brain 
aneurysm at age 32, Lee's 
legend kicks on, kept alive 
by fans who fsnge from 
aeavywe^t boxer Mihe 
Tyson to a former doctor 
tor ‘the Mon^jUan Olym- 
pic team who trekked 
3,700 miles with two 
friends ro vmt Lee’s grave 
in Seattle. 

Bat nowhere, perhaps, 
is Lee ’s memory merisbed 
more than in Hong Kong, 
where the lithe, muscular 
actor Srst found fame and . 
where he's still imown 
aS^Bctionately as Lee Siu- 
Lung — "little dragon 
Lee." 

Lee fons turned out in 
force for a six-day exhibi- 
tion that coincided with 
the anniversary of bis 
death on July 20, 1973. 
Organised by the 400- 
strong Brace Lee Oub, 
the display featured Lee 
memorabUia and a Kato 
look-alike, the Kung-Fu 
chopping chaufreor Lee 
playiM in the 196(H TV 
show. The Green Komer, 
which still airs on televi- 
siott in Hong Kong. 


Fans kaep the 


legend alive 




Photos and posters 
showed Lee in the pose 
that made him famous — 
arms thrust Ibrward, legs 
spread and that menacing, 
pierdr^ gaze which often 
heralded a bone- 
CTuncfaing attack and an 
hhhhh *^ 

Fans gazed at Lee’s 
"nuDcbaku," the two 
chain-linked truncheons 
be wielded with awesome 
speed. They bought studio 
bossies of Lee and copies 
of the yellow Crack suit he 
wote in Game Of Death, 
which Lee was SIming m 
Hong Kong when be died. 

Lee's Glms were made 
without the computer 
wizardry and complex spe- 
cial emets that have sky- 
rocketed budgets and fa- 
nned in recent offerings 
from Arnold Schwar- 
zenegger, Sylvester Stal- 
lone and their ilk. 

Yet Lee’s last complete 
fflrrt. Enter The Dragon, 
grossed more than $100 \ 
million, and remains a \ 
favourite for armchair I 
acdon-frhn addicts. 

He was bom Lee Yuen 
Kam in San Francisco, but 
spent much of bis early 
years in Hong Kong. He 
returned to the uarted 
States and attended col- 


Infoncy (1951), and about 
four other features in the 
1950s. He did stints in 
several episodes of TV’s 
Batman series before be- 
coming fully ensbriried as 
Glmdom’s martial arts ex- 
pert. 

Hs son, Brandon, laun- 
<±ed bis own action career 
in Sim and ironically alsff 
died young. Brandon was 
killed while filming the 
movie The Crow when a 


prop gun that supposedly 
held blank bullets di^ 


charged a live one. 

Ail 24 stores of KPS, 
Hong Kong’s largest video 
rental chain, stock Bruce 
L^’s rnovies, which con- 
tinue to be popular, from 
generation to gej/eradon, 
according to spokesman 
Ken Yip. 

Why? 

"He spread-tbe Chinese 
spirit everywhere. -He 
• made us ftel proud of 


ourselves," says Mok 
Kwong-irim, 39, a dvil 
servant desperate to be ' 
photographed with the 
Kato done. 

Lawrence Cheng, the 
Bruce Lee Qub’s secret- 
ary, recalls how as a kid he - 
wore baggy pants and 
vests like bis hero and 
studied bis tilms — “/as- 
dnated at how Lee could ' 
kick Sve times in a row." 

"His thoughts still apply ; 
even a/ter ^ yeans. Even " , 
though he’s dead, he left 
behind a way of thinking . 
and an image that lives 
on,” says 33-year-old 
Cheng, who has hoarded ' 
Lee memorabilia for 25 . ' 
years and seen Lee's ; ' 
movies so offen be can 
redte the scripts. 

It was Lee who . 
attracted Uekawa to Hoag - . 
Kong, where the San 
Frandsco-bom actor grew ' 
up. 

She says Lee's example ; 
encouraged her to ignore . 
a bully at high school. 

"Nobody dared help I- 
me. But after reading 
Lee’s phUosopby, which .. 
encourages one to be ■ 
flexible and adaptive like- • 
water, J got confidence.” 
she recalled. 

"Later, J be^n to love. 
his personality. At uni-* ' 
versity, J studied philoso- 
phy because of him. ” 


ANSWERS 


PUZZLES 


ie^ at the University of 
Wasbiaeton where he stu- 


wasbington where be stu- 
died philosophy. 

Lee^ first moyie was 
The Birth Of Mankind in 
1946, He followed that 
with Kid Qieung (1950)/ 


A doggy problem 


1. Sheepdog 

2. Airedale 

3. St. Bernard 
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■ friendship PASS, Viet- 
‘ nam — Trucks nimble 

' across on lucrative trade 
' , runs. Chinese and Viet- 

> ' ‘i>- ' namese tourists chatter and 

. . ■ laugh as they pose for 

k ' friiotos. In the pauses be- 
tvi«en, bird song twitters 
from the thick greenery 
‘ • w along the road. 

: sounds of peace have 

\ j taken the place of gunfire at 
diis meeting point between 
^ two of Asia's most heavily 
.'■‘'•Ml ahnednations — Chinaand 
Vietnam. 


Vietnam, China make money, not 
war — but tensions simmer 






-\ But there are also clues 
here to the tensions that 
. ■ ,.uj remain below the surface. 

’ Both countries' final 

, checkpoints are several 

h^drM yards from the 
•• boundary, which is un- 

. / ‘V'Vfadoroed by gates, guards or 
flags. That is because Viet- 
' 7 ,,. nam disputes the location, 

^ accusing China of having 

moved the border marker* 
300 metres in its favour 
during the two countries’ 
1979 war. 

Four years after their 
1991 detente, they are still 
arguing the point, along 
with more than ^ other 
locations along the <1, 460- 
kilometre border. 

Until the location of 
•j% Friendship Pass is settled, 

CasC Vietnam is refusing to re- 

* sume cross-border rail ser- 

vice there. It was cut in 
1979. 

• 'The Vietnamese people 


cr 
'f 





Still have to watch out for 
the Chinese. They are big- 
ger than Vietnamese and 
we don't know when they 
will strike us." said Nguyen 
Thi Nhung. a peasant 
woman who works as a por- 
ter at the border, voicing 
what Vietnamese ofridals 
will only say privately. 

^ Off the record, the offi- 
cials speak bluntly alxiut 
their fears of China. They 
note that while the United 
States fought in Vietnam 
for less than two decades, 
China occupied it for more 
chan 1,000 years and in- 
vaded repeatedly after 
being driven out in the year 
938. 

China sent Hanoi arms 
during the war with the 
United States, but Viet- 
namese history books say 
the Chinese also supported 
Vietnam’s division in 1956 
and tried to maintain the 
split in the 1970s. 

It is chiefly fear of China, 
which now claims parts of 
Vietnam's continental shelf 
.and a vast stretch of sea on 
Vietnam's southeastern 
flank, that has pushed 
Hanoi to seek bro^r in- 
ternational ties. 

This summer, Vietnam 
gained long-sou^t U.S. di- 
plomatic recognition. It 
also joined the Association 
of Southeast Asian Nations, 
founded in 1967 as a buffer 
against Communism in Asia 
and now seen as a buffer 
against Chinese expansion- 
ism. 

Yet Vietnam still sees be- 


nefits from the peace with 
Diina. All along the moun- 
tainous border, towns and 
villages remote from other 
trade routes are achieving 
new prosperity feom trading 
with China. 

*T don’t know if the 
Chinese are friends or not. 
or whetherwe will have war 
again or not, but if they 
trade with us, we are hap- 
py," said Truong Thi Unh. 
36. a former teacher who 
now distributes Chinese 
beer. 

Smuggling also has 
grown, bringing in an esti^ 
.mated SI billion worth of 
Chinese consumer goods 
each year and sending 
somewhat less Vietnamese 
rice, fruit and other agri- 
cultural products in the 
opposite direction. 

OfRcially, China is only 
Vietnam's sixth-largest 
trading partner, with two- 
way trade of about SSOO 
million last year. Most was 
conducted between state- 
owned companies, but 
growing numbers of private 
businessmen and tourists 
also are venturing, albeit 
timidly, across the border. 

At Friendship Pass, two 
young Chinese women cros- 
sed to the \^etnamese side, 
posed for pictures, then 
turned back. 

"We just came to have a 
look and have some fun,” 
said one, who would give 
only her surname, Lin. Her 
tight blue-jean shorts and 
high heels would have 
drawn stares in relativelv 


conservative Vietnam if she 
had lingered. 

At Tam Thanh Pass, to 
the west, two Chinese 
women ^uatted in the dust 
on their side of a low 
barbed-wire fence and 
waited for Vietnamese por- 
ters to carry across a ship- 
ment of lychees. 

*‘They put stones in the 
fruit to make them heavier. 
But they say whatever we 
sell is poison, no matter 
how nice it is," grumbled 
one of the Chinese women, 
surnamed Xu. 

Her impressions of Viet- 
nam from brief visits: 
“Their lives are no good, 
just too hard. Their bouses 
are poor and their children 
have diseases you never see 
in China." 

Many Chinese regard 
Vietnam with the same su- 
periority that Westerners 
often bring to China. They 
see it as dirty and backward 
and in need of economic 
reform. 

“Chinese law is lacking 
compared to the West, 
ri^t? Wdl, Vietnamese law 
is lacking compared to Chi- 
na’s. There's so much 
bureaucracy and a lot of 
corruption," said Pang 
Budan, manager of the Kim 
Son Hotel, one of just three 
Viemamese-Chinese joint 
ventures in Lang Son Pro- 
vince, which adjoins 
Friendship Pass. 

“They haven't had much 
contact with the outside 
world, not like us Chinese 


who have been open for 
more than a decade," he 
said. 

Mr. Pang said about a 
third of his guests are 
Chinese businessmen but 
many are only looking 
thinp over, waiting for bet- 
ter investment opportuni- 
ties. 

Construction might be a 
good choice. New buildings 
are going up all over the 
province and its coital 
town, also named Lang 
Son. Few signs remain of 
the devastation wrought in 
1979, when more than 
200,000 Chinese soldiers 
attacked. 

China declared it was 
punishii^ Vietnam for in- 
vading Cambodia and top- 
pling the Chinese-backed 
Khmer Rouge. China pul- 
led its troops back after a 
month, but the total death 
toll was already 56,000. 
Both sides kept up cross- 
border shelling through the 
late 1980s, preventing re- 
building. 

Residents said Dong 
Dang, a market town nearly 
three kilometres from 
FricDddnp Pass, stayed in 
ruins until the 1991 rap- 
prochement. 

“The Chinese took ev- 
erything they could and 
niiat they couldn't carry, 
they destroyed," said a gov- 
ernment employee who 
gave his name as Phi. 
“They carried back electric 
poles, telephone poles, rail- 
road traclu. We didn't re- 


build because the border 
wasn't stable. I lived in a 
thatd) house for more than 
10 years." 

Several hundred 
thousand ethnic Chinese 
who lived in Vietnam fled 
or were pressured to leave. 
Among them was Chen Jin- 
rong, then 18. His father's 
ancestors had come from 
China generations earlier. 
His mother was Viet- 
namese. 

"We were afraid. We 
couldn't take anything. We 
just ran,’' he said. “We 
sneaked into China." 

Now he comes back to 
trade, travelling on a 
Chinese passport, and says 
he bears no ill-will. 

“If we can make money, 
we're happy,” he said, sur- 
veying a load of olives be 
planed to send north. 

“The things of the past 
are past," he added. 

Not entirely Mr. Chen 
said his femiy has not told i 
anyone in China that his 
mother is ethnic Viet- 
namese. They pretend she 
belongs to a border-region ' 
minority group. 

At one of the few pre- 
1979 buildings sdU stan&ng; 
in Lang Son town, a V^et;- 
namese man e^oed Chen’s 
philosophy. 

“If I think of the past I 
still fee! angry. But the best 
thing now is to forgive and 
forget, because we are! 
neighbours." said Dan^ 
Long, a dty judge. "We 
should build peace." ' 


^ Serbs under heavy attacks 
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(Continned from page 1) 

Hie air raids and artillery 
barrages aimed to "seriously 
reduce the (Serb) artillery 
around Sarajevo,” said Ber- 
nard Janvier, commander of 
U.N. troops in former 
Yueoslasvia. 

NATO targets included 
air-defence radar and com- 
munication sites, ammunition 
. depots and command posts 
throughout Bosnia. 

Two waves of aircraft, in- 
cluding U.S. Navy.F-18 and 
F'i4 -nghters, strack ,ln the 
dead of night, beginning just 
after 2 a.m. midnight Gl^). 

NATO officials refused to 
specif which other countries 
were involved in the raids, 
but officials in Washington 
said 50 U.S. aircraft partid- 
p:\ted in the first strilre. The 
British Defence Ministry says 
British aircraft “played a foil 
part" in the NATO opera- 
tion. 

Frendi, Dutch and other 
nations' aircraft are also in 
the region enforcing a U.N. 
“no fly" zone over Bosnia. 

U.N. soruces said the 
planes also targeted Bosnian 
Serb air defences near the 
towns of Mostar in the west, 
Goncade in the east, and Tuz- 
la to the north, but there was 
no immediate NATO con- 
firmation. 

Three more attacks came 
after daybreak. 

Pierre Briere, a U.N. 
spokesman, said the third 
wave was directed against 
Bosnian Serb military targets 
near Sarajevo. The planes, 
whidi appeared to be Amer- 
ican E^16s, headed east to- 
wards Serb-held areas before 
detonations were heard. 

Around the time of the 
fourth attack, two F-16s flew 
umards the suburb of Luka- 
vica, the rebels* most impor- 
tant militaiy posidon around 
,^e dty. U.N. and NATO 
‘oflidals said the airstrikes set 
fire to an ammunition dump 
there. 

Planes struck a fifth time in 
late afternoon near Pale, the 
Bosnian Serb headquarters 
southeast of Sarajevo. 
Sources there said a major 
Bosnian Serb air defence 
1 ‘adar complex on nearby 
Mount Jaborina had been hit. 

B^een the nighttime and 
wytime raids, the multina- 
tional rapid reaction force on 
Mount Igman, southwest of 
*he dty, fired more than 600 


shells on Serb portions sur- 
rounding the BtKnian capital. 
Colonel Briere said. 

The overni^t raids left 
bright flashes of light tinging 
the sky. The spectacle awoke 
Sarajevans, and many were 
hanging out their windows to 
watch the assault on their 
Serb foes. 

“T feel good, oh yes” de- 
dared 5S-year-old Musrata 
Sabic, leaning from her bal- 
cony for a better view. “I feel 
good, probably for the first 
time, in this war. It looks like 
they; iiri6“ skfnnfttg.'cfi’em 
alive,** , . 

With the international 
community expressing deter- 
mination for the first time to 
strike the Serbs until they 
stop threatening the capitd 
and other U.N. “safe zones," 
the NATO campaign could 
mark the turning point in the 
40-month-old Bomian war. 

It could force the Serbs to 
accept peace terms they have 
rejected. But if the Serbs 
react defiantly as they have to 
past NATO raids, the U.S.- 
sponsored peace mission 
could wither, leading to a 
pullout of U.N. troops and 
the flow fo direct Western 
milit^ aid to the Muslim-led 
Bosnian government. 

“Our objective is to reduce 
the threat to the Sarajevo 
safe area and to deter further 
attacks there or on any other 
safe area," Mr. Gaes said. 

He told ABC television 
that “if the Bosnian Serbs are 
continuing to launch a chal- 
lenge, we will continue and 
even enhance our military 
activities.” 

U.N. spokesman Alexan- 
der Ivanko suggested the 
NATO assaults would con- 
tinue until the ^rb agreed to 
pull back heavy weapons 
from the Sarajevo region or 
until those weapons were 
destroyed. 

The U.N. sent that mes- 
sage in a letter to Gen. Mla- 
dic, the Bosnian ^rb com- 
mander, he said. 

“Its basic message was: 
'We have warned you of the 
consequences of an attack... 
against a safe area. Unless 
that ^reat is removed, the 
NA70-U.N. operation will 
be ongoing." Mr. Ivanko 
said. 

The first official reaction 
from Bosnian Serb leaders 
came from their self-styled 
Serb positions around 
Sarajevo and said: “NATO 



The body of a fonr-year-old laid ont on a stretcher in a Sarajevo morgne. 
The girl was among the known 37 people killed in a Bosnian Serb 
mortar attack on Sarajevo on Monday (AFP photo) 


stepped over the line of its 
involvement in the conflia." 

“Alleged Serb shelling of 
Sarajevo was not the real 
reason for this ridiculous act 
by the international commun- 
ity," the SRNA news agen^ 
quoted him as saying. He did 
not elaborate. 

Serbs dropped several 
shells on downtown Sarajevo 
Wednesday. The government 
responded with dozens of 
mortar rounds out of the city 
towards Serb portions. 


Bosnia's president, Alija 
Izetbegovic, was in Paris, 
where he had just concluded 
two days of peace talks with 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State Richard Holbrooke. 

He welcomed the NATO 
airstrikes as a long-awaited 
sign chat Bosnia is “moving 
towards peace." 

“The world has finallay 
done what it should have 
done a long, long time ago,” 
Mr. Izetbegovic said. 

President Bill Clinton, 


speaking in Jackson, Wyom- 
ing, said the NATO opera- 
tion was “an appropriate re- 
sponse to the shelling of 
Sarajevo." 

But Russia, a traditional 
Serb ally, condemned both 
Wednes^y's offensive and 
the Serb attack that provoked 
it. 

“We still oppose the use of 
force to solve the Yugosla- 
vian crisis." President Boris 
Yeltsin said in an interview 
on Russian public televidon. 


Israel lifts 
Jericho siege : 

(Cnitiniied from page 1]^ 

policemen who had no search 
warrants and who refused jto 
state their identity. I 
' Yizhar settlers are close j' to 
Kach, an anti-Arab move- 
ment banned by the govern- 
ment after the massacre olr‘38 
Palestinians by an Israeli set- 
tler in the West Bank town of 
Hebron. 

In Gaza dty two Pal esti- 
nian police officers have-tieen 
suspended from 'doty>-lifter' 
the death of a prisoner held 
by the self-rule authority, the 
prosecutor general, dialed 
A1 Kidra, said Wednesday. 

Taufik Sbeih A1 Sawarqa, 
36, had been held since Aug. 
27 by the Palestinian security 
services for "security 
reasons." 

In an inquiry ordered by 
PLO leader Yasser y\rafat 
“two officers have been sus- 
pended and are being ques- 
tioned," Mr. Kidra said. The 
inquiry was continuini;. 

Sawarqa was the. fifth 
Palestinian to die wbiile in 
police custody since the 
launch of autonomy in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho in 
May 1994. 

Palestinian sources said he 
was suspected of su.pplying 
arms to Hamas. 

His death was announced 
late Tuesday. 

Humqp rights groups have 
criticised the Palestinian 
National Authority, (PNA) 
for its treatment of p'risoners. 

A Palestinian stabbed and 
sli^tly wounded an Israeli 
policeman with a kitchen 
knife in Arab East Jeru- 
salem, police said. 

The policeman, who was 
guarding a house belonging 
to right-wing politician >Uiel 
Sharon, was protec.ted by bis 
buUet proof vest, but hurt his 
hand in a strode with his 
21-year-old attacker, who 
was arrested. 

Israeli security services 
have stepped up siirveiUance 
of right-wing extremists amid 
fears they might t.ry to assas- 
sinate government figures in 
a bid to destroy' the peace 
process. 

The government is taking 
seriously threats made by 
Jewish extremists of drastic 
action as the deal to extend 
Palestinian self-rule across 
the West Bank nears comple- 
tion, security cfficials said. 


Letter from Damascus 

Arabian Nights tell 
modern day tales 


* By Heory Rafile 

“THERE ARE only three 
subjects which are beyond 
ertidsm," a Damascus pro- 
fessor told Charles Glass m 
1987, “the presi(fent him- 
self, the army and the par- 
ty. Otherwise, you are free 
to say what you like a about 
anything." 

During the first part of 
1995, a forther subject be- 
came taboo: open discus- 
sion of the normalisation of 
relations with Israel. In re- 
cent years the Syrian gov-, 
ernment has slowly edged* 
towards direct talks. Its 
negotiating position is 
weakened if Syrian indi- 
viduals go around meeting 
Israelis, exploring options 
of cultural and aocademic 
interchange. Early this 
year, Syria's most disting- 
uished poet, Adonis was 
expelled from the Syrian 
Arab Writers' Union for 
having advocated norma- 
lisation with Israelis. Ado- 
nis lives outside Syria and 
his fame is assured. But 
many other Syrians who 
travel to international con- 
ferences are on their guard. 
They fear manipulation by 
well-msheis who seek to 
accelerate the peace pro- 
cess by getting Israelis and 
Syrians together. The fete 
of Adonis is a sharp remin- 
der of the shifting bound- 
ary of freedom of express- 
ion. Syrians are not ^ng 
to put their jobs and hveli- 
hoods at risk. 

But artistic creativity is 
not stifled. The Ministry of 
Culture “licenses" much 
activity that is diallenging 
to political orthodoxy and 
to artistic conservatism. 
This spring two plays have 
been ^rformed in Damas- 
cus that demonstrate 
vigour in Syrian cultural 
life. 

Riyad Ismat is one of 
Syria's leading intellec- 
tuals, a writer of short stor- 
ies, plays and literary critic- 
ism. He has lived in the 
United States and. Britain 
and.is.alezt'to-wb'ax.is oing. 
on in the world. At the 
same time, he is firmly 
rooted in a Damascus 
theatrical tradition that 
goes back to Abu Khalil A1 
Qabbani a century and 
more ago. Ismat's play, the 
Ni^ts of Shahriya, was 
actually first produced in 
English in Cardiff in 1982, 
but the author has trans- 
lated it and the first Arabic 
production played to pack- 
ed houses in Damascus in 
May 1995. 

It is based on stories 
from the Aralrian Nights. 
A story-teller introduces 
the story of Sbaharazad 
and actors come on and 
play the parts described. 
Shabarazad herself takes 
over the role of story-teller 
and more actors act out her 
stories. And so on. Shifting 
stages, lighting and swift 
and deft activity by the 
actors prepuce a fast mov- 
ing fantaaa with a message 
of sexual equality but 
which also echoes popular 
traditions. 'The theatre,” 


argues Ismat, “should not 
be a museum.” 

One month earlier, fore- 
ign students of Arabic at 
foe Institiite Francais des 
Etudes Arabes staged, in 
Arabic, one of the plays of 
Syria's best known dramat- 
ist Sa’dallah Wannus, now, 
sadly, in poor health and 
confined to bis home. The 
play. The Elephant, Oh 
Lord of Ages, is an aUe 9 >ry 
and illustrates tbe Damas- 
cus professor's comment on 
creative freedom. Wannus' 
play tells the story of a 
village that is harassed by 
the king's elephant that 
tramples crops and has 
actually killed a child. The 
villagers see tbe with frus- 
trated rebellion. Along 
comes Zakarfa, full of 
bounce and confidence, 
who proposes that they 
confront ^ king and com- 
plain. The villagers argue 
among themselves. Zakaria 
drills them to articulate 
tiieir grievances and they 
troop off to the king's 
palace. Zakaria will be 
their principal spokesman. 
Officii at tbe i:^ace treat 
the villagers with con- 
tempt. They are conducted 
into tbe presence of the 
king, haughty, distant and 
majestic. Zaksuia starts. 

“We want to talk about 
foe elephant.'' 

“What about the 
elephant?” snaps the king. 

''We think the 
elephant...” 

“Yes?" roars foe king. 

"... is lonely," snivels 
Zakaria, his confidence 
collapsed, “and ... needs a 
mate.” 

- The villagers are too 
cowed to object. Tbe king 
cordially agrees, appoints 
Zakaria as keeper of foe 
elephants and promises a 
five-day holiday with 
celebrations for the wed- 
ding of the elephant. The 
delegation leaves, crushed. 

Wannus has argued that 
all his writings are politic- 
aj... Readers and audience 
can inteT.pj.«t The. 
Elep.banc^.Qh Lo^d of Ag^. 
however foey like. When ;I. 
asked a Syrian friend' 
whether the censorship au- 
thorities were being liberal- 
minded or were feUing to 
see a veiled attack on the 
security forces, he said, 
“neither. The play has no 
contemporary relevance. 
The satire was focused on a 
prerions regime." 

Wannus is certainly 
“licensed.” For 30 years he 
has written powerfol, in- 
novative plays. He has torn 
down the barrier between 
actors and audience. 
Actors have been placexi in 
the audience to heckle 
actors on the stage. 
has encouraged the public 
to heckle. One production 
had aaoTS playing the parts 
of tbe secret police, 
apparently arresting mem- 
bers of the audience. 

Prerident Asad in recent 
months has paid for expen- 
sive medical treatment for 
Sa'dallah Wannus. 
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Middle East Interaational 


U.S. 'warns' Damascus 


(CoDtiniied frtim page 1) 

some of the statements thre- 
atening tbe U.S. are bein^ 
made by groups and indi- 
viduals ba^ in Syria,” the 
Post reported. 

'Hiere can be no justifica- 
tion for tbeir direct thrrats to 
American citizens and to 
American interests. The 
groups responsible must be in 
DO doubt that the U.S. takes 
these threats seriously and 
reserves foe right to respond 
in any way it deems neoess^ 
to terrorism against its 
citizens or interests," the 
cable continued. 

The message went on to 
say Washington expe^ Syria 
to do “everything m its pow- 


er" to ensure tbe groups do 
not harm to U.S. citizens. 

“We are also making tins 
clear directly to Zran,^ the 
paper quot^ tbe cable as 
saying. 

Syna denies that it partici- 
pates in or endorses extremist 
attacks, and has told 
Washin^n it is committ^ 
to negotiating a peace agree- 
ment with Israel. 

Threats from Hamas, Hiz- 
bollah and other groups 
against U.S. interests fol- 
lowed the arrest last month in 
New Yorit of Mnsa Abu Mar- 
zouk, an acknowledged offi- 
cial of Hamas who Is under 
detention pen ding a h^-aring 
Oct. 17 on an extradition 
request by Israel. 


Iraq, Kuwait extend talks 




(Continued from page 1) 

in Kuwait and later transfer- 
^ red to Iraq. 

Kuwut and Iraq have met 
pr^ously in Geneva at the 
senes of talks which are also 
JJtended by delegates from 
"W United States, Britain, 
trance and Saudi Arabia. 

the 1,400 U.S. 
f™®pssent to Kuwait foiiow- 
•p^^®newed tension with Iraq 
I pan in manoeuvres to 

' navigation skills in the 

Kuwaiti desert. 

Austin Johnson of 
ri. - Army’s Caval- 
2 T^'^onsaid Abram battle 
tanks, Bradley fighting vehi- 
cles and command-and- 


control vehicles were de- 
ployed during the exercises. 

He did not give any more 
details about the' man- 
oeyvres, which began early 
Wednesday. Kuwaiti forces 
are expected to take part in 
the war ^mes at a later 
stage, but Opt. Johnson did 
not say when that would be. 

The United States built up 
its forces in the region after 
Saddam Hussein's son-in- 
law, Hussein Kamel Hassan, 
defected to Jordan on Aug. 
S. He said Iraq was planning 
an attack on Saudi Araltia 
and Kuwait. 

The United States current- 
b>‘ has 23.000 troops and 
eight warships in the region. 


One of Iraq's main opposi- - 
non groups said Tuesday the 
commander of an Iraqi air- 
force base and several of his 
officers have defected to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Supreme Council of 
the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq (SCIRI) said Bagdad's 
forces surrounded the base 
and officers* quarters after 
learning of tbe defections. 

"The commander of the 
Imam Ali air base, in Nasir- 
iyeh province (in southern 
Iraq), and several of his offic- 
ers fled and took refuge in 
Saudi Arabia on Friday," the 
group claimed. 

It said that another senior 
officer. General Maytham 
Hisham .AJ Hkriti, comman- 
der of an annoured vehicle 
base in President Saddam's 


home town of Tikrit, was 
executed with three others 
last week. 

The group said the execu- 
tion was ordered by the presi- 
dent's eldest son. Uday, who 
had amassed great power af- 
ter the defection of Gen. 
Hassan. 

According to the group, 
Uday is now in charge of the 
elite Republican Guard and 
has sacked three of its offic- 
ers and arrested dozens of 
others. 

There was no independent 
ronfirmation of any of foe 
claims. Kuwaiti newspapers 
on Monday claimed Uday 
was under house arrest. 

.An official Baghdad news- 
paper said the Iraqi lead- 
ership bad overhauled its 
security arrangements follow- 


ing the defec.-on. 

The English-language 
Baghdad Observer said the 
storm created by the defec- 
tions would soon pass. It 
dismissed foreign speculation 
that the Iram government 
might soon fall as wifoful 
thinking. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Sad- 
dam Kamel Hassan, who 
headed the Presidential 
Guard Unit, defected along 
with his brother, Gen. Has- 
san. 

The Observer said the Ira- 
qi leadership had tackled 
whatever adverse effects the 
defections might have bad 
"by introducing some radical 
changes on the security 
arrangements that have been 
under the supervision of Hus- 
sein Kamel's brother." 


Baghdad ne’wspapeis also 
highlighted perceiv^ differ- 
ences between Egypt and 
Jordan on how to approach 
the Iraq issue.: 

They carriisd reports of 
Egyptian media criticism of 
Jordan. 

Iraq rejected late Tuesday 
a demand by Gen. Hassan to 
release foe full text of discus- 
sions at which he was said to 
have attacked U.N. disarma- 
ment chief Rolf Ekeus. 

Gen. Hassan said earlier 
that his rernarks had been 
aired out of context on Bagh- 
dad television as part of a 
campaign tc discredit him. 

“I challenge them to air the 
whole of the meeting because 
the pan that was broadcast 
has no .value; unless it is run in 
context an<5 with all the dis- 


cussions that took place" in 
tbe ruling Revolutionary 
Command Council (R(^), 
be said. 

But the Iraqi News Agenty 
quoted an “authoritative 
source" as saying that *^{|o 
country broadcasts foe com- 
plete recording of discussions 
by its highest bodies on 
national security." 

An Iraqi journalist in exile 
in Egypt ui^ E^t to de- 
mand the extradition from 
Jordan of Gen. Hassan to 
face charges as a “war crimin- 
al,” legal officials said in 
Cairo. 

Ahmad A1 Shayeb told 
Egypt's general prosecutor 
that Gen. Hassan had “tor- 
tured and killed several Iraqi 
opposition members as wdl 


as E^tian, Jordanian and 
Palestinian prisoners,” they 
said. 

Gen. Hassan “also forced 
several Egyptians to join the 
Iraqi army during foe war 
with Iran" from 1980-1988, 
said Mr. Shayeb, who was 
imprisoned in Bagdad from 
1980 to 1984. 

He urged prosecutors to 
investigate “these war crimes 
and take the necessary legal 
measures to extradite" Gen. 
Hassan. 

Mr. Shayeb fied to Egypt 
in September 1984 after an 
amneny. He bad been conde- 
mned to death in Baghdad 
for “spying for Egypt" but his 
sentence was commuted after 
the intervention of Prerident 
Hosni Mubarak. 
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Japan plans new steps to 
breathe life into economy 
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TOKYO (R) — Japan has 
outlined another package of 
financial steps in its latest 
effort to nurse the economy 
back on to a recovery path 
over the coining months. 

Japan's economic planning 
chief said the package, which 
is due for release in late 
September, would focus on 
encouraging consumers to 
buy more. It would also 
mahnian ea^ credit and try 
to further trim Japan's huge 
trade surplus. 

He predicted that the pack- 
age would help ensure that 
the stalled economy is back in 
recovery mode by the second 
have of this fiscal year, which 
ends next March. 

"Through expansion of 
domestic demand and by re- 
^gaining the trust of the peo> 
pie, the economy will steadily 
recover from the second half 
of this fiscal year." ^onomic 
Planning Agency Minister 
Isamu Miyazaki told a news 
conference. 

Mr. Miyazaki was speaking 
after Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama told his 
economic ministers to com- 
plete the details of the pack- 
age by around Sept 20. ?. 

The latest set of stimuli will 


be financed by a sup- 
plementary budget that is ex- 
pected to exceed 10 trillion 
yen (104 billion The budget 
will be debated in parliament 
in early October. 

Tlie planned package fol- 
lows two others adopted in 
April and June. The April 
package was fmanced by a 
first supplementary budget 
for this fiscal year of 2.73 
trillion yen (S28 billion). 

Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura said 
separately that the new pack- 
age would also look at public 
works spending. 

The plan has been promp* 
ted by continuing concern ab- 
out the state of the economy. 
A tentative recovery from the 
recession drat kicked in fol- 
lowing the collapse of the 
1980s "bubble economy" has 
now stalled in the wake of the 
Kobe earthquake in January 
and the steep appreciation of 
the yen. 

The dollar fell as low as 
79.75 yen in July, after start- 
ing the year at about 101 yen. 
but has since recovered and is 
now trading around 97 yen. 

"The current account sur- 
plus. already on a declining 


(rend, will be cut further 
tlirough increased in imports. 
Once this happens, currency 
movements can be expected 
to become more stable," Mr. 
Miyazaki said. 

Japanese ftnns say they are 
still suffering the after-effects 
of the yen’s rise, which makes 
their goods more expensive 
for overseas consumers. 

In addition, Mr. Miyazaki 
said there were fears that 
reduced domestic demand 
could induce a sharp fall in 
prices that could damage 
corporate profits. High un- 
employment also remains a 
worry, he added. 

Government data released 
Tuesday showed that Japan's 
unemployment rate remained 
at a record high 3.2 per cent 
in July, unchanged from 
June. 

But Mr. Miyazaki noted 
that the yen's recent fall and 
an accompanying rise in 
Tokyo stock prices had 
created a good climate for 
implementing new measures. 

"With the yen weakening 
and stock prices gradually ris- 
ing. giving a psychological 
boost to consumers and com- 
panies, now is the perfect 
time." he said. 


Canada cuts interest rates 
in bid to boost slow economy 



TORONTO (R) — Canada's 
central bank chopped short- 
term rates for the 

seventh time this summer in a 
bid to spur la^ng consumer 
.demand and boost the coun- 
'try's sluggish economy, 
prompting major banks to cut 
theic prime lending rates. 

The Bank of Canada lo- 
wered its target range for the 
key overnight rate by a quar- 
ter of a percentage point to 
6.0-6.50 per cent. 

Canada's six major banks 
matched the move with a 
quarter of a percentage point 
cut in their prime rates. 

The Royal Bank of Cana- 
the Bank of Montreal, 
Bank .of Nova ^otia, 
adian Imperial Bank of 
mmerce. Toronto- 
Ipiinion B|nk and the 
9nal Bank ‘of Canada all 
l^'ed their prime rates to 
cjier cent from 8.25 per 
F'. effective Tuesday. ‘The 
pks last cut their prime 
es. charged on loans to 
tfieir best customers, on July 
12 . 

Analysts and economists 
said lower interest rates were 
expected and needed because 


Canada's economy remains 
anaemic, while a potentially 
destabilising Quebec referen- 
dum on partial separation 
from the rest of Canada is 
fast approaching. They said a 
sharp rise in the value of the 
Canadian dollar over the past 
week set the stage for the 
Bank of Canada easing. 

"The rate cut was pretty 
much expected given that we 
had some excellent inflation 
news last week, the economy 
remains quite weak and the 
Canadian dollar has been 
very strong." said Warren 
Jestin. chief economist at the 
Bank of Nova Scotia. 

Canada's consumer price 
index rose 2.5 per cent in July 
on a year-over-year basis, 
down ^m 2.7 per cent in 
June and is expected to edge 
lower for the rest of the year. 

"With unemployment still 
ninnitig arounef 9.8 per cent. 
I don't think inflation will be 
a concern," said Paul Ferley. 
assistant chief economist at 
the Bank of Montreal. 

Hi^er interest rates and 
slow job growth have long 
kept Canada's beleaguered 
consumers out of the market 
for goods and services. Retail 


sales rose 0.6 per cent in 
June, but Statistics Canada 
warned that early indications 
for thie July number were 
“not encouraging." 

"The lower rates certainly 
help to give a bit of a shot in 
the arm, but I don't think 
consumers will be going on a 
spending spree," Sco- 
dabank's Jesrin said. 

He noted that Canadian 
consumers have record debt 
levels i*elative to their incom- 
es while job creation has 
been "minimal" this year. 
Mr. Je,stln predicted con- 
tinued s:low economic growth 
for the rest of 1995. 

But Sherry Cooper, chief 
economist at Nesbitt Bums, 
said lowV^ interest rates will 
help a rtibound in consumer 
■demand.'. and attract more 
foreign investors to Canada. 

"Ineris- is no question that 
international confidence in 
Canada sttems to be increas- 
ing." she said. “Our fun- 
damentals have been very 
positive ifor some time and 
there seems to be a little 
more confidence that Canada 
will corr.ie through the 
Quebec referendum un- 
scathed." . 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Jurgovan 


ACROSS 
1 Coroner's letters 
4 Exclamation of 
concern 
8 Vends 

13 A company of 
thieves 

14 Drug plant 

15 A company of 
scouts 

16 Skein, perhaps 

19 Particular mode 

20 Hook's crony 

21 Fret 

22 Shade tree 
24 — and cons 
26 Govt. org. 

29 Heroic tale 
31 Crunchy 

36 Latvian capital 
36 Color 

40 Distinctive 
qualities 

41 Slotlv 

44 Cbnstmas song 

45 Aria 

46 RBI or ERA 

47 ^literate 

48 Agitated 
condition 

50 Nav. off. 

51 Second son 
54 — Cnjces 

56 Former TV host 
60 Potpourri 
62 Browned bread 
66 Pod 

69 Companies of 
badgers 

70 Poop 

71 A company of 
wolves 

72 Soothes 

73 Essential being 

74 At this time 

DOWN 

1 Foolish 

2 Sole 

3 Nimble 

4 Alas, ‘in Berlin 

5 Oodles 

6 Pride 

7 More secure 

8 Certain vessel: 
abbr. 

SGodoflove 
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Yesterday's puzzle solvedi: 


10 Stupid one 

11 Misplace 

12 Eject 

13 Talk excessively 
17 Congeals 

16 Earth: pref. 

23 — Hari 

25 Wound reminder 

26 Him 

27 Cleric 

28 Marketplace in 
old Greece 

30 Snares 

32 Regrets 

33 Seething 

34 Plastic wrap 

35 Nudniks 

37 Biblical prophet 
39 Cost 
^ Entreaty 
43 Filly or colt 
49 Trail 

52 Jeering word 

53 Miss — of 
"Oaiias" 

55 Full of suds 

56 Step 
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57 Lost 

58 play parts 

59 Korean 
pr^ident, once 

61 Switch positions 


63 Wings 

64 Order 

65 Word of disrruiy 

67 CiA, formeriy 

68 Sorrow 


U.S. economy slows dramatically 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The U.S. economy slowed 
dramatically in the second 
quarter of 1995, expanding at 
the weakest pace in nearly 
four years. 

But the 1.1 per cent annual 
rate of growth for the April- 
June quarter, reported 
Wednesday by the Com- 
merce Department, was lar- 
ger than previously esti- 
mated, thanks largely to 
higher consumer spending. 

Analysts said in advance of 
the report that the economy 
is not h^ded for recession 
and already is shaking off 
some sluggishness. They pre- 
dict solid if unspectacular 
gains in gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) by the end of the 
year and into 1996. 

The government said a. 
month ago that GDP, 
measuring all goods and ser- 
vices produced in the United 
States, grew at an anemic 0.5 
per cent rate in the spring. 

In Wednesday's updated fi- 
gures, the ^mmerce De- 
partment said upward revi- 
sions in ronsumer spending 
and business investment in- 
inventories offeet downward 
revisions for net exports and 


government spending. 

The department also said 
that, using a new method of 
calculating growth that it is 
phasing in this year, GDP 
expanded only 0.5 per cent in 
the second quarter. The new 
method will formally replace 
the older system at the end of 
1995 and is designed to mea- 
sure price changes more 
accurately. 

The economy has slowed 
markedly since late last year, 
when it grew at the i^est 
rate in a decade. GDP in- 
creased at a 2.7 per cent 
annual rate in the first three 
months of 1995 after a boom- 
ing 5.1 per cent pace in the 
fourth quarter of 1994. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment also said Wednesday 
that after-tax corporate pro- 
fits grew less rapidly in the 
second quarter, rising 1.5 per 
cent after increasing 3.8 per 
cent in the first three months 
of the year. 

Inflation remained under 
contorl. One measure of the 
cost-of-living tied to GDP 
rose ^ee per cent in the 
second quarter, matdiing the 
gain of me first three months 
this year. 


Wednesday's report is not 
likely to increase pressure on 
the Fedei^ Reserve to lower 
short-term interest rates 
again to ^ve the economy 
another shot in the arm. 

The next set of key data is 
due Friday when the Labour 
Department announces its 
employment figures for Au- 
gust. 

The Federal Reserve, after 
seven interest-rate increases 
since early last year, reversed 
course in July and cut a key 
rate for the first time in near- 
ly three years. But the central 
bank left the rate unchanged 
at a meeting of its policy- 
makers last week. 

The Commerce Depart- 
ment said consumer spend- 
ing, which accounts for about 
two-thirds of GDP, increased 
at a S30.4 billion rate in the 
second quarter, compared 
with S14.3 billion the pre- 
vious three months. 

Analysts said -the buying 
pickup may have been due to 
price cutting by businesses 
eager to reduce mounting 
stockpiles of goods. 

They also noted that con- 
sumer confidence remains 
high. That was underscored 


Tuesday when the govern- 
ment reported that new home 
s^es rose in July for the third 
straight month. 

*nte Commerce Depart- 
ment said the ^ins in con- 
sumer buying in the second 
quarter included increased 
spending on services and 
purchases of interest- 
sensitive, durable goods. 

Inventories subtracted 
S18.4 billion from GDP in the 
second quarter as car manu- 
facturers trimmed production 
to match easing demand. 

But the government said 
inventory investment still in- 
creased more rapidly than 
previously estimated, largely 
due to higher livestock build- 
up on farms. 

Analysts said they expect 
the economy to pick up a 
moderate head of steam by- 
the end of the year after 
businesses reduce excess in- 
ventories. 

Overall, GDP rose at a 
$15.1 billion rate in the April- 
June quaver compared to 
$36.3 billion in the first three 
months of the year. Growth 
was the weakest since the 
economy expanded 0.1 per 
cent in the fourth quarter of 
1991. 


India puts on record export growth 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — In- 
dia achieved record export 
growth of 29.5 per cent dur- 
ing the first four months of 
fiscal 1995-96, Commerce 
Minister Palaniappan Chi- 
dambaram has said. 

Mr. Chidambaram said 
"excellent" exports during 
April-July indicated the pace 
could be maintained to re- 
cord overseas sales of $30 
billion at the end of current 
financial year on March M, 
1996. 

“We will make every effort 
and leave no stones unturned 
to keep the pace," Mr. Chi- 
dambaram told top Indian 
exporters in Bombay. 

The government has said 
Indian exports should main- 
tain at an annual growth rate 
of 20 per cent to help the 


domestic market recapture, 
the 1.6 per cent of world' 
trade the country held three 
and a half decades ago. 

Urging industiy to concen- 
trate on quality-added pro- 
ducts to boost overseas sales, 
the minister said relaxed 
trading laws and lower tarifft 
should help India retain its 
present high-speed export 
growth. 

"The country has come a 
long way since four years 
ago, when there were iinport 
compressions and export cre- 
dit was not available... It is a 
matter of great satisfaction 
now," he said. 

Mr. Chidambaram, howev- 
er, voiced fears that other 
European countries may fol- 
low Germany's ban on Indian 
textiles because of the use of 


certain banned chemicals 
here, and said the domestic 
industry should find subsi- 
tutes. 

‘Together, we will fond 
research on sobstitotes for 
dyes and chemicals that the 
world thinks are haimfol," 
Mr. Chidambaram said. 

India liberalised its 1995-96 
export-import policy to 
achieve around $^ billion in 
exports and imports of up to 
$32 billion to leave a narrow 
trade defidt during the pre- 
sent fiscal year which began 


April 1. 

The thrust of the liberal- 
ised export-import poli^ is' 
aimed at assisting export- 
oriented businesses in India 
to import critical items to 
meet their quality-added 
overseas sales committments. 

India launched sweeping 
structural refomis in June 
1991 to dismantle four de- 
cades of quasi-sodalist eco- 
nomic insulation in a bid to 
expand exports and lure fore- 
ign capital into the country's 
mark^ of 900 million people. 



‘They say everyone has an inner child. 
Mine has been using my intestines 
for a jump rope!” 


TTIAT SCRAMBLB) WORD GAME 
by Henri AmoM and MUca Aigirion 


Unsciamble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 
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Nobody aver thought 
olthisptotbetora 



THI5 CAN MAKE 
A WRITER HAPPy. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here : A 


Y ^ '’^"N 

'w ^ k A. A. A 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BULGY SANDY HANGAR ZINNIA 
Answer How the late trains left the commuters — 
•RAILING' 


Peanuts 


I MEAN, it's the SORT 
OF THIN6 THAT MAKES 'TOU 
WONDER, DOESN'T IT? 

7 — 




Andy Capp 


niNnIftiMW M*'K nCANHOLDAW , 
w>Rc«s<Mic*nix 1 OWNrANDyi DON'T 



Mutt’n’ Jeff 
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1 REMEMBER? I AS^ 
V^TOLENDME»0 
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HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, 
AUGCST 31, 1995 

By Thomas & Pierson. Astrolo- 
ger, Carnoff RxintJation 

ARIES: (M^ 21 to April 19) 
lo the morning fiod a bmr way 
of using your practical talents so 
that you can increase your in- 
come foen later tomght rest up. 

TAU^: (April 20 to May 20) 
TTiis is a good mor pini g for com- 
ii^ to a better uBdmtanding 
with a fdlow associate \jy bavins 
a wise discussion. 

GEMINI: (May 2l to June 21)‘ 
You can cement better relations 
with a partner if you take a firm 
stand and do not to feDow 
associates. 

MOON CBIUHtEN: (June 22 to 
July 21) By talking to an expert 
you can jeam about extra be- 
nefits which can come to you 
today. Be kind. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Find 
new gadgets whiefa can make 
living at home less tiring and 
more diarming. Then toni^t get 
out for the pleasure you like. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Do whatever is necessary 
to improve your state of heddi 
‘this morning. Then plan amuse- 
ments for tonight very wisely. 

UBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Set up appointments ear- 
ly this mqnung with Aose you 
like for this evening, but g|f 
be very careful in handling some 
money matter of hnportanoe. 

SCORPIO: (October 23. to 
November 21) You can gain the 
aid of good friends this morning, 
bnt forget your worries later 
tonight and make big headway. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Have a seaet 
talk with a bigwig and garner the 
infonnatioQ you lequire for a 
new project today for greater 
success. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Januare 20) Get together with 
good mends in going after new 
interests mday and you succeed 
very quickly in a new asrign- 
ment 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study how you can 
gain greater prestige this morn- 
ing, and then take the right oeps 
in that direction. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mardi 
.20) Talking over financial affairs 
with your loved ones is wise this 
momitig, but later toni ght avoid 
some group. 

Biitfistone of August: Peri- 
db|; — Golden Quartz 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, 
SEPTEMBER 1, 1995 

By TTmmas & Pierson, Astrolo- 
^r. Carnal Righter Foundation 

AJUES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Early you should schedule your 
assi^unent load, and then cany 
tbroi^ with it without deviat- 
ing. Find scHne new method for 
increaring your vitality. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Find new ways of getting your 
talents working more efmently. 
but later be more economica] lo 
all of your activities today. 


GEMINL (May 21 to June 21) 
Eariy get some important matter 
haiuued at home and later show 
poise in baiKllmg tasks in the 
outside world. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Communicate with 
others tUs morning and be cer- 
tain your manner unth partners is . 
gentle and kind. Mudi care must 
be exercised in driving or walk- 
ing. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Early handling of finandai affairs 
is wise and luer do not take on 
any more obligations than you 
can handle eaSy. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Get started on your 
personal [rians early this mor^g 
since lat^ today conditions are 
apt to be difficult. Postpone any 
appointments until later. 

UBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Plan today widely and 
carry tiirough tbougb yorr may 
encounter distractions this even- 
ly. Handle tbe tasks wfajcb will 
gjve you more free time. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Locric to a gocxl 
friend for tbe assistance you need 
this morning since you find ac- 
quaintances are not rdiable. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Get outside 
tasks handled this morning, and 
don't upset later if a higher- 
iq> upbraids yon without cause or 
reason. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You get an idea 
eariy today but latw you see the 
flaws in it, so put it aside for a 
while an^ pick it up another day 
When there are more benefits. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
Februara I9) Try to frfease your 
mate this morniiig, and then 
handle your duties efficiently and 
conscientiously so there is great 
progress. 

FISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Have long talks today with a 
partner so that the rdatiooship 1$ 
upgraded and tbm trill be gra- 
ter benefits for you tomonow. 

Birthstone of September; 
Sapphire — Laps Lazuli 
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Officials order suspension of Japan’s largest credit union 
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Value of 
new shares 
at AFM*s 
primary 
market 
total 

JD 198.9m 

★* THE TOTAL value of 
;iew shares issued at the 
primary market of the Am- 
man Financial Market 
(AFM) during the first seven 
n^onths of this year reached 
JD 198.9 million, lO.S per 
cent higher than the JD 179.S 
million recorded during the 
same period of last year. New 
companies account^ for 82.S 
per cent of the total value, or 
JD 164.2 million while the 
value of new issues by estab- 
lished companies amounted 
to JP 24.7 million (AI 
Aswaq). 

★ * THE - COUNCIL of 
Ministers authorised the 
Telecommunications Cor- 
poration to issue S50 million 
of bonds to be presented by 
two foreign banks and having 
the guarantee of the World 
Bank. The funds will partially 
finance the cost of the nation- 
al telecommunications prog- 
ramme and the settlement of 
the bonds will be made in one 
payment in the year 2 <xi 2 . 
The Cabinet also approved 
classifying 29 projects, with 
investments totalling JD 145 
million and providing 2,969 
employment opportunities, 
as "certified economic pro- 
jects" and five projects, with 
JD 2.S million in investments 
and providing 200 employ- 
ment- oppoitunifies, as only 
"economic projects," Other 
Cabinet decisions included 
(he approval of buying 
200,000 tonnes of barley from 
Syria, allowing the civil and 
military consumer corpora- 
tions to sell school copybooks 
to all citizens and appointing 
Naser Madadhah as direaor 

? meral of the Government 
enders Directorate replac- 
ing George Haddad who was 
pensioned (Al Ra'i). 

ACCORDING TO the 
monthly statistical report 
issued the Directorate of 
Companies at the hCnistry of 
Industry and Trade, a total of 
39S companies, with an over- 
all capi^ of JD 17.35 mil- 
lion, were registered during 
last month compared to 377 
companies with a capital of 
JD 19.1 million, registered 
during the same month of last 
year (Al Dustour). 

*■ 6 - THE FREE Zones Cor- 
poration is offering for rent 
some plots of land to be used 
for setting up industrial pro- 
jects on £em. The plots are 
in the new industrial area at 
the Zarqa free zone which 
has complete infrastructure 
services. Interested investors 
should apply within the com- 
ing 10 days' (Al Ra'i). 

! 

# ** THE INDUSTRIAL 
Development Bank granted 
37 loans amounting to JD 7.3 
million in the second quarter 
of this year. Industrial loans 
were spread over 24 borrow- 
ers with the chemical sector 
getting four credits for JD 1.5 
million and the equipment 
metal fixtures sector get- 
ting five credits for another 
JD 1.5 million. Plastic indus- 
tries benefited from four 
loans amounting to JD 0.9 
million while Uw remaining 
JD 1.3 million were lent to 
other food, textile and non- 
metal industries. In the tour- 
ism sector, eight projccLs 
were given a total of JD 1.8 
million. The ser\ice sector 
benefited from five loans 
amounting to JD 145,000. As 
such, the bank's operations 
during the first six months of 
this year translate into a total 
of 67 loans for JD 10.6 mil- 
lion compared to 68 loans for 
JD 15.4 million during the 
first half of last year. In an 
another activity the bank dis- 
JbRed JD 198,300 credits to 
^ handicTaft establishment 
U during the first half of 1995 
^ compared to JD 986,625 to 
133 establishment in the first 
half of 1994. The sharp drop 
Was attributed to reorganisa- 
tional.procedures in the area 
Ot ^handicraft lending (Al 
K 8 f)« 


TOKYO (AP) — Just three 
days after the government 
announced a plan to dissolve 
a finandally troubled Tol^o 
credit union, officials 
Wednesday ordered the sus- 
pension of another one, (he 
nation's largest. 

Separately, the govern- 
ment announced a radical 
reorganisation of Hyogo 
Bank, a troubled institution 
based in Kobe in western 
Japan. 

The news of the reorga- 
msation and of the suspen- 
sion of Osaka’s Kizu Credit 
Union because of massive 
bad debts raised questions 
ooct again about the healtii 


of Japan's debt-laden bank- 
ing indus^. 

But Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemora told re- 
porters that fnxther bank hu- 
inres were unlikely. 

*T smnd here today with 
the feeling that with tms, the 
worst is Mhind us," he said. 

The governor of Osaka, 
which has jurisdiction over 
Kizu, ordered the su^>en 9 on 
of the credit union's opera- 
tions. It has unrecoverable 
non-perfMmmg loans of as 
much as 600 bfflion yen ($ 6.1 
trillion), against deposits of a 
tittle more than one trillion 
yen ($10 bfllion), news re- 
ports said. 


"The sitaatioD at the smal- 
ler financial institution level 
is becoming more critical," 
says James Horillo, a bank- 
ing analyst at Baring Secur- 
ities (Japan) Ltd. 

"Tte pos^biiity that this 
could le^ to a domino effect 
cannot be overlooked,^ he 
said. 

Analysts said the chances 
of a finaodal collapse were 
very smaO. But Jim McGin- 
nis, a senior analyst whb 
Schroder Securities (Japan) 
Ltd., cautioned chat people 
might withdraw funds from 
other credit unions in re- 
sponse to Kizu’s failure. 

Japanese banks hold at 


least 40 trillion yen (S^ 
biltion) In non-performing 
loans, according to finance 
ministry offidab. 

Many of those loans were 
extended during Japan’s 
"bubble economy" in ti)e late 
1980s, when easy money led 
to massive specniation in 
stocks and rem estate. But 
property prices coU^jsed af- 
ter the biusting of the econo- 
mic bubble in the early 1990s. 

Government offid^ deny 
that Japan's financial system 
is in danger of collapse but 
say drastic steps are needed 
over the next five years to 
restore health to the banUng 
sector. 


Time Warner in mega-bid 
for Turner Broadcasting 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Time 
Warner Inc. and Turner 
Broadcasting System Inc. 
(TBS) Wednesday said they 
were holding merger talks in 
a potential that would 
create the world’s biggest 
media and entertainment 
group. 

Eariier media reports had 
said Time Warner was offer- 
ing some $8.5 billion for 
TBS, which includes Cable 
News Network. 

"Discussions concern an 
exdiange of Time Warner 
stock for Turner Broadcast- 
ing stock, following which 
Turner Broadcasting System 
would become a wholly- 
owned subsictiaiy of Tune 
Warner Inc," tiie companies 
said in a statement. . 

"Significant issues remain 
to be negotiated and tiiere 
can be no assurance that 
agreement vriU be readied or 


a transaction consummated," 
they added. 

The. New York 71m« and 
Wall Street Journal said Tur- 
ner Broadcasting founder 
Ted Turner was examining 
the deal, which would leave 
him at the helm of a new unit 
of the media giant. 

If the deal were accepted, 
it would create a media- 
entertainment colossus with 
revenues approaching $19 
billion, surpassing the com- 
bined turnover of Walt 
ney Company and Capital 
Gties, which have agreed to 
a merger. 

News of the offer surprised 
markets here, as earlier 
mmouis had suggested Tune 
Warner was rather looking to 
selling back to Turner Broad- 
casting System its 18 per cent 
stake in the company. 

According to the terms of 
the proposed merger. Time 


Warner would purchase the 
81 per cent of Turner h does 
not already own by issuing 
189 million new shares. Tur- 
ner shareholders would re- 
ceive seven-tenths to eight- 
tenths of one share in Time 
Warner in return for each 
Turner share. 

The Atlanta, Georgia- 
based Turner would beoime 
a subsidiary of Time Warner, 
with Ted Turner becoming 
vice chairman of Time War- 
ner and Tunier Broadcasting 
reoeiring two seats on Tune 
Warner's board, the reports 
said. 

The New York Post and 
USA Today abo reported 
negotiations on the deal and 
said Time Warner diairman 
Gerald Levin would head the 
combined company. 

One potential stumbling 
block in the deal, according 
to the Times, is Tele- 


communications Inc., the 
largest cable systems oper- 
ator in - the United States, 
which owns 21 per cent of 
Turner shares, ^ving it the 
power to veto the £al. 

The proposed merger 
wold be the third major deal 
in the media business this 
year, suip^ng Walt Dis- 
ney's $19 billion deal to buy 
Capital Cities/ABC Inc. anri 
dwarfing Westingtmase Ele^ 
trie Corp. SS.4 bullion bid for 
CBS Inc. , 

The merger would im- 
mediately bring the new com- 
pany into a leading role in 
Hollywood, with Warner 
Brothers and Turner's New 
Line Dnema and Castle 
Rock Entertainment com- 
bined under one roof. 

Turner Broadcasting also 
operates the Cable News 
Network, Headline News and 
TBS SupeiStation. 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — 

Following are 

the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currenae& and gold against the 

dollar at midsession on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets Wednesday. 


One U.S. dollar 

I.340S/18 

Canadian dollar 


1.475&^ 

Deutschemarks 


1.6540/50 

Dutch guilders 


1.2142/52 

Swiss francs 


30.34/38 

Belgian francs 


5.0730«0 

French francs 


1629:4.‘0-.4 

Italian lire 

i 

98.76/86 

Japanese yen 


7.324a'40 

Swedish crowns 


6.4500/50 

Norwegian crowns 


5.7240/90 

Danish crowns 

One Sterling 

Sl.5448/58 


One ounce 0 ? gold 

S381.90/382.30 



Bank of Jap^ Governor 
Yasuo Matsu^ita said the 
central bank will liquidate 
Hyogo Bank, a leading re- 
^onal bank, and set up a new 
mstitution to absorb its op- 
erations. 

The central bank will pro- 
vide funds for the new institu- 
tion to dispose of the non- 
performing loans, he said. 

On Monday, the finance 
ministry and the Bank of 
Japan announced detaOs of a 
plw to dissolve Cosmo Cre- 
dit Cop., the big^st credit 
union in Tokyo and the fifth 
lareest in Japan. 

Cosmo suspended opera- 
tions Aug. 1 after depositors 
rushed to withdraw their 


funds following repo^ that it 
bad some 235 billion yen 
($2.4 billion) in bad loans, 
mostly in re^ estate. 

Finance Minister Take- 
mura said the government's 
' in deafing with the 
istinitions was to pro- 
tect depositors and maintain 
the stability of the financial 
^stem. 

Mr. Takemura emphasised 
that a oiinu^ advis^ panel 
is conadeiing ways to deal 
with the bad debts held by 
banks. That puel is expected 
to issue a p^mioary report 
late next month. 

Credit unions in Japan are 
smaller^scale institutions than 
banks and are overseen by 


local governments rather 
than the central government. 

Long lines of people 
waited outside Kizu brandies 
after news of the credit un- 
ion's' troubles surfaced^ 
Wednesday afternoon. Nfost 
deporitors will be able to 
withdraw their money despite 
suspension of other opm- 
tions, offidaJs said. 

Last week, Moody's, an 
American cr^t-rating firm, 
put many Japanese banks in 
the bottom two categories in 
hs rankings of banks as inde- 
pendent institutions — witii- 
out regard for their links with 
' other institutions or the tradi- 
tional safety net provided by 
tike finance mmistTy. 
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22S.250 224. ODO 

4.500 

4.510 

2.470 

2.500 

S.VOQ 

5.710 

2.790 

2. BOO 

1.100 

I.IOQ 

3.720 

3.7.50 

4.110 

4.130 

4.060 

4.060 

.920 

.950 

1.540 

1.540 


309238 


2883 

8350 

1410 

12S43 


14359 
. 813 
35797 
2908 
30894 
22667 


INDEX mnaSR: 183.66 
CRANGB i -0.281 

3.650 2.620 ^ 

3.0S0 3.000 

7.820 2.830 


ZNOBZ numbers 135.41 
CHANCE : -0.241 


1.610 

2.730 

2.070 

2.130 

3.210 

1.33G 


1.610 

2.710 

2.060 

2.200 

3.190 

1.330 


87484 INDEX NUMBERS 124.46 
‘change s +0.021 


61044 

3.650 

3.700 

1680 

3.000 

3.000 

2682 

9.450 

9.470 

2400 

3.3SD 

3.200 

7860 

7.600 ' 

7.550 

42835 

5.000 

.5.010 

900 

2.250 

2.250 

4249S 

7.440 

7.340 

982S 

5.500 

5.500 

5534 

.470 

.470 

1373 

1.3BQ 

1.380 

5200 

1.010 

1.000 

1415 

2.000 

2.000 

451 

4.600 

4.510 

1008 

1.550 

1.600 

1070 

2.120 

2.140 

4480 

3.200 

3.200 

10738 

. 1.980 

2.000 

17826 

I..660 

9.640 

104S3 

1.310 

1.340. 


231166 


INDEX NOKBSR; 12(^.19. 

CHANGE- I 40>, Si* 


— .■i. u I i n ii uM i —EfB g rta i 

!IO, OF TRAfiBO SHARES XM> PARALLSL KARXET * 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALUCL MARKET t 


640423 INDEX HUMHERs 164.99 
CHANCK I -0.07i( 

96388 

69402 



FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

In Shmelsani, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, ground fioor, 
280 sq.m.. 

Other apartments and 
villas furnished / 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 

AbdounR^I Estate. 

TeL 810605.810609.610520 
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MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant I 

The Best Cooidng, 

Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Ammah| 
Deir Ghbar - Arrwi^ui\ 
Embassy Str. near Bayturi^ 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon • 300 

600 - 11O0 MIL ; 
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King Abdullah Gardens 

TeL 699420 ^ 
816499 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished 

o 

ccand Unfurnished ic 

o o 

^Viflas apartments Li- 
gand office Space g 
£c V ir 

^To Suitall Budgets ^ 

681113 688816 
For Rent -For Rent 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


Chie and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 
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U.S. Open 


Agassi and Graf win, Tarango trounced 


NEW YORK fR) - Top 
Meds Andre Agassi and Stef- 
fi Graf- were both winners 
Tuesday at the U.S. Open 
tennis championships, but 
they offered contrasting 
slants on the old confidence 
game at 1995's last Grand 
Slam. 

Agassi, who began a 
meteoric rise to the top of the 
rankings after winning the 
Open last year as an un- 
seeded player, showed he is 
still riding high by trouncing 
hard-serving Bryan Shelton 
^2. 6-2. 6-2 in a mere 81 
minutes on the stadium 
court. 

“L am executing with total 
confidence." said Agassi. "I 
would have to say that at this 
stage. I am playing my best 
tennis ever on ha^ court." 

Agassi was ranked 20th en- 
tering last year's tournament 
as he battled back from wrist 
surgery and made the adjust- 
ment to his new coach. Brad 
Gilbert. 

Since then, the flamboyant 
American has posted an awe- 
some 88-10 match record.,in- 
eluding 20 wins in a row. 

"To be back out where it 
all started for me. it was a 
great feeling." said world 
number one Agassi, who is 
unbeaten on hard courts this 
summer with four tourna- 
ment titles to his credit. 

Graf, the French and 
Wimbledon champion who 
has lost only once this year, 
avenged her lone 199S defeat 


by beating South African 
Amanda Coe^r, but the 6-7 
6-1 6-3 see-saiw victory was a 
struggle. 

The German admitted that 
personal distractions and her 
ailing back had affected her 
performance. 

"I haven't been able to 
practice that much because of 
my back." said Graf, who 
took two hours and IS mi- 
nutes to beat the pesky oppo- 
nent who mined her perfect 
32-0 record this year with a 
first-round win earlier this 
mointh in Toronto. 

**I definitely lack, confi- 
dence." 

Already burdened by the 
highly-publicised tax evasion 
scandal that has landed her 
father in Jail. Graf admitted 
she has also been bothered by 
reporters staking out her 
apartment in the ^ho district 
of Manhattan following a re- 
port she was being stalked, by 
a middle-aged woman. 

“Obviously, at certain 
times I have difficult concen- 
trating out there." lamented 
Graf. 

In even worse share was 
the tormented Jeff Tarango. 
who sleep-walked his way to 
a 6-0. 6-4. 7-5 first-round 
defeat to seventh-seeded 
Russian Yevgny Kafelnikov. 

Tarango. who was fined 
more than S60.000 stemming 
from his infamous Wimble- 
don tirade against an umpire 
and subsequent walk-out. 
said he was so disturbed by 


the punishments following 
that incident he was consider- 
ing quitting the circuit. 

"I am taking two sleeping 
pills eve^ night and 1 still am 
not getting any sleep, so I 
don't know what to do." 
Tarango said after fizzling in 
his 85-minute grandstand 
court match. 

"I go to the chiropractor 
three times a week and he 
says I am so stressed out. he 
•can't even turn my neck." 

Tarango said he was "a 
victim, used and abused." 
and could not go on playing 
with that kind of mental atti- 
tude. 

“I love tennis, so maybe I 
will play in my backyard. I 
know (Jim) Courier and Pete 
(Sampras) and Patrick 
(McEnroe) and all my fiiends 
will come and play with me in 
my backyard." 

Among those still playing 
their trade at the National 
tennis centre were second- 
seeded \^^mbledo^ champion 
Pete Sampras, who nearly 
matched Agassi in efficiency 
by smashing Fernando 
Meligeni of Brazil 6-0 6-3 ^1. 

Others joining Sampdrs 
and Ag^i into the second 
round included 13th seed 
Marc Rosset of Switzerland, 
a 6-7 6-3 6-1 6-0 winner over 
Italian Andrea Gaudenzi 
1993 Open runnerup Cedric 
Pioline of France, who but 
Dutchman Sjeng &halken 6- 
4 7-5 6-1, and Swiss veteran 
Jakob Hlasek. a 6-3 4-6 6-4 


6-2 victor over Germany's 
. Alexander Mronz. 

Iva Majoli. the 13th seed 
from Croatia, beoime the 
first women's seed to 
losing to Austrian Barbara 
Paulus 6-1 6*1 to may an 
otherwise orderly procession 
inot the second round. 

Seeds advancing included 
Czcdi Jana Novotna, seeded 
fifth. Kimiko Date on Japan 
(7), American Lindsay 
Davenport (10), Germany’s 
Anke Huber (11), Natasha 
Zvereva of Bclanis (12). 
American Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez (14) and Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy of the Netherlands 
(Id). 

U.S. Open notebook 

_ No. 1-ranked Andn Agas- 
si doesn't agree with former 
No. 1 John McEnroe that a 
great rivalry must thrive on 
and off the court. 

Agassi and No. 2~ranked 
Pete Sampras have had tense 
duels across the net, but away 
from tennis they enjoy a good 
friendship. 

When Sampras turned 24 
this month- during the ATP 
Championships in Cincinnati, 
the two players and their 
entourages celebrated 
toother. 

“I think John is the kind of 
that likes a lot of tension 
in a lot of relationships in his 
life.." Agassi said. "I'm jusst 
not quite sure be is easy with 
anything being easy. He nev- 


Top seed Andre Agassi of the United Slates returns a shot 
from American Bryan Shelton during action on Tuesday at 


the 1st round of the U.S. Open in New York, i^assf wm the 
match 6-2, 6-2, 6-2. (Renters photo) 


er stay^ in the same hotel 
with Jimmy Connors and 
there is a mwnside to that, 
too. It is unfortunate because 
I Just think it reflects poorly 
on what this game is about " 
. Agassi has bis own opinion 
on ^at makes a great tennis 
rivalry. 

"The only thing that re- 
Oeets a top-level rivalry or 
not is how often you play and 
is there the contrast in 
styles," Agassi said. "A con- 
trast hi games, contrasr in 
personaiities, and are they 
enjoyable matches. “ 
ik Why bothen Monica Seles 
already has received a special 
wild card into the season- 
ending WTA Tour chain- 
pionsnip at Madison Square 
Garden in November., 

The question is whether 
she will need the special con- 
sideration. 

■ Seles, who has earned 470 
points ibr winning the Cana- 
dian Open two weeks ago, 
oiuld earn enough points in 
three months to qualify tor 
the championships without 
speaal dispensation. In the 
past, a player who amasses 
approximately 2.400 points 
has made it into the 16-player 
draw. 

if Seles wins the U.S. 
<^n. she would earn 900 
points. A three-time winner 
of the year-ending cham- 
pionships (1990-92). Seles 
could earn 630 points as a 
U.S. Open singles runner-up 
and 400 points for a semifrnajf 
showing. 

ik Doing business: A survey 
of 275 fans attending opening 
day of die U.S. O^n Mon- 
day found that half of the 
spectators will list their tennis 
tickets as a business expense. 

The survey, done by quick- 
en expensable survey, found 
that 52 per cent of the people 
questioned will file. their ten- 
nis tickets as a business ex- 
pense, 29 per cent personally 
paid for their tickets and 18 
per cent were attending the 
Open as a giiest. 
ik No luck Gaadeati: Italy's 
Andrea Gaudenzi is ranked 
No. 20'in the world, but has 
never won an ATPTourtitle. 

That won't change -at this 
.year's CA&.'Open. 
lost &7 (3-7), 6-3, 6-1:^64)90 
No. 13 Maic Rosset in the 
first round Tuesday. 

Gaudenzi has been in three 
career finals • in 1994 in 
Stuttgart. Germany, and in 
1995 in San Marino and 
Dubai. 

Last year, Gaudenzi upset 
Jun Courier en route to the 
U.S. Open third round. 

Ik Toot booth: the WTA 
Tour may be without a spon- 
sor, hut fr has a new /an 
booth at the U.S. Open. 

Fans are treated to auto- 
graphs by players. They can ‘ 
also enter daily draws for 
WTA tour T-shirts, vote in 
awafd ff>r the most exdtinug 
player, attempt to win tickets 
to the season-ending 
Tour Championships, view a 
f^oto disf^y and pick up, 
literature on the 19^ Tour. 


Amanda Coeizer, fttan South Africa, follows 
through on a serve to-opponent SteOi (Sraf 
during their 1st ronnd U.S. Open match in 


New Yorit on Tuesday. Graf defeated Coetzer 
6-7, 6-1, 6-4 (Reuters photo) 


Date leads rise by Asian women 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Kimiko Date leads 
Asia's rising women's tennis stars here at the 
U.S. Open, with the seventh seed from Japan 
confident she can compete with favourites 
Monica Seles and Steffi Graf. 

‘Tm putting all my focus on the second 
week," Date said. "Pm pretty sure I won>'t get 
any easy matches. That’s -the big difference 
bhiween me and Monica or Steffi Gnff." 
u Tougher tests early might give Date an (edge 
on those top seeds. Date played well in 
beating Germany's Silke Meier 2-6. 6-2, 
in a f^-round match Tuesday. 

^’'pie fiisi set 1 was concentrating very well 
and in the second set 1 had a little lapse, said 
Date, who next faces American Lisa 
Raymond. 

'Tm really satisfied vrith my position. This 
year I’m ve^ pleased with my results. But I 
can’t be too satisfied. I want to improve my 
position." 

Date has taken time for such enjoyable 
tasks as filming a Japanese televjsipn commer- 
dal for the Nation^ Basketball Association. 
But her busy schedule has taken a toll. C^te 
rested for most of the past two months in 
Europe. 

"I was physically and mentally tired and 
had to rest," Date said. "Now my h^th is 
good, body and mind. I am gradually getting 
my pace bade." 

Six of eight Japanese women advanced to 
the second round of the S9.86 million Grand 
Slam event, the highest total of any nation 


except the host United States. 

JoiniM Date in the second round were 
Mana !^do, Yone Kamio, Ai Sugiyama, 
NaokoSawamatsu and Naoko Kijimuta. Other 
top Asians were ousted Tuesday, including 
Indonesia's Yayuk Basuki, Sou^ Korea’s 
Park Sung Hee and Min Tang. Hong Kong's 
first U.S.Open player. 


several fai^rs. incluaing .thfei r oppSrnini^ to 
e by playing ea» other and the be- 


im 
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Dato efi^ts success for A^ian 
veraJ fac 

iDTOve b_ , ^ 

mts of having "older players serve as 
pioneers in world travel. 

"Players who are a little older played 
around the world. That gave u$ a chance to go 
around the world without as much trouble," 
she said. "That is the basis for the players who 
are doing well In ibis generation." 

Haring men match the women's success will 
be more difficult until more Asian men are 
able to play consistently at the world level. 
Date said. 

‘The gap is really big in the men's and 
women's level,” she said. "It's hard to say 
how Jong.it will take. Some of the men can’t 
even get into the main draws. Once they do 
that, it will be very soon when they are 
playing at a hi^er level.” 

Date, who turns 25 in September, plans to . 
play in only two more events this year — the 
S430,(X)0 Nichirei tournament in Tokyo in 
September and the S2 million WTA Cham- 
pionships here in November. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Hao makes China’s first overseas move 

BEIJING (AFP) — Hao Haidong was sec to become the 
first Chinese placer to join a top overseas club by signing 
for Uruguayan side Penarol. The Chinese Football Asso- 
ciation confirmed on Wednesday it had agreed a transfer 
request by Penarol. '‘Hao is a member of Army side and 
it's now a matter for the two clubs," said the official who 
refused to reveal the transfer fee. Penarol spotted Hao on 
their recent Chinese tour when they drew 0-0 and then lost 
3-2 to the Chinese national side last week when the 
midfielder opened the score. "This player was the revela- 
tion of our tour." a Penarol official told the Sports Daily. 

Futre faces arrest 

LISBON (AFP) — Portuguese football star Paulo Futre 
could be arrested as a deserter when he returns from Italy 
where he plays for AC Milan. Jornal de Noticias de Porto 
said on Wednesday Futre had 30 days to sort out his 

S fsirion after failing to report to an annv recniitingpost. 

e has postponed doing his national service since 198/ and 
the army said no more allowances could be made. 

NHL approves rule change 

DENVER ( AP) — *nie National Hockey League went on 
the offensive Tuesday in an attempt to keep games from' 
being togged down by clutching and gabbing. The 
League’s 26 general managers unanimously approved a 
rule change intended ot crac|t down on obstnicnon, which 
has become a seldom-called defensive tactic used to slow 
down an offensive player. The obstruction comminee — 
comprised of senior NHL offidals, general managers. 


coaches and referees — added a "note” to rule 62(a), 
which deals witii playen who imeifere with a non-puck 
carrier. While not intended to reduce "legal body contact," 
the amendment calls for "stria enforcement" of a minor 
penalty for players who restrain an opponent who do^ not 
have possession of the puck. 

Platt to undergo knee surgery 

LONDON (R) — England captain David Hatt is to 
underto surety on Thursday to repair a torn caitil^ in 
his ri^t knee. Platt will miss England's ffiendly interna- 
tional against Colombia at Wemmey next Wednes^y as 
well as a minimum of two Premier League ^mes for 
Arsenal. Aisenal manager Bruce Riodi revealed ^an's 
injury after the midfielder scored a sensational goal in the 
1-1 league draw agmnst Nottingham Forest at Highbury on 
Tuesday "He did it in trainin| the day before we played 
Inter Milan in a pre-season friendly three weeks ago and 
now we are going to lose him for two games at least 
although the doaors say he ooukf be back in training inside 
10 days," said Rioefa. 

Prost to make test comeback Thursday 

LONDON (R) — Four times world champion Alain Prost, 
is set to make his return to Formula One action in a test' 
session for McLaren at SUverstone on Thursday, a team 
spokesperson confirmed on Tuesday. "It be a comi ^ 
run, not a full perfonnaiice test." team spokesperson 
Jocelyne Bia said. Frost's first fiiU test is not e xp e c ted to 
take place with the team until after the Italian Grand Prix 
at Monza on Sept. 10. 


Bubka to leave Berlin 

BERLIN (A^) — World champion pole vaulter Sergey 
Bubka is leaving Berlin in September to set up borne in 
Monte Carlo, German athleucs official Rudi Thiel said 
here on Tuesday. Thiel added finding sponsors in Berlin 
had been difficitit so the Ukrainian's finmily, brother and 
coach were ending their three-year stay in the capital. 

Former Swedish ski chief dies 

. STOCKHOLM (AFP) — Bjorn Kjellstrom, whose deci- 
sion to clear Jean-Oaude lUly of breaking the amateur 
rules allowed tiie French skiiing hero to keep his three 
Olympte gold medals in 1968, died on Tuesday. Kjrilstrom 
was president of tbe Swedish Ski federation from 1^ to 
1952 and vioe^nesideDt of the International SIti Federation 
from 1951 to 1979. He was 84. Kiellstiom was chairman of 
the FIS eli^ility committee in 1968 when Killy was 
accused of being paid. 

Teams may be allowed 3 cars’ 

LONDON (R) — Fonnula One's leading Crand-Prix 
radi^ teams may be allowed to enter three cars instead of 
two in the 1996 World Championship, Bemie Ecclestone 
said to Tuesday. Eccle$tonej}resident of the Formula One 
Constructors' Association (FQCA) and vice-president of 
the ruling body, tbe International Motoring Federation 
(FIA), said rule eban^ to allow for three cars instead of 
two were being considered. "I think it is a good idea and it 
looks as if it will happen. It is being talked about and it 
could be decided after tbe Italian Grand Wx at Monza (on 
Sep. 10).” This season, there are only 12 teams with two 
cars in the World Champioosbip. 


Moenchengladbach lead, 
Dortmund lose to Rostock 


BONN (AFP) — Borussia 
Moenchengladbach took 
provisional pole po^on in 
tbe German championship 
on Tuesday, despite visi- 
tors Leverkusen ending 
their 100 per cent rec^ 
with a goalless ^w. 

Champions Dortmund, 
surely a fading force on 
early results, choked at 
Hamburg side Hansa Ros- 
tock to la a two-goal lead 
slip and lose 3-2. 

lYomotcd Rostock were 
suppo^ to be odds-on for 
readmittance to dhtisioa 
two, but no one told coa^ 
Frank Pagelsdorf or his 
players. 

Ruben Sosa scored twice 
in tbe first half to confirm 
Ottmar IStzfi^'s impMc- 
able judgement in bringmg 
the Uruguayan internation- 
al striker to Dortmund 
from Inter Milan. 

. Stefan Beinlich pulled 
one back for Rostock on 
file stroke of half-time, Po- 
lud’s Slawomir Chaslas- 
kiewitz equalised with 


seven minutes to go, and, 
agonisingly fo'r Dortmund, 
Martin Groth hh an 89th 
minute winner for fou^ 
spot. 

With two weeks to go 
before their first Cham- ' 
piODS League match, 
Borussia have yet to win in 
three Bondesliga matches 
and are out of the top 10. 

Werder Bremen, 1992/93 
dianmons, won their first 
match thanks to Marco 
Bode’s 57th minute effort 
but Sankt Pauli’s 100 per 
emt record took a nwedi ve 
with a 2-1 home loss to 
Kaiserslantero. 

Rampant Czech Pavel 
Kuka was twice on target 
for Kaiserslautern in me 
first half, though Pauli’s 
Russian Youri Sarichev r^ 
duced the deficit. 

Austria’s. /mton Polster 
hit ^o go^ for Cologne in 
fiieir 3-2 win over Hamburg' 
in a battle between two 
clubs who have faded 
markedly since the earlv 
80’s. ^ 



Cinema tcl: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

JIM CARREY & .ANfY Y.^ZBK 

THE MASK 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15, 6:30, 10-.30 


(JiNKMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

Adel Imam 6c Yusra 

Birds of the 
Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:15. S, 6*45, 830. 10:30 


CINBMA 


TEL: 677420 


CONCORD 

CONCORD ”1” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 
Birds of the Darkness 
(Arabic) 

Shows; 12db. 3:30, eOO, &15. 10:45 

CONCORD "2” 

SPECIALIST 

Shows: 3:30, 5:30. 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

MUSA HUAZIN 
“Suraaa'" 

IN 

Hr Citizen 

daily at 8,30 pm 
written &sdirect^ by 
Mohammed Shawaqfeh 


Nabfl ArMashini Theatre 

TEL: 67557 X 

Presents 

kabaret 

Abeer fesa 
Ghassan 

with Amer khamash. Khalil 
Jahmani. Mohammad Husseinl 
and Issam Al Hanbali 
The theatre closes on Monday 
Performances start at 8:30 •" .n. 


P^bil&Hishaih's 1^625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

presents . 

(Ahian Tatbee’) 
Welcome 
Normalisation 

Shows start at 8:30 p.m- 
For reservation please f-ali 
tel. 625 1 55' Amman 
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V World University Games 

y!^ericans lead in medals race 


FIMOKA (AP) — two 
Americans nearly tied for 
fiist in the men’s 200-metre 
sprint' Wednesday, keeping 
(he i^ited States barely 
ahe^of Japan in the overall 
World University Games 
gold medals race. 

^ Host Japan finished 1-2 in 
women's singles tennis for its 
only gold Wednesday as vic- 
(ories in the day's 10 events 
were spread among nine na- 
tions. 

Only the Russians were 
double gold medal winners, 
with triumphs in the triple 
jump- and men’s epee fenc- 
mg. 

The Americans ended the 
day l^ing Japan 19-18 in 
golds and 56 to 52 in total 
medals. .. 

Qiina, with one gold in 
track Wednesday, had 10. 
Russia- and Korea, which 
<>finisbed 1-2 in men's singles 
* tenni^ each had ninfi. 

Soiitb Africa, Australia 
and Belgium also won track 
golds, while Taiwan trium- 
ph in mixed doubles ten- 
nis. 

In the men's 200 metres, 
Anthnan Maybank edged feU 
low American David Dopek, 
20.46 seconds to 20.47. 

Qiina’s Du Xiujie won the 
women's 200 in 22.53, with 
Russia’s Oxana Diatchenko 
second in 22.89. 

TNvp of Wednesday’s win- 
ners bad just come from 
track’s world championships. 

South Africa’s Hezekiel 
Sepeng, who said he missed 
the championships' final by 
relaxing too much at the end 
of his run, won the men’s 800 
in me minute, 47.87 secontb, 
just ah^d of the 1:48.06 of 
Spain’s Andres Diaz. 

**Here my plan was to go 
second for most of the race 
and go ahead in the last 50 
metres,” he added. “I didn't 
expect sudi a hard finish but 
the last 100 metres felt 
go^.” 

Australia’s Jane Jamieson, 
who was 14th in the World 
Championships, clmmed the 
title of top all-around woman 
athlete at these games by 
twinning the heptaUilon. 

She f»\ed up 6,123 p<»nts in 
the seven events. Germany's 
IVfona Steigauf was second 
with 6,102 and Russia's Irina 
Tioukhai third with 5.9^. 

Jamieson pulled ahead of 


the field after the javelin 
throw, the sixth event, and 
then clinched the gold in the 
concluding SOO-metre run. 

'T had a really bad long 
jump and 1 knew I had to 
have a personal best in the 
800. I did — by about a 
second," said. 

In the men’s 110-metre 
hurdles, Belgium's Lulangu 
Nsenga was .08 second faster 
that American Brian Amos, 
winning the hurdles in 13.S1. 
Poland’s Krmztof was third 
in 13.66. 

Russia's Andrei Kourennoi 
won the triple jump with a 
leap of 17.30 metres. Arme- 
nia’s Armen Martirossian 
went 16.82 and American 
Lamark Carter of Northwest 
Louisiana was third with 
16.62. 

In the all-Japanese 
women’s singles tennis final, 
12th seed Kaoni Shibata 
scored a 6-2, 6-2 victo^ over 
No. 2 seed Rika Hiraki, worn 
out fiom her doubles victory 
the previous day. 

The second se^ edged the 
first seed when Yoon Yong- 
n, playing patiently and re- 
trieving' well, beat fellow 
South Korean Lee Hyung- 


Taik 6-4, 6-4 for the men’s 
singles gold. He overcame 
15-^ deficits while serving in 
the final game of each set. 

Taiwan's Chen Chih-Juifg 
and Wang Shi-Tmg, the top 
seeds, ei%ed Britain’s Paul 
Robinson and Samantha 
Smith 7-6 (7-5), 4-6, 6-4 in 
the mixed doubles final. 

Russia’s second 'gold of the 
day came when Pavel Kolob- 
kov edged Italy’s Paolo Mila- 
noli 15-14 for the men's epee 
fencing title. 

But Japan edged the Rus- 
sians 1-0 in soccer, advancing 
to the final against South 
Korea, a 3-1 winner over 
Ukraine. 

The U.S. basketball team, 
seeking its fourth consecutive 
gold medal, had to overcome 
a 4^3 halftime deficit to 
beat the Czech Republic 77- 
62. 

The Americans, who 
already had clinched a semi- 
final berth, will play Japan on 
Friday to decide which adv- 
ances to the gold medal 
game. Japan beat Canada 98- 
93 on Wednesday. 

The other semifinal match- 
es Canada and the Czechs. 


Univeraty games medals 
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19 

22 
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Jipan 

18 
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UNITED NATIONS 

Hlfcll* JIIIB MBmif AAlNgV aOH 
niillfiMl PHvahii «<i tNi Mav aatf 


THE UNITED NATIONS REUEF fr 
EPORKS AGENCY FOR PALESTINE 
REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST 
IS RECRUITING AT ITS 
HEADQUARTERS IN AMMAN: 
SENIOR AUDITOR. GRADE 18 
(VN # HQ(A)38/95). FIXED TERM THREE YEARS 
(Monthly take home pay about JO 613 plus dependency 
allowance: plus monthly provident fund J0 165 payable at end of 
service; compulsory medical insurance). 

DUTIES: In accordance with established Agency policy and 
procedures;- 

(A) Performs op^tionaJ audits of an operation or activity and 
financial audits in a Field Office or in Headquarters and 
submits draft reports to Chief. Audit Office; reviews and 
evaluates intemiu control systems and recommends im- 
provements. 

(B) Asasts Chief. Audit Office in preparing appropriate audit 
programmes and in perfonoir^ quality assurar^ce reviews of 
working papers and drafts reports. 

(C) Reviews correspondence subsequent to the issue of audit 
reports, drafts replies and prepares completed audit report 
files for presentation to the commissioner General by Chief. 
Audit Office. 

(D) Audits certain staff separation entitlements prior to payment. 

(E) Assists Chief, Audit Office in planning a continuous program- 
^ me of financial and operatior^l audits to ensure the imple- 
i mutation of control procedures Agency-wide; reviews new 

and revised instmetiorts when published. 

(F) Conducts special financial or operational investigations as 
instaicted by Chiei. Audit Office. 

(G) Assists Chief. Audit Office in devetoping and presenting a 
regular training programme for professioruil assistants. 

fH) Acts for Chief, Audit Office in the absence of the laffer. 
(I) Performs such other duties as may be assigned. 

OUAUFICATIONS REQUIRED: 

1- Univei^ degree m accountar^cy, busmess administration or 
related disci^irw. 

3- Membership In a professional body of accountants (e.g. 
Institute of Chartered Accountants, institute of Certified Public 
Accounts). 

3- Ckxnputer literacy. 

4- Exc^ient command of written & spoken English and Arabic. 
EXPERIENCE: 

M leaa eight years experience in the application of (he 
K^kMriedge acquired above, including three years at a senior 
s^^ftvisory lev^ as well as at least three years of miemationai 
in internal or external auditing w^ in large gov- 
^rnmertal. inlemational or commercial organisations. 

• 

DgIRABLE QUAURCATIONS: 

”^^rt8lviovi4edge of U.N. financial rules, regulations and 

^^dales are requested fo submit a detailed UNRWA Personal 
™®wy Form not later than September 11. 1995 to. 

The Office of the Coordinator, 

UNRWA Heedquartere Amman, 

P.O. Box 1401^ (Wadi Seer), 

Amman 11814 Jordan. 

^. ^ ffskteration will be given to disabled candidates whose 
u^^^does not ndtig^ against the effective performance of 
Of the job. UNRWA welcomes appiteations equally from 
Priority will be given to luly qualified registered 
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Openiap lead: Three of 0 
As we have often stated, few 
things make us leerier jImh a suit 
combination thrust upon us in isD- 
Istioa. Hie perenuge p]^ for that 
particular holding could be wrong 
in the context of the hand as a 
whole. Take the heart suit in this 
hand, lor instance. 

South bced a rebid problem. Hie 
hand was a bit too strong for three 
hearts, but the suit was rather 
porous. However, nothing better 
suggested itself, and ux brarts was 
reached in rather quick time. West 
led a diamond, won in the closed 
hand. How would you tackle 
Crumps, playing in yoor favorite 
n^ber-bridge game? The answer is 
you don't know— yet. Before you 
can broach the trump suit, you need 
to know whether or not here's a 
spade loser in the hand. 

At trick two, therefore, you 
should lead a spade and finesse the 
ten. If it loses, you can't afford to 
lose a trump as well, and with noth- 
ing better to guide you. the percent- 
age play is to cash the ace and king 
imA ho^ the queen tumbilng 
down. As the carda lie, you are 
going doum wbtever you do. 

But what if the spade finesse 
wins? Now you can afford to lose a 
trump trick, and should take a safe- 
ty play to guard agaiasi a 4-0 divi- 
sion ef the suit. Fim, lead a heart 
to the IT West shows out, con- 
tinue with a tramp to the ace and a 
tnuap hack. If EaA docs not IbUew, 
lead a trump toward the A B and 
simply cover any card West pro* 
duces. Either way, you can lose no 
more thm one trump tnek end the 
slam mila home. 
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TEL. 667171/6 


Propaganda battle precedes NBA ballot 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
National Basketball Asso- 
ciation players were trying 
to sort through a welter or 
conflicting clums Tuesday 
as they prepared to vote on 
a labour deal that could tear 
the league apart. 

Voting was to begin 
Wednesday, with more vot- 
ing scheduled for Septem- 
ber 7 on whether to accept 
the proposed contract nego- 
tiated by the league and 
players union officials. 

^negade players led by 
Michael Jordan and Patrick 
Ewing have urged their col- 
leagues to reject the plan, 
dissolve the union and take 
their demands to court. 

If the proposal .is re- 
jected, the management 
lock-out will continue, thre^ 
atening the start of the 
1995-96 season. 

Several marquee players, 
including Orlando Magjc 
star Sha^uille O'Neal and 
1994-95 most valuable play- 
er David Robinson of San 
Antonio, have come out in 
fevour of the deal. But Jor- 
dan remained adamant 
against it. 

He said NBA commis- 
sioner David Stem knows 
the proposal is unfeir to 
players. 

"He wouldn’t accept the 
deal,” Jordan said of Stern. 
"Why would he ask the 
players to accept it?*’ 

O'Neal acknowledged 
that the deal has drawbacks 
from the players' point of 
view. It impo^ rookie sal- 
ary limits, limits free agency 
and does away with so- 
called balloon payments 
lacked onto the end of con- 
tracts 'that allow clubs to 
make big payments to their 
stars despite the salary cap. . 

But he siad it wasn't 
worth the risk of alienating 
fans by disrupting the sea- 
son, -noting the continuing 
^ discontent in the wake 
of the major league base- 
ball strike. 

Robinson said he had de- 
cided to vote for the new 
deal "after a lot of review 
and collecting a lot of prop- 
aganda from both sides. 

"It was very difficult,” he 
said. "Everybody has a 
cUffereQr-apimon.aiKiscH^ • 
thing act^ke. It was very 
difficult to determine what 
people’s motives were.” 

Utah's John Stockton 
and Karl Malone and Hous- 
ton’s Qyde Drexler have 
come out in favour of the 
agreement. Many players 
are still undecid^. 

Some 420 players are 
eligible to vote at 44 sites. 
The election will be over- 
seen by the National 
Labour Relations Board, 
and the results will be 
announced in New York on 
September 12 after a public 
ballot count. 


Chicago Bolls star Michael Jordan is leading the players demand for a new labour deal. The current iock-out might 
post^ne the start of the 1995-96 season (AFP photo) 


PSG notch fifth consecutive victory 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris Saint 
Germain’s foreign tandem 
Dely Valdes and Rai con- 
tinued Their purple patch on 
Tuesday as PSG opened up a 
two-point gap at the top of 
the French championship. 

PSG won 2-0 at Cannes as 
both Panamanian Valdes and 
Brazilian Rai found the net 
for the fifth straight win for 
the 1993-94 champions. 

Revelations of the season 
Metz hung on to second place 
with a 1-2 draw at Lyon, 
Monaco moved up to third 
having beat Ulle 2-1, and 
Lens ousted Rennes 1-0 to 
take fourth spot. 

Perhaps the happiest man 
of the night was Rai, back 
from suspension after being 
sent off against Le Ha%Te last 
week. He now jointly leads 
the scoring charts on six goals 
with Nantes Japhet N’Doram 
and Strasbourg's Marc Kel- 
ler. 

Youri Djorkaeff twice shot 
just over the bar in a goalless 
fixst half, but PSG came into 
tbeir own during the second. 

Panamanian Valdes took 
advantage of a bad clearance 
in the 39th minute to beat 
Cannes keeper Michel Dus- 
su>'er. 

And Rai lobbed Dussuyer 
for the second in the 84th 
minute, again helped by a 
defensive mix-up allowing 
Vincent Guerin possession. 

Metz went behind against 
Lyon when Florian Maurice 
converted from a 25-yard 
free-kick after being fouled 
by Didier Lang. But CvTille 
Pouget equalised two mi- 


nutes after the break by 
heading home a Jocelyn 
Blanchard cross. 

Monaco crept up to a third 
spot follo'wtng a colourless 
start thanks to Brazilian 
Anderson, who slotted home 
the winner in a 2-1 home win 
over Lille. 


Tony Vairelies scored a 
messy goal for Lens during a 
goalmouth scramble to push 
them up from eighth to 
fourth in their 1-0 win over 
Rennes. Rennes, from Brit- 
tany, suffered their fourth 
loss in seven matches. 

Marc Keller's effort in-off- 


the-post in the last minute 
sealed fifth-placed Stras- 
bo'urg’s 2-0 win over Marti- 


. gues. Gerald Baticle had cor 
'verted the opener in the 71s 
minute. 


Super Deluxe Furnished Floor in A Villa 
For Rent 

Second floor with an area of 250 square metres, it is part of a 
luxurious villa. M consists ot three t>edroo.*ns, four bamrooms, 
rnaid's room, spacious salon, large JWICO kitchen, excellent 
modem furniture with all Independent uiilmes learage. central 
heating <md telephone) Locedbn: After Seventh Cirdeihe Mrport 
Road, second street to the 

Please call Tel: 814958 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Nevriy iully furnished 3 bedrooms 
apartment in Sweifieh. 

Please call 823189 

1 I ! L 


Loeailon 
2nd floor 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

Salini Italstrade J.V. Karameh Dam Project is 
seeking to urgently employ an Auto CAD user with 
the following qualifications: 

1. B.Sc. degree in Engineering (Civil. Architectural 
or similar). 

2. Practical experience in three dimensional 
applications using Auto CAD ref. 12. 
S.Self-motivated personality and good command 
of English language. 

Please send your C.V. to Fax 05-577231 


The Abdul Hamid Shdraf School 


SWAIFIYCH - TELE ; ( S141S8 


THE ST.A RT GCE insiruciion in 

Human Biology , Mathematics , Chemistry 

03 Snriirdnv . 2nd . 


e School is also seeking 


• a teacher of soci;'.i studies ia Er.ciish language lo 
Secondary levels . 

• a teacher of Computer Language.- to all age levels . 
- - .-.ncisaant.s sh't'V.ld aoni*. :.n oer-ion til the school 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 230, 1977, 160,000 km, 
perfect condition, second owner, duty 
unpaid. Last price: JD 1 ,800. 

Please call Tel: 688528 


FOR SALE 

LUXURY APARTMENTS 

Overlooking Wasfi Al Tal Street (Al 
Gardens), 190 sq.m., independent 
heating system, car park. 

Call owner on Tel: 683518, 678985 


rs-'- •••'"vS.''' ' 


T.T.T. : ^ 






iFCy ^Ifle WorC({ 

J? ^Ceet Sit ^oure SerzHce 

C OMPA TABLE RATES TO; 

KUALA LUMPUR • T0K70 ■ SEOUL - SmVEY 

PACKAGE TOURES TO; 

MALAYSIA; 10/7 DAYS TOUR : KUALA LUMPUR - 
PENANG - LANGKAWI 

ALSO WE CAN FIT YOU IN A PACK ■^JSE AX YOLU CHOIC®* 
FOR MORE DIPORMA310S PLEASE CALL 

643828 - 643829 A3£MAN 
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Juppe says 


security 

boosted 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
Prune Minister Alain Juppe 
announced late Tuesday a 
boostine of police numbers in 
the walce of bomb attacks 
blamed on Al^rian extrem- 
ists, and denied that Paris 
supported the Al^rs gov- 
ernment 

Speaking in a television 
interview, Mr. Juppe ya id 
that the number of elite 
police CRS and gendarmerie 
units had been increased 
from 22 to 31, while au- 
nliaries w4io had opt^ to -do 
their military service in the 
police were being allowed to 
stay on afterwards if they 
wi^ed. 

Mr. Juppe estimated that 
this would make between 500 
and 800 extra police available 
to combat the bombers. 

An explosion in a Paris 
underground train on July 25 
killed seven people and in- 
jured 117. A second blast in a 
-reAise bin near the Arc de 
Triomphe injured a further 
17, while an unexploded 
bomb was found at the 
weekend by a high-speed 
'train line north of Lyon. 

Chief suspect is the radical 
Algerian 'opposition Anned 
Islamic Group (GIA), which 
is fighting a blt^y dvil war 
with the military-backed 
Algiers government. 

Mr. Juppe denied that 
France supported the Alge- 
rian military and said he 
wanted to see “a democratic 
and stable Algeria." 

"What happens in Algeria 
is the affoir of the Algerians. 
We have no business interfer- 
ing in Algeria," he said, 
adding, "We will not allow 
bases for terrorism to de- 
velop in France." 

Paris on Tuesday formally 
requested the extradition 
from Sweden of Algerian 
activist Abdul Karim De- 
neche 40, considered dose to 
the CIA and a top susp^ in 
the July 25 train bomUng. 

Mr. Juppe said he ho{^ 
that Sweden would show soli- 
darity and agree to extradite 
Deneche. "We have a joint 
fight against terrorism,'’ he 
said. 

Sweden has said there was 
not enough evidence against 
Deneche as he'' seemed to 
have an alibi. But Swedish 
chief public prosecutor Jan 
Dairiehson said Tuesday tiiat 
the suspidons surrounding 
him "have still not been fully 
cleared up." 

An extradition request by 
France would take prece- 
dence over expulsion if it 
conformed to Swedish law. 
offidals said. 



CRASH: American firecrews at the wreckage of a U2 spy plane that crashed at take-oH on 
Tuesday at the former U.S. Air Force base at Fairford iri Western England. The pilot of the 
plane, which was believed to have been taking off on a mission to Bosnia, was killed (AFP 
photo) 


Hariri denies resignation threat 


BEIRUT (R) — 
Lebanese Prime Minister 
Rafik A1 Hariri denied on 
Wednesday a newspaper 
report that he was about 
to resign over a new d^ 
puted with Parliament 
Sp^ker Nabih Bern, his 
main political rival. 

“This news is absolutely 
not true and the cabinet 
will meet as normal. 
There is no need for any 
abnormal step to be 
taken," Mr. Hariri told 
reporters after the leftist 
Beirut newspaper Al Saftr 
quoted sources close to 
him as saying he was thre- 
atening to redgn. 

The Bank of Lebanon, 
apparently fearing a run 
on the Lebanese pound as 
the dispute emerged, 
raised its repurchase 
agreement rate to SO per 
cent from 30 per cent. 

An official said the 
bank was reacting 
routinely to an Increased 
demana on the Beirut 
market for dollars — the 
safe haven currency for 
Lebanese in times of poli- 
tical disturbance. 

Al Safir said Mr. Bern 


was angered by Mr- 
Hariri’s proposal to 
approve a government de- 
cree at Wednesday's 
weekly cabinet meeting 
allowing private Lebanese 
television stations to 
broadcast abroad bv satel- 
lite. 

Mr. Bern believed this 
woidd usurp parliament's 
legislative rights and he 
oraered his cabinet sup- 
porters to resign if Mr. 
Hariri went ahead, the 
newspaper added. 

It said sources dose to 
Mr. Hariri quoted the bil- 
lionaire prime minister as 
saying: "Not allowing tills 
(satellite broadcasting) 
project to go through 
means I am not being 
allowed to car^ out my 
role as prime minister and 
in sud) a case I would 
prefer to resign." 

Mr. Hariri has resigned 
or threatened to resign 
three times since becom- 
ing prime minister in 
Qdober 1992 with the 
task of rebuilding Leba- 
non from the ruins of the 
1975-90 dvil war. 

Each time he has com- 





Rafiq Al Hariri 
plained of politidans and 
former warlords blocking 
his projects and he has 
progressively pin-pointed 
Mr. Berri as the chief 
obstrudbr. 

Each crisis has caused 
an increasingly heavy run i 
on the Lebanese curren- 
cy- 

' The Bank of Lebanon 
i^nt more than S400 mil- 
lion in May during three 
weeks of heavy pressure 
on the pwnd as confi- 
dence declined, before Mr. 


Hariri stepped down and 
returned within two days 
with a strengthened' 
cabinet. 

The bank has lost about 
SI billion of its reserves 
this year in defending the 
pound, redudng them to 
' some S1.6. billion. 

According to Al Safir, 
sources close to Mr. Beni 
accuMd Mr. Hariri of 
“trying to take control 
over the destiny and in- ' 
terests of the country." 

Under the Talf accord 
of. 1989, which ended the 
civil war, Lebanon is 
ruled by a triumvirate of 
Prerident Elias Hrawi, a 
Maronite Christiain, 
Hariri, a Suimi MusHm 
and Mr. Berri. a Shi’ite 
Muslim. 

Relations between the 
three have grown in" 
creasingly uneasy as pres- 
idential elections due in 
November approach and 
most political disputes are 
seen as part of the battle 
for the presidency. 

Mr. Hariri wants an ex- 
tension of Mr. Hrawi’s 
term but Mr. Bern seeks a 
new incumbent. 


Guerrillas rocket Israeli position in S. Lebanon 


RASHAYA (Agencies) — 
Lebanese guerrillas on 
Wednesday fired a salvo of 
Katyusha rockets on an 
Israeli position in South 
Lebanon, injuring two civi- 
lians, security sources re- 
ported. 

A man and a boy were 
wounded in the attack on 
Jabai .Al Rihan, a position 
the Israe*lis jointly man with 
their militia alli» in their 
self-declared “security 
zone." the sources said. 

The Voice of the South, a 
radio station run by the 
Israeli-sponsored South 
Lebanon Army (SLA), said 
12 rockets fell t^fore dawn 
near the position. Earlier, 
security sources counted nine 
rockets. 

It was not immediately 
clear how the attack on a 
military post harmed civi- 


lians. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
the attack appeared to be the 
work of Hirix)UaJi guerrillas. 
The group did not im- 
mediately comment. 

The SLA has positions on 
the outskirts of Jabai Al 
Rihan and Israeli troops fre- 
quently cany out patrols in 
the area. 

Police in South Lebanon 
said the rockets were fired 
from the western sector of 
the Bekaa Valley, where 
Palestinian guerrillas and 
fighters from Hizbollah are 
deployed. 

Hizbollah carried out a 
string of anti-Israeli opera- 
tions on Tuesday, claiming to 
have killed an Israeli soldier 
in sniper fire. The SLA de- 
nied there were casualties. 


The Lebanese army dis- 
mantled a Katyusha rocket 
launcher on the outskirts of 
the town of Nabatiyeh in 
Soutii Lebanon on Tuesday. 
The rockets were aimed at 
the zone. 

Five members of Hizbollah 
have been killed in Israeli air 
raids since August 25 and two 
others were wounded. 

An Israeli tidier was also 
wounded since Friday, an 
SLA militiaman was killed 
and another wounded and a 
civilian was also hurt. 

In apparent retaliation for 
Wedn^ay’s attack, Israeli 
gunners opened up with more 
than two dozen shells on sus- 
pected guerrilla hideouts in 
hills ab<^‘e the zone's eastern 
flank, the sources said. 

Israeli troops also sheiled 
Hizbollah bases to the west in 


Iqlim Al Tufeh with heavy 
tanks and cannon fire. No 
casualties were reported. 

Wednesday's casualties 
raised the overall toll in 
South Lebanon, the last ac- 
tive Arab-lsraeli warfront.to 
129 people killed and 2^ 
wounded. 

Also Wednesday, a 
shepherd was killed from 
rocket shrapnel in a field near 
a Hizbollah training camp in 
the Bekaa Valley. 

Police in the nearby city of 
Baalbek confirmed that Has- 
san Msheikh. 35, was killed 
but did not disclose cause of 
death. 

Relatives and witnesses 
said Msheikh was cut down 
by flying shrapnel from a 
rocket-propelled grenade by 
guerrillas during training at 
'Ain Jdeideh, about 25 
kilometres west of Baalbek. 


Woman, five children 
killed in Algeria blast 


ALGIERS (AFP) — A bomb 
attadc on a municipal leader’s 
home in western Algeria kil- 
led five people, including his 
pregnant wife, another 
woman and three diildien, 
the daily newspaper Liberte 
reported Wednesday. 

An armed group first cried 
to target the guarded house 
of the chairman of the Dis- 
trict Executive Committee 
(DEC), which replaced 
municipal councils, in Oued 
Fodda, near Chief, according 
to Liberte, 

Faced with tiie resistance 
of commiuial guards, the 
armed group placed a bomb 
in a neighbouring bouse then 
.fled, the new^per said. 

The blast idlled the eight- 
months* pregnant wife oTtbe 
DEC chairman, the two chil- 
dren of a guard, a neighbour 
and ber son, the newspaper 
said. 

According to the newspap- 
er, an armed group killed a 
further two people in Har- 
cboun. near Onra Fod^. 

It blamed the increase in 


attacks by armed groups on 
increased action by security 
forces, saying three “danger- 
ous terrorists” were lolled a 
week ago. 

Observers said bomb 
attacks against homes 
seemed to b« a new strategy 
by aimed groups. 

In particular, attacks 
against foznilies of former 
fighters in the Algerian war 
of independence and com- 
munal guards have increased. 

The daily Al Kbabar said 
Tuesday a former independ- 
ence fighter was killed, 
together with members of hb 
ia^y, by a bomb in his 
home in Zemmouri on the 
eastern coast of Algiers. 

An army operation in the 
mountainous region of Kaby- 
lie killed seven armed fun- 
damentalists, according to 
Liberte Wednesday. 

Several mountainous areas 
were affected by the opera- 
tion carried out following 
numerous attacks and sabot- 
age of infrastructure, the 
newspaper reported. 


Defence rests in trial of 
Abdul Rahman, 9 others 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Attorneys defending 10 peo- 
ple accused of waging a 
bloody campaign against 
New 'York 'rested their case 
eight months into the trial. 

The lawyers for Egyptian 
cleric Sheikh Omar Abdul 
Rahman and nine others con- 
cluded testimony Wednes- 
day, allowing the prosecution 
to be^n what was expected 
to be several days of rebunal 
testimony. 

Federal Judge Michael 
Mukasey said meanwhile he 
would ^uester the jury to 
avoid outside influence or 
distraction during ' delibera- 
tions, expected in mid- 
^ptember. Panel members 
will be housed in a New York 
hotel. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman, a 
S7-year-old blind deric who 
allegedly heads a fun- 
damentalist Islamic move- 
ment, is on trial with the nine 
others on charges of plot- 
ting to blow up New York 
landmarks, including the 
World Trade Centre and Un- 
ited Nations headquarters in 


an effort to pressure 
Washington on Middle East 
policy. 

Four men allegedly linked 
to the Sheikh were sentenced 
to life in jail in connection with 
the Feb. 26. 1993 World 
Trade Centre bombing, 
wbidi killed six people and 
injured more than 1,000. 

In seeking a conspiracy 
conviction uring a rarely used 
law passed during the dvil 
war, the government is not 
required to show that the 
demndants committed acts of 
terrorism, but engaged in a 
seditious conspiracy. 

The defence argued 
that Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
was merely exercising his 
ri^t to speech as a 
r^gioiis leader. 

"The entire defence case 
has humanised the defen- 
dants, who before had been 
demonised by pretrial public- 
ity and by Ae government," 
said Lynne Stewart. Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman's chief 
lawyer, who noted "his own 
case has presented him as the 
man of God he truly is." 


Geagea 

faces 


new 

charge 

BEIRUT (Agendes) — A 
Beirut investigative judge on 
Wednesday charged former 
Christian warlord Samir 
Geagea with ordering a failed 
1991 attempt to assassinate a 
government minister, judidal 
sources said. 

Dr. Geagea, head of the 
Lebanese Forces dvil war 
militia, is serving a life sent- 
ence for murdering a political 
rival and his family in 1990 
and is on trial for 11 
people by blowing lip a 
diUTCh in 1994. 

Judge George Ghantus on 
Wednesday issued an arrest 
warrant against Dr. Geagea 
accusing him of mastermind- 
ing the attack. 

The accusation carries a 
possible death sentence. 

The sources said Dr. 
Geagea will be questioned on 
lii^ks to the 1991 attempt to 
kill the then defence minis- 
ter, Michel Al Mun, by a 
carbomb that targeted his 
motorcade. Eight people 
were IdUed in tiie blast and 
Mr. Murr was slightly wound- 
ed. 

. Earlier this month, the 
judge ordered the arrest of 
'four other former Lebanese 
Forces members for involve- 
ment in the car bombing. 
Only one of the suspects is in 
custody. 

Dr. Geagea, arrested in 
April 1991, was convicted last 
June of murdering his Christ- 
ian rival Dany C^amonn, his 
wife and two sons, and was 
sentenced to life imprison- 
ment. No date has bMn set 
for the resumption of his trial 
in the church bombing case. 

A Maronite Qiristian, Dr. 
Geagea has also been ac- 
cused of involvement in the 
murder of rival LF official 
Elias Zayek shot to death in 
1989. 


Khartoum ready for 
dialogue with Mahdi 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Sudan on Wednesday said it 
was willing to open talks with 
opporition groups, including 
former Prime Minister Sadeq 
Al Mahdi, who was released 
from prison this week. 

Justice Minister Abdul 
Aziz ^iddo told the daily 
Akhbar Al Yom tirat the 
government ^‘welcomes a dia- 
logue with any opponents 
committed to ethical opposi- 
tion and to serving Sudan, 
whether Mahdi or anyone 
else." 

However, “the current 
opposition seeks to under- 
mine the country and create 
conflia among the people," 
Mr. Sbiddo said. 

On Saturday, Dr. Mahdi 
left prison more than three 
months after his arrest in a 
genera] amnesty for political 
prisoners that set free 32 
opposition pa^ members. 

AU M Haj Mohammad, 
'minister in -the federal gov- 
ernment chamber, also 
underlined the government's 
willingness to meet the 
opposition, Akhbar Al Yom 
reported. 

"If Mahdi wants peaceful 
dialogue, the government is 
ready, provided the dialogue 
is effective and based on prin- 
dples the government has 
drawn up to establish the 
.system of rule,” Mr. Mobam-- 
mad said. 

The minister said Khar- 
tonm had drawn up solutions 
for Sudan's economic prob- 
lems and for the 12-year dvil 
war in the south. 

President Omar Bashir, 
meanwhile ordered the re- 
lease of 18 more men under 
the airmesty he declared last 
week for political prisoners. 

It raised to at least 50 the 
number of people who have 
been freed from Sudanese 
jails. . 

Mr. Shiddo told the official 
Sudim News Agency that all 
in the latest group had been 
tried for anti-government 
activities. The government 
earlier had said the amnesty 
would not apply to anyone 
convicted of a crime by a 
court. 

"The amnesty . covers a 
number of persons convicted 
of involvement in the coup 
attep)pt jn . 19!91 and those 
convicted in the 19^ explo- 
sives case," Mr. Shiddo was 
quoted as saying. 

He give names of 
those rel^sed. But among 
those jailed in the alleged 
coup plot was At^llah Nug- 


dalla, who was religious 
affeirs minister in the govern- 
ment of Dr. Mahdi, whose 
cabinet was overthrown in a 
coup .by Lieutenant Gener^ 
Bashir in 1989. Gen> Bashir 
then installed an Islamic reg- 
ime. ] 

The 1994 case involved 
Sudanese who were arrested 
before carrying out an 
alleged plot to blow up gov- 
ernment installations in east- 
ern Sudan and the capital, 
iUartoum. 

'The go v,e r n m e n t 
announced on Aug. 23 that it 
would free all political de- 
tainees. Releases began the 
following day. 

Tlie decision ' came ^ter. 
the government reorganised 
its security apparatus and 
said it did not reel threatened 
by opposition forces. 

It urged that the action be 
re gar ded as part of an effort 
to unite the country and as a 
sign tiiat Sudw respects hu- 
man rights. 

The group had been 
strongly criticised by intema- 
tionaf rights groups for the 
jailing of Al Mahdi and other 
politick prisoners. 

No exact figures are avail- 
able on the number of politic- 
al detainees in Sudan, but 
Western human rights groups 
say they could number sever- 
al handred, including many 
held without charge or trial. 

Sudan has released three 
Egyptians held for 40 days in 
a Khartoum prison, the 
Egyptian news agency 
h&NA reported. 

Their release Tuesday 
means that only one prisoner 
is left out of eight Egyptian 
employees of a cement com- 
pany in the Sudanese capital 
arrested on July 8. Four of 
them were released and re- 
turned to Egypt on July 13. 

The last remaining prison- 
er's name is Barsum Nassif, 
^^NA reported. 

"Sudanese officials gave 
Egypt no explanation for 
their arrest or their release," 
MENA said. 

Cairo has said the arrests 
were part of a "campaign of 
provocation conducted by 
Sudanese offidals" against 
i^gyptian nationals. 

Relations iietween .Cairo 
and Khartoum were thrown 
into crisis after Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak ac- 
cused Sudan -of backing an 
assassination attempt against 
him on June 26 in Addis 
Ababa. 



Turkey; Two killed making bombs 

ISTANBUL (AFP) — Two suspected Kurdish separatists 
were lolled mule preparing time-bombs in a dmvntown 
hideout two dare after ejqolosions killed a Jordanian tourist 
and a Ttiridm nationd, Anatolia news agen^ said 
Wednesday. The semi-official agen^ said a woman was 
also arrested after die bomb blew up late Tuesday. Hie 
inddent came oa the beds of a spate of explosions Sunday 
in bn^ Istanbul areas that Idlled two people and wounded 
40. .At least three more time-bombs were fen^ Monday 
and defused in a sh opping mall garage. Hie separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party OtKK) claim^ re^nsibility for the 
attacks. In Tuesday’s inddent, police defined another 
time-bomb in the hideout, and found quantities of e:q>io- 
sive material. The two dead men and the woman were 
identified as belonging to tte same femily. Hie Anatolian 
described them as "separatist terrorists," a tnm generally 
reserved for the PiuC, which has beem fig htin g the 
government for independence in southeastern Turicey. 

Foreigners held In Somaliland freed 

NAIROBI (R) — A Swedish diplomat, two Kenyan 
guards, an Italian ]^ot and French co^ot held in 
breakaway Somaliland for a week haive been released and 
flown to the Kenyan capital, witnesses said. The five 
landed in Nairobi on Tuesday ni^t on a chartered plaw 
from Hargeisa via the nearby Red Sea state of Djibouti. 
Swedish diplomat Mikael Glas told reporters it felt great to 
be back after their embassies contacted Mohammad 
Ibrahim Egal, the presideiit of Somaliland, and cleared up 
misunderstanduigs that caused them to be on 

landing at Haigma airport. Mr. Glas said the five 
appeared in court in Ffergeisa and dates were set for 
another iqipearance before they were released. But they 
were very well treated during detention at a police station 
since Aug. 21, he said. 

Iran: U.S. seeks to plunder Arab wealth 

MCOSIA (AP) — A senior Iranian official blasted the 
latest U.S. ffiilitaiy buildnp in the Gulf region ayins 
Wahington was robbing Arab states of billioiis of <kffi 
mder tee pretext of offering them protection. Mohammad 
Javad dqnity chainnan of tee fbr^ policy 

commission m Iran's parliament, called the builduD in 
response to recent instability in Iraq "very «^«pi do n 5 " 
l^ed States has deployed warships and of 

em troops to tee area since tee Aug. 8 defection to 
Jorto of a senior member of Saddam Hussein’s inner- 
arele. It has held joint exercises with Jordan and broosht 
forward scheduled war games with Kuwait. ‘The Alb- 
icans have rae to the region to tee name of protectine 
certo ^ab state, Mr. Larijani said. “But, as a mattj 

****?- plunder Arab states of tens of 
oflliom of dollars and mterfcre in their political stmctnie.”- 

2 killed by militants in Minya hold-up 

T ~ Chiistians were killed and a 
pohas™ miured on Wednesday when armed MusUm 
mbtants ^Id up a jerclleiy store in tee sonthem Egypt 
govfflce of btoya, pohcc said. The attackers, memb^ 

S* the sl^ in 

Maghagha vfflage, 185 kilometres south of CaS md 
Sirayed it with antomatic weapons fire The “ 

P^Tadrus Al Ashnini. and^ son N^ 
tee gunfire. 



Architect, son 
held as raid 
yields millions 

NEW DELHI (^ — The 
government’s chief ardiitect 
m New Delhi and his son 
were arrested after police 
raided te^ house and reco- 
vered milliois of rupees they 
believe were illgotten, a news 
agency reported. Ramesh 

Sabbarwal and his son. 





tioD, India's federal police. 


arreted teem on charges of 
owning illegal assets. United 
News of India news agency 
said. Police said last week's 
raid at the house of Mr. 
Sabharwal, the officiating 
chief archit^^ of tee New 
Delhi Municipal CooDcii, 
yidded cash, fixed deposit 
certificates, jewelry and 
otter goods worth AOQ mil- 
lion rupees ($13 million). 
Senior government officials 
earn ateut 10,000 rupees' 
($3()0) a month besides free 
or ^bsidised bonsing, cars 
a^ generous benefits. 

China’s cops put 
bite on official 
eating, drinking 

BEUING (AP) — China's 
corruption watchdogs are 
the bite on officials' 
dining, drinking and dancing 
in public, tee Communist 
Party newspaper People's 
Daily reported. The par^ 
ordered offidals earlier tfau 
year not to attend any ban- 
quets that could be seen as 
inflne n ring their work nor to 
ose public fends to go to 
music and dance halls and 
other entertmnment fadh- 
ties. Public anger over tee 
lavish living of some offidals 
and the misuse of public 
fimds prompted the pa^ to 
mount the two-year-old anti- 
oorruption drive. The Central 
Commission for Disdpline 
Inspection, the party's inter- 
'nal anti-corruption agency, 
warned that any violations of 
the restrictions during the 
rest of the year would be 
dealt rrite harshly. People’s 
Daily reported. On July 12, 
the commission and its gov- 
ernment connterpart, the 
MOmistry of Procuratorate, 
sent 11 inspecti^on teams to 
party and government orga- 
nisations, the newspaper 
said. 

Japanese 
bullfighter in 
serious condition 

SEVILLE, Spain (AFP) — 
J^anese bullfighter Atshmro 
SUunoyama was still in a se- 
rious condition Tnesday a^r 
being gored by a young bull 
earlier this monte, informed 
sources said Tuesday. They 
said he has left the inteosive 
care unit of a Seville hospital, 
but ^ still in a serious 
condition. His American 
manager, John Fnlton, sa id 
the 24-yeBi-old b ullfig hter 
was in good spirits thanlrs to 
visits from family and friends. 
The "Child of tee Rising 
Sun” is still partially para- 
lysed and is unlikely to return 
to tee ring soon. Shimoyama, 
the first and only Japanese 
boUfigfater in hikory, was 
admitted to hospital on Aug. 
18 in a send-comatose state, 
after being gored in tee jaw 
daring a puUfi^t at Pedro 
Bernardo in Avila province. 
Doctors intiaUy detected a 
hemonhue and feared brain 
damage. Hie son of a Tokyo 
restaurant owner, Sbi- 
moyama decided to bnxime a 
buUfi^ter after seeing a 1949 
film called Bloody Arenas 
starring H'rone Power,, 
Anthony Qninn and Rita 
Hayworth. 

Russian accused 
of killing 26 
people arrested 

MOSCOW (AP) — Police in 
the former ^viet Republic of 
Tajikistan arrested a Russian 
man accused of Hiiing 26 
people since 1977, a news- 
paper reported Monday. 
Mikhail Novoselov fled to 
Tajikistan to evade Russian 
law enforcement authorities 
who were seeking him on 
diaiges of murdering 22 peo- 
ple, the Komsomolskaya 
Pravda new^aper said. 
While in Tajikistan, 
Novoselov had killed four 
more people over the past six 
mon^, the newspaper said, 
the TajU: Interior 
Miiustiy. The report said he 
<^fessed during the inves- 
tigation. Mr. Novoselev was 
c^ght while trying to sell a 
n& m Dushanbe, the capital 
of Tajildstao, where he had 
been working in a psychiatric> 
hMpital. He was carrying 
three passports with different 
names. 
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